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PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lask the unanimous con- | 
sent of the Senate to offer a resolution in connec- | 
tion with our proceedings in conjunction with the 
House of Representatives. It is the usual reso- 
Jution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jection? The Chair hears none. 
‘will be received, and read. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The joint committee on 
the partof the Senate appointed to join such com- 
mittee as might be appointed on the part of the 
House of Representatives to ascertain and report 
a mode of examining the votes for President and 
Vice President of the United States, and of noti- 
fying the persons elected of their election, in 
further execution of the duties with they were 
charged by the two Houses have agreed to the 
following resolution, which [ ask the Senate to 
consider now: 


Is there any ob- 
The resolution 


Resolved, That a committee of one member of the Sen- 
ate be appointed by that body to join a committee of two 
members of the Louse of Representatives te be appointed 
by that House to wait on Abraham Lincoln, of [binois, 
and to notify him that lie has been duly elected President 
ot the United States for four years, commencing with the 
4th day of March, 1865; and also to notify.Audrew John- 
son, of ‘Tennessee, that he has been duly elected Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States tor four years, commencing on 
tie 4th day of March, 1805. 


The resolution was adopted. 
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CONFERENCES WITH REBELS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
is now before the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. L understand that the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania [Mr. BuckaLtew] with- 
draws his objection to the consideration, inform- 
ally, of my resolution. It will not displace the 
bill of the Senator from Vermont. It can be taken 
up Informally by unanimous consent, and acted 
upon and put out of the way. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE,. That resolution had bet- 
ter go over until to-morrow. I am quite sure it 
will lead to some discussion. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think not. 
Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Lam informed bythe Chair 
that it will supersede the unfinished business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If taken up in- 
formally it will only supersede it for the time 
being. 

Mr. SUMNER. I merely wish to take it up 
and get it out of the way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any ob- 
jection to the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion? The Chair hears none, and it is now be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I sent to the Secretary’s 
desk yesterday an amendment which I intended 
to propose to this resolution, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution and 
amendment will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if in his opinion not incompatible with the public 
interests, to furnish to the Senate any information in his 
possession concerning recent conversations of communi- 
cations with certain rebels, said to have been under exec- 
Ulive sanction, including communications with the rebel 
Jefferson Davis, and any correspondence relating thereto. 


The amendment of Mr. Sautssury was to add 
the following: 


The special order 


a 


I think the 


And that he be also requested to inform the Senate 
whether he, or others acting under his authority, did not 
require, as a condition to reunion, the acquiescence of said 
persous mentioned in said resolution, or of the public au- | 
thorities of the so-called confederate States, in the abolition 
of slavery in said States; and also, whether he, or those | 
acting by his authority, did not require as a condition to 
negotiation that the said confederates should lay down their 
aris, And that he be requested to inform the Senate fully 
in reference to everything connected with or occurring in 
raid conference or conferences in relation to the subject- 
Inatter of said conferences. And also that he be requested 
to state Whether or not an armistice was not asked for by 
Mesers. Stepheus, Hunter, and Campbell with the view to 


prepare the minds of the Southern people for peace andre- 
union of the States. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will inquire whether 
the resolution and amendment have been printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
printed. 
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Neither has been 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1865. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


planation. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
planation also. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
of the Senator from Delaware, and on this simple 
ground: to my mind it is not respectful to the 


I desire to make an ex- 


| President; it isin the nature of interrogatories ad- 
I believe that, | 


dressed to an unwilling witness. 


I would like to have them 
lie over until to-morrow, and be printed. 


Allow me to make an ex- | 


I object to the amendment | 


in the relations between the Senate and the Pres- | 
ident we have only to express to him our desire || 


that he should communicate to us what in his 


| opinion he can without any injury to the public 
I believe that he will make a full and | 


interests. 


frank communication; and I believe I do not go | 


too far when I say it is well known to many 
Senators that the President is ready to do it; per- 
haps I might say that he desires todoit. I think, 
therefore, there should be no delay in making this 
call upon him in order to give him that opportu- 
nity. There is no occasion for printing a resolu- 


tion which is merely one of this nature, and which | 


can be understood as it is read from the desk; for 
the original resolution as presented by myself is 
as simple as language can make it. The amend- 
ment as presented by the Senator from Delaware, 
lL admit, does conflict with the resolution, but | 
presame the Senate will not be disposed to adupt 
it; there is no occasion for it. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, nothing 
was further from my intention than to offer any 
disrespect to the President of the United States. 
It never occurred to me that the amendment could 
bear any such construction. Inasmuch as the 
original resolution requests the President to com- 
municate the conversations that occurred in that 


conference, | wish everything that occurred to | 


be made known. I have been informed that an 
armistice was requested by those southern com- 
missioners; and if that be a fact, the country 
oughtto know it. I have been informed also that 
that request was refused. If that be so, the coun- 
try has as much interest in knowing that fact as 
in knowing any other. 

I rose simply to disclaim any intention of being 
disrespectful to the President of the United States 
or anybody else. 

Mr. CONNESS. I suggest tothe Senator from 
Delaware that the resolution as proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts should first be adopt- 
ed and go to the President; and if the communi- 
cation the President shall make shall be found, 
in the judgment of the Senator from Delaware, 
not to be as full as he thinks it should be, then 
he may offer a resolution calling for further in- 
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dent for doing what he has a right to do, 1 am 
perfectly willing to waive my objections, The 
only reason why I objected to it —- was 
that 1 might have some understanding as to what 
was intended by calling for this information, and 
whether it was agreeable to the President to com- 
municate it. ‘The President of the United States 
ought to exercise his entire pleasure in the mat- 
ter, and he ought not to communicate this infor- 
mation merely to sagisfy the curiosity of the Sen- 
ate and the country unless he thinks it will tend 
to quiet the public mind. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Inmy opinion, Mr. Pres- 
ident, this resolution is unwise at the present ime. 
It can donogood. If the communication is made 
of all that occurred at the interview which is said 
to have taken place between the President of the 


| United States and these gentlemen coming in- 


formally or formally from the southern States, 
we cannot base any legislative action upon it. 
The President of the United States is charged 
with this matter upon his responsibility under the 
Constitution, and we have no control over it so 
far as the administration of this is concerned, As 
was said by the Senator from Ohio, the power of 
granting amnesty is confided to the Executive 
under the law as it stands. What may have oc- 
curred in an interview like this, on that subject, 
we do notknow. Inthe discussions between the 
Executive and these men, if they were pleading 
for mercy in behalf of those whom they supposed 
might be ready to lay down their arms, some- 
thing may have occurred on this subject of am- 
nesty, as to what the President might be dis- 
posed te do in the exercise of the pardoning 


| power; but whether there was or not, it seems to 


me peculiarly improper and unwise to seek by a 


| resolution of the Senate to enter at the present 


time into that subject. 

Sir, | think we ought to presume that the Presi- 
dent of the United States knows something. For 
four years he has been discharging the duties of 
that high office to the satisfacuion of the great 
mass of the American people. So well satisfed 
have they been with his administration that they 
have by tremendous majorities reélected him to 
this office to discharge us duties. I know that 


| some persons in Washington and outside of Wash- 


ington, in Congress and out of Congress, have 
sometimes been disposed to criticise with a great 


| deal of animadversion the course pursued by the 


President; but, sir, the result has proved, when- 


|| ever he has passed through any important crisis 


formation; but certainly he should not presume | 


in advance that the President will not furnish all 
the information in his possession. I think, there- 
fore, he should withdraw the amendment, 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us vote it down. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


olution was called up | objected to it upon the | 
ground that I did not believe it related to any | 


matter of a legislative character to be brought 
before Congress. The President of the United 
States not only has the power under the Consti- 
tution, butby anexpress act of Congress, to grant 
terms of amnesty to rebels or insurgents Inarms 
against the Government. I doubted very much 
from the reading of the resolution whether it 
would be wise for the Senate to call for this in- 
formation. What transpired in that interview 
will probably never be disclosed, or at least not for 
some time, either to the Congress of the United 
States or to the insurgents in Richmond. I doubt 


very much whether the resolution would do any } 


good. The Senator from Massachusetts has 
stated that the President is ready to communi- 
cate this information, 
the public mind toa certain extentasto what was 
done there, or what reason induced him to go 
there; and upon the statement of the Senator from 
Massachusetts that this is nota resolution in- 


It may be well to satisfy | 


Yesterday when this res- || 


| President. 


in his administration, that although he may not 
have displayed as much genius as some men pos- 
sess,in the end he has displayed a wisdom and 
a sagacity which entitle him to the confidence of 
the country. 


While | believe it is unwise to send a resolu- 


| tion of this kind to the President, because it is 


assuming, on our part,a wish ora disposition to 
exercise some control over him in the exercise of 
his greatexecutive responsibilities, | entertain no 
opposition to the resolution from any fear or any 
expectation that when the truth comes to be 
known anything will appear which tends in the 
slightest degree to weaken the confidence of the 
country in the wisdom or the sagacity of the Pres- 
ident. In my opinion the facts will show that 
that hastranspired on his part,so far from weak- 
ening, will strengthen the confidence of the coun- 
try m the President. Atthe same time my opin- 
ion is just as decided that it is unwise to go into 
this inquiry. 

The honorable Senator from Massachusetts ob- 
jects to the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Delaware, because it 1s not respectful to the 
Let me ask the honorable Senator 
what more ts there contained in that proposition 
than there is, in substance, in hisown resolution ? 


| The Senator from Massachusetts uses different 
| language, 1 admit; but still his inquiry covers the 


tended to hector or lecture or accuse the Presi- |! 


whole ground. It would cover alithat may have 
been said on the subject of amnesty, if anything 
was said, just a8 much as the proposition of the 
Senator from Delaware. It is only a difference 
in form of expression, notin substance. 
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Mr. President, | shall content myself with voting | 


against the resoluuion, because | believe it would | 
be unwise to enter Into this inquiry. 

Mr. MORRILL. This, I believe, is an ordi- | 
nary resolution of inguiry. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘That is all. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ordinary in its terms, court- | 
eous in its language, and by no implication that 
I see arising from it does it charge the President, 
or can a suspicion arise that anybody here sus- | 
pects the President to be unwilling to communi- 
cate the infurmation he is supposed to have, or 
that iLisinany sensea sinister resolution. There- 
fore, as an ordinary resolution, in the ordinary 
form of business, | should vote for it; and so | 
propose to do. 

jut | rise to say to my honorable friend from 
Wisconsin that i do not see any occasion nowon 
this resolution for a championship of the Presi- 
dent. I do not think the Senate ought to be put 
in the attitude of being defended agninstan assault 
made upon the President; for certainly, from the 
tenor of the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin, every Senator here who votes for this 
resolution must feel that there is an implication 
that we are in some sense or in some way hosule | 
to the President; that we have not as much con- 
fidence in his wisdom, his patriotism, his sagacity 
to manage public questions, as somebody else has, 

I feel a little more sensitive on this subject this 
morning at these remarks, because they are arep- 
eution of the remarks of the same kind made the 
other day by that Senator, I have never said on 
this floor anything in any way detrimental to the 
vatriotism or the sagacity or the prudence of the 
Preside nt of the United States. I have felt, and 


as those who have said a great deal more about 
uJ 
ordinary resolution for putting this Senate in the 
attitude of voting it upon the idea that a majority 
of this Senate are not particularly solicttous of 


I insist that there is no occasion on a mere 


the character and feelings of the President of the || 


United States. | do not understand it to be so; 


not wise, that itis a reflection on the President; 
or, at any rate, that it will be taken for granted 
that we have not as higha regard and as profound 
a respect for the President as we ought to have. | 
l rose only to make these remarks. 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 

one single remark. [donotintend to debate this 
resolution, nor do | intend to reply to the speech | 
of the Senator from Wisconsin, a speech that he 
has made more than once on this floor; but | will 
remind that Senator of a remark from a very 





iliustrious person, one of the most eminent men || 


in the history of the law—I mean the great Chief | 
Justice of. England, Matthew Hale—who wes | 
accustomed very often to say from the bench to | 
very ardent advocates, ** Do not jump till you 
get to the stile.’? The Senator from Wisconsin 
would do well if he did not jump so often before | 
he gets to the stile. Sir, when Senators on this 
floor attack the President of the United States the | 
Senator may well rush forward, as swiftly as is 
his habit, to defend him. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts admitted in his former speech that the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Delaware 
was an attack substantially upon the President, | 
and he opposed it for that reason. Wherein con- 
sisted that attack? Jt was simply in this: in put- 
ting questions to the President about his conduct. 
This resolution presented by the Senator from 
Massachusetts ts i ditlerciit language, ibis ue, | 
but it is doing precisely that thing. It is the fa- 
vorite weapou which is made use of whenever a 
party undertakes to attack an Administration to 
put them on their examination, to put them on 
their inquiry, to begin to cross-examine them, | 
** What have you been doing? Render us an ac- 
count of yourself.’? That is the substance of it. 

The Senator from Maine mistakes very much 
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| needed to be defended. 


| in the course of my remarks. 
| made to them, and was intended for them; | meant 


| free State of Louisiana. 
and therefore, for one, L object on a mere ordi- | 
nary resolution of inquiry to being told that itis || 


1 shall content myself with || 








when he supposes that I have said that every per- 
son in this Senate who votes for this resolution 
intends to make an attack upon the President; I 
say no such thing. I said, or intended to say, | 
no such thing. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not charge the Senator | 
with saying that; but I say that is the inference 


and inevitable conclusion from the tone of ed | 


remarks, 





Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator did notcon- | 


fine himself to the remarks made by me on this 
occasion, but referred to what I said the other 
day. I think the Senator could not have heard 


| the remarks I made the other day, or he would 


have understood that I had reference particularly 
to the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. renee 
and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wapve] when 
charged them with acommon purpose to oppose 
the Administration and destroy the free State of 
Louisiana. 


Mr. MORRILL. 


cals and conservatives, especially among his own 


|| friends; and that was the whole tone and tenor of 


his speech the other day. We were classified; 
some of us were radicals and some of us conserv- 
| atives, under the general phrase of Herod and 
Pilate, | believe, applicable particularly to the 
Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. What | complained of then was the gen- 
eral tone of the speech, classifying the Senate, as 
if there were a body of radical men in this Senate 
against whom the President of the United States 
I think the Senator’s 
speech was obnoxious to that charge,and in that 


| sense offensive. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I mentioned the Senator 


| from Ohio and the Senator from Kentucky, and 


I did not refer to any other Senator on the floor 
My reply was 


what I said, and I mean it now. The Senator 


| from Ohio but the other day, in speaking of the 
I now feel, as profound a regard for him, | trust, || 


Executive, said, ** Your Executive lacks blood; he 
has not got the nerve to carry out and perform his 
duties as he ought.’’ And particularly was I re- 
plying to the Senator from Ohio in reference to the 


| State of Louisiana when | charged upon himand 


upon the Senator from Kentucky a joint purpose 
to attack the Administration, and to destroy the 
Sir, their joint purpose 
is this: the Senator from Kentucky would keep 
Louisiana out of the Union until the rebels can 
vote under its constitution; and the Senator from 
Ohio would keep her out until the negroes of Lou- 
isiana can vote in the formation of her constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. President, that is what I said. I referred 
to those gentlemen; and the Senator from Ohio 
will excuse me when, in reference to this matter, 
I undertook to speak to him and of him, because 
that Senator, in the course of the last six oreight 
months, has undertaken, in a published letter of 
his, to charge upon me conspiracy with the Pres- 
ident to defeat the passage in this House of a cer- 
tain bill in relation to the construction or the re- 
construction of the State of Louisiana and other 
States, 

Mr. WADE. When did I do that? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I mean by the letter pub- 
lished under the Senator’s own hand, in which 
he assumed to say that i had written to the State 
of Louisiana stating that that bill would be kept 
back in the Senate of the United States to save 
the President the necessity of vetoing it. Sir, I 
ask the gentleman to produce his proof on that 
subject. 

Mr. WADE. Does the Senator deny that he 
wrote any such letter? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is it right for the Senator from Ohio, ina 
published letter, to say that he is informed by a 
responsible gentleman that some other gentleman 
lias said in the presence of another gentleman that 
the Senator from Wisconsin has written a letter 
to Louisiana in which he says this,and that, and 


| the other thing; and upon evidence like that has 
| the Senator from Ohio the right to undertake, not 


only toattack the President, but to attack me per- 
sonally? 


Sir, the Senator from Maine (Mr. Morritt] | 
will understand that when I have reference to | 


anything that he says on this floor I shall speak 


of what he says and of him. I certainly have not | 
yet referred to him or his action here; but in the | 


speech which I made I spoke of the Senator from 


| Ohio and the Senator from Kentucky. 
In relation to this resolution | have only to say | 
| what I said in the beginning, that | do not see | 
that it can accomplish any good purpose; it may | 


possibly do harm; and upon the very face of itit 





GLOBE. 


If the Senator will allow | 
| me, | thought it particularly offensive then, and | 
I think so now, for the Senator to rise and char- | 
acterize the Senate here as distinguished by radi- | 








| Why does he drag it up now? 
| ing to stir up his malice that I know of. 


| ing about him. 
; up now. 
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is an inquiry at the present time in relation to the 
administration of the executive office, which, in 
my opinion, is unnecessary and unwise. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, when this debate 


commenced, I had very little idea of being dragged 


_into it. I did not know that I had anything par- 


ticularly to do with it. I said nothing about the 
resolution. I stood the torrent of passion which 
the Senator from Wisconsin belched forth upon 


| the Senate the other day in perfect silence. | 


cared nothing about it. I believed I was right, 
and the result showed that I had a very large ma- 
jority of the Senate with me. So believing, | 
cared but very little what the Senator from Wis- 
consin might say about it. I did not think that 


all he could say was worth one moment of the 


time of this body in reply to it. I did not sup- 
pose that either he or myself, in any personal re- 
marks that we could make, would be serving the 
country so much as we should by allowing the 


| measure then under consideration to pass, and 
| proceeding with the public business. 


It was not 
necessary that he should drag up this topic un- 
»rovoked, without my saying a word, and turn 
Lack to his old controversy and repeat it over 
again, making it almost necessary for me to get 
up nowand detain the Senate for a few moments, 

I ask the Senator and | ask the Senate, why is 
it that this unprovoked, gratuitous attack should 
be commenced upon me now, when the Senator 
had the floor to himself on that occasion, and said 
all he could say to the Senate, and said it, | sup- 
pose, as well as he has said itnow? If he har- 
bors any particular malice against me, or if he 
wants to make it appear that he is the peculiar 
defender of the President of the United States, and 
that the President cannot stand alone anywhere 
unless braced up by such help as that, allow me 
to say that he hasa very much poorer opinion of 
the President than I have, [laughter,] for | hardly 
think such props will tend to support him much; 
and | will give this advice to the President now 
in my place: “*If you are in danger of any at- 
tacks, for God’s sake select as your defender some 
man that somebody pays some attention to.”’ | 
care nothing for the Senator’s attacks. I didnot 
reply before, and I am trespassing on the Senate 
in rns now. Why wake up Rip Van Win- 
kle? The Senator says that a certain letter was 
published. Sir, in the protest which Mr. Davis 
and myself put forth—I suppose that is what he 
alluded to—we did say that we were informed that 
a letter had been written by him down to New 
Orleans, in which he stated that they intended to 
postpone that measure till so late in the session 
that the President would not have time to con- 
sider it. That is what we were informed; I have 
the letter which so informed me, from as good a 
man as there is in the State of Ohio or elsewhere, 
and Mr. Davis has another letter to the same ef- 
fect. The Senator very early in the session spoke 
to me on that subject. I told him thatl had such 
a letter, but that | had not brought it with me, 
and if he wished to see it I could send home and 
getit. Hedid not seem to require that; he did 
notask me to do it, and | dropped the subject. 
That, I suppose, was more than two monthsago. 
I have done noth- 
I have 
not spoken of him or about him, or thought of 
him. He was not evenin my thoughts or inmy 
mind. Icare nothing about himany more than I 
do about anybody else. 1 bear him no malice, and 
very little good-will. (Laughter.] I care noth- 
Ido not know why he has waked 
He has slept about a year on these let- 
ters that he complains of, and never before asked 


| me to produce them; he never denied what they 


contained in all my conversations with him; he 
never pretended to deny that it was just as the 
statement was in the letter of Mr. Davis and my- 


| self. He spoke to me to inquire about the letter. 
I told him we had such a letter, but that I had it 


at home and would produce it if necessary. He 
did not say that he wanted to see it, or 1 would 
have sent for it. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Did I not tell the Senator 
from Ohio distinctly that ] had never written to 


‘| any person in Louisiana on the subject of that 


bill,and that I] had never had aconversation with 
the President about ituntil the bill passed? 

Mr. WADE. Ide notremember that the Sen- 
ator said so. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I certainly did. 
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ator said one word of that kind. 1 will not say 
he did not, because I did not treasure up much of 
what he said. I did not think it very important 
then, nor do | now. But enough as to that gen- 
tleman. He is the peculiar defender of the Pres- 
ident! I fear the President will fare very hard 
unless he has better support, as | said before; 
but I care nothing about that; it is between him 
and the President. The President, | suppose, 
will stand on his own foundation and I shall en- 
deavor to stand on mine. I have not attacked 
the President. Sometimes when I have thought 
the President was wrong, I have attacked the 
thing he has done that I believed to be wrong. I 


Mr. WADE. Ido not remember that the Sen- | 


think the Senate of the United States has some | 


independent duties of its own to perform. I 
do not think that it always consists with the 


honor even of the President that we should be his | 


mere servants, obeying everything that we may 


not always wiser than the whole of us or a ma- 
jority of us. I have not said he was unwise, nor 
have L said he was wise. I have not criticised 
the President at all. I have criticised some of 
his acts, and I have disapproved of some of them; 
and the Senator believes that is a violent attack 


upon the President which needs rebuke here! | 
Why did he not turn to me and make that rebuke || 
He got upand made his statements and | 


at first? 
did not apply them to me until he was rebuked 
from higher quarters, and then he turned around 
and went back to his old speech and recapitulated 


itand said that he meant me by the old speech, | 


and thereby sought to get rid of the new one to- | 


day. That is what he was after; and he was 
properly rebuked for it. 
What is more arrogant than for any Senator to 


rise on this floor and arraign the whole body as | 


being in hostility to the President of the United 
States merely because a resolution of inquiry is 
offered? ‘The Senator says we have no right to 
question the President for anything; it is an im- 
peachment of his wisdom to do so. Why, sir, 
resolutions of this kind are the business of almost 


every morning hour. Itis this peculiar * friend”? | 
of the President, one of **the king’s friends,”’ 
that must rise here in opposition to 1t. The Pres- | 


ident is not opposed to it that ever I heard of. I 
suppose the President is perfectly willing—nay, I 
am notcertain but that he is anxious, and I have 
understood that he is anxious—to give the Senate 
such information on this subject as they may ask 
ofbim. Ihave heard from a gentleman—as good 
a **friend,’? who ought at least to be quite as 
good a triend as the Senator—that the President 
rather desired and wished to give us the informa- 
tion called for by this resolation. I will not say 
that the fact is so, but | have been so informed. 
Whether it be so or not, however, the President 





has initiated a proceeding of the utmost conse- | 
quence to the nation; he has held a conference | 


with leading enemies of the country with regard 
tothe greai question of peaceor war. Is the Sen- 
ate of the United States not interested in such 
questions? When these tremendous issues are 
pending, are we to be told that the Senate of the 


United States has no right to look into them? | 


‘The Senator seems to suppose so. 


I should like to know what the Senator thinks | 


the people of Wisconsin have sent him here for. 
Has he anything to do for them? Has he any 
judgment of his own to exercise upon any ques- 
tion? and if upon any question, what more im- 
portant than that in the midst of this gigantic war 
we shall know what kind of negotiations have been 
entered into, what offers have been made pro and 
con., whatare the probabilities of the result?) The 
whole nation stands on tiptoe to ascertain. 
people know that questions of the most vital in- 


the United States and the emissaries of the rebel 
chief. 
did they reject? _ Can any question more import- 


The | 


What offers did he make, and what offers | 


ant than this arise before the American people, 
| 


and isa Senator to be rebuked upon this floor 
and told that he is doing something which does 
not belong to him, that heisan intermeddler with 


the private business of the President, when he | 
assumes to ask him in respectful language, * Sir, || 


if the public interest is not opposed to it, please 


to communicate to the Senate of the United States | 


what passed thereat that conference between you 
and the enemies of the country?” This is iun- 








pertinent in the opinion of ‘ the king’s friend ;”’ 
but, sir, the ** king’’ himself does not consider it 


|so. Abraham Lincoln never objected toa fair 
| inquiry like this, nor, in my judgment, will he 








thank his **friend”’’ for interposing in his behalf 
in a case of this kind. 


Sir, Idid say on a former occasion that I thought | 


there was great impropriety in this meeting, and 
I have not altered my mind on that subject. | 
wish to God that the President had taken a dif- 
ferent view from that by which he seems to have 
been actuated. I wish the President had eon- 
ceived it incompatible with the high position he 
holds as the President of the United States to 
proceed to meet the emissaries of the rebel chief. 
I think it was a condescension not very honora- 


|| ble to the nation, on his part; but he has done it, 


and good may come of it for aught | know. He 
took one view of the subject and I another; but 


| being a Senator upon this floor, I entertain my 
ascertain to be his wish and will, because he is | 


opinion as strongly and as firmly as the Presi- 
dent does his. He may be right and | may be 
wrong, but there is nothing in the relation be- 
tween the President and the Senate that requires 
me to get on my Knees and humiliate myseif be- 
fore him, and say these great questions of public 
interest do not belong to me as well as to the 
President. Lam responsible to the State of Ohio, 
nay, to the whole nation, as much as he is, for the 
way thatthis thing shallcome out, I wantto know 
what he is doing. We have invested him with 
vast powers, says the gentleman. So we have; 
and_is it not the business of a free people, isitnot 
the business of the Senate of the United States, to 
watch the President, and see how he exercises 
the vast powers we have conferred upon him? | 
know of nothing more Important in our position 
than that, although we have the utmost confidence 
in the President, on these great questions we shall 
look into his acts; we shall call for all the facts, 


because we are ultimately to act upon them, as | 


well as the President of the United States. Why 
should we not respectfully ask him, ‘Sir, if 
there is nothing incompatible with the public in- 
terest in telling us what you have done, let us 
know whatitis.’’ Is there anything more import- 
ant-than to know what propositions he did make 
to the rebels, on what terms he did agree that 
there should be an amnesty; what offers on our 
part they so arrogantly rejected? ‘These are 
questions that the Senator thinks we have noth- 
ing to do with; these are questions which he thinks 
do not interest the Senate of the United States. 
He thinks this interview was a mere personal 
amusement of the President, with which the Sen- 
ate has nothing to do, and in regard to which it 
is impertinent to inquire. 
ideas. 

I care nothing for the gentleman’s attack to-day. 
As I said before, he will not provoke areply from 
me. Perhaps Il ought not tosay a word in reply, 
as I did not before. 1 care nothing for what lie 
has said; I think nothing about it; Leven bear 
him no malice for anything he can say, for L have 
never had anything to do with him and never 
wanttohave. (Laughter.] I did say ona former 
occasion that | intended to know, if there was 
power in this body to ascertain, what it was that 
that negotiation was about. 
esting, and I thought we ought to have it, and I 
declared that if the Senate had the power to get 
the information | would know. I should have 
introduced such a resolution as this long before 
now, but very soon after [ took my seat on mak- 
ing those remarks to which I have just alluded 


Sir, | scout all such 


| the Senator from Massachusetts offered a resolu- 


|} meant me, and me alone, or the Senator fro 


| and was not disposed to say a single word on the 
terest have been pending between the President of || 


tion almost in the exact terms of that which I 
would have presented, and I was content with it, 
glad that he had taken the matter under his wing, 


subject, only glad that the inquiry was to be made, 


willing and anxious to vote for the resolution in 
silence, without saying a word, but here I must 


be provoked by this uncalled-for attack of the 
Senator, repeating his old speech against me, and 


trying to make it offensive by saying that he 
tucky and myself. Whata poor mi 

peal to what he supposes to be the prejue 
exist on one side and the other of this Chamber! 
What fine statesmanship fora * friend”’ of the 


President here, instead of undertaking to make 


| peace and conciliation in this gre at council of the 


United States, to descend to the lowest depths of 





I thought it inter- | 
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demagogism in order to provoke a controversy 
between me and those who are disposed to agree 
with me upon a certain proposiuon that we sup- 
pose to be right! How did he suppose thata 
gentleman worthy a seat upon thisfloor was going 
to be swayed by such an appeal as that? 

Sir, | rejoice when on the other side of the 
Chamber | find gentlemen who agree with me in 
regard to any great question that concerns the 
country. lam glad we are not divided always. 
We have been divided, we frequently are divided 
in opinion, so that we have to battle sharply to 
maintain our different positions, I regret that 
always; and nothing pleases me more than when 
I think Lam right to be confirmed in that opin- 
ion by finding that statesmen on the other side of 
the Chamber rise and express their agreement 
with me and their intention to vote in company 
with me. On the occasion referred to more than 
two thirds of the Senate voted as 1 did; and yet 
Iam to be arraigned here as the enemy of the 
President, and the Senator says his remarks 
plied to nobody but me. Because I advocated a 
position which commanded the votes of more than 
two thirds of the Senate, and because the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky and some other gentlemen on 
the other side of the Chamber agreed to a prop- 
osition which it was so manifest to everybody 
ought to pass, I am to be arraigned. He is par- 
ticular to tell the Senate that he means the Senn 
tor from Ohio, and the attack is made on me for 
agreeing with a Senator on the other side! I say 
ayain, the Senator thus appeals to the low, mis- 
erable prejudices of party spiriton the floor of the 
Senate; aud he tells us that he hurls his anath- 
emas not at the Senate, but at the Senator from 
Ohio; and yet | was speaking the sentiments, if 
I understand the vote, of two thirds of the mem- 
bers of this body. I was content with the sub- 
stance. My position was maintained strongly 
against all he could say, and I thought I might 
well set off the vote sustaining me against a 
poor, miserable, demagogical speech that anybody 
might make anywhere. ‘The substantial thing 
was that a triumphant vote of the Senate of the 
United States sustained me in my position; and 
the Senator says he gave me a sound thrashing 
for holding such opinions, and that he did not 
mean to attack any other members of the Senate. 
Did not others argue the same question? Did uot 
others give the same vote? Did not his remarks 
as well apply to them as tome? If I was Pilate 
and the Senator from Kentucky was Herod, were 
there nota great many Pilates and Herods on both 
sides of this Chamber on that same subject? ‘The 
Senator from Kentucky and myself do not dis- 
agree more than the Senator from Wisconsin dis- 
agrees with a large mi jority of the Senate of the 
United States. But lam to be singled out, and 
old things that have slept for a year are to he 


ups 
{ 


brougnt up against me, because another Senator 
properly sees fit to rebuke the Senator from Wis- 
consin for his unprovoked attack upon the Sen- 
ate itself, and he parries it by saying, ‘*I, the 
the other day, attacked the Senator from Ohio; [ 
attacked him personally; I did not speak for the 
Senate; I did not speak for the country; I hurled 
my anathemas at the Senator from Ohio, and the 
rest of you ought not to complain, because I did 
not mean you.’’ ‘The Senate agreed with me in 
my argument; but he did not mean to attack the 
Senate, he meant to attack the Senator from Ohio! 

Sir, in an hour like this, when the nation is en- 
gaged in a gigantic struggle with the worst ene- 
mies that the world ever saw, and we are delib- 
erating how best we can extricate the country 
from this condition, lL envy not the Senator who 
so far forgets his duty to the country and to the 
Senate itself as to rise here and make a speech of 
an hour and a half or two hours barely to lecture 
the Senator from Ohio or anybody el Poor 
‘*friend’’ of the President! Miserable prop, to 
by an attack on ime ! Ie 


his dignity 


maintain 


does not make much difference to the President 
whether the attack succeeds or fai The Pres- 
ident will notcare much about iteither way. But 
that is the Senator’s ex use. He made tl ongest, 


fiercest, most vindictive speech Ih 


| ive heard ii the 


Senate since the rebels ran away; and now he says 
he meant it nearly ior me,and iytt rion 
of it for the Senator from Kentuck y, who seemed 
to care as little about it as I did hat Senator 


handled the tso well thatif | had been dis- 


not have 
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added a word to what I believe, in the judgment 
of the Senate, was his triumphant vindication of 
himaelf and, I thought, incidentally of me. Sol 
dropped it; and now I drop it again, hoping that 
this resolution will pass, because I believe that 
things transpired in that conference which the 
Senate of the United States ought to know. I | 
think the President ought to tell us what propo- 
sitions he made to these scoundrels, and what 
they rejected, that the whole country may know 
how we stand related to them. Did they main- 
tain their old arrogance? Did they reject propo- | 
sitions that were mostreasonable to be made? Or 
did the President fail to make any propositions 
or terms that ordinary men should have complied 
with? Are not these things matters that the Sen- 
ate ought to know; and if they ought to know 
them, how else can they reach that knowledge, 
except by a resolution like this, respectful in its 
terms, calling on the President to disclose to us 
whatever transpired, that, in his judgment, it is | 
not incompatible with the public interest to let 

us know? That is all there is of it; and the Sen- | 
ator from Wisconsin thinks thatis a violentattack | 
on the President against the peace and dignity of 
the country. Sir, there is nothing wrong about | 
it. There is nothing in it that the President | 
would not agree to. I have made no attack on | 
the President. 1 maintain this resolution with- | 
out fear of any rebuke from the President of the | 
United States or anybody else, except the Sena- 

tor from Wisconsin. And, sir, | have done with | 
him. I have marked his course a long time. I 
do not know why he has become so venomous 
toward me. I have never had anything to do 
with him. I have no disposition to enter into 
any negotiations with him on any subject what- 
ever. Lam willing here to leave him the defender 
of the President. Whenever I see fit to attack | 
the President when he is wrong, | shall doit just 
as quick if this Cerberus stood in the way bark- 
ing as though there was no opposition whatever; 
it would make no difference with me. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, this de- 
nunciation of the Senator from Ohio will not pro- | 
voke my temper. | have never expressed myself | 
ns angry to the Senator from Ohio. I have spoken 
to the Senator trom Ohio in earnestness, and | 
usually speak in earnestness on every subject 
when | address the Senate. I said in reference to | 
the Senator from Ohio thatin the language which 
he used in his speech he did attack the Adminis- | 
tration and the President in the strongest terms | 
possible to be used; but have I used any expres- 
sion of anger toward the Senator from Ohio? Not | 
atall. I have spoken of his language toward the 
Administration and the Executive; I have de- | 
nounced the language, denounced the position, | 
and I have done it heretofore; I shall do it here- | 
after, undoubtedly. When the Senator assumes | 
that I stand here to speak as the special friend of 
the Executive, he is entirely mistaken. I admit 
that lL am one among the friends of the Executive, 
and when I think the Executive is right in the | 
course that he pursues, | propose to defend him | 
against all the denunciations the Senator from | 
Ohio can make, has ever made, or may hereafter | 


ce —- 








make, when he is wrong in making them. || 


Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio in 
this very speech says the President was wrong | 
in consenting to go down to Fortress Monroe to | 
listen to the propositions of any individuals on 
the subject of peace; that it was undignified and 
unbecoming his great presidential office which 
he fills todo so, The Senator the other day in | 
the midst of his denunciatory and inflammatory 


| of the war, assuming that instead of the Presi- 





speech, went on to declare to the Senate, in de- || 


nunciation of that proceeding, that he desired to | 
know, and he vowed that he would know if there 
was power enough in the Senate to compel the 
knowledge to be given, what transpired between | 
the President and those gentlemen. Sir, when | 
that gentleman asks and prays for peace here 

among the friends of the Administration is it for 

him to begin war on the Administration; war on | 
its friends, denunciation of the Executive in ad- | 
vance, without knowing the circumstances under 
which he met those gentlemen, denouncing it in 
ignorance ofall that has occurred, and declare that | 
the power of the Senate was to be used to compel | 
the truth of all that to be disclosed to the Senate | 


dent of the United States controlling the Army, 
granting amnesty, listening to propositions for 


peace, for laying down the arms of the rebels, the | 


committee on the conduct of the war must be con- 
sulted; the Senate must exercise its power and 
go into all this administration and see what 


amnesty ought to be tendered by the President, | 


whether pardon should be granted if their arms 
should be laid down, of upon what terms! 

Let me say to the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
once for all, that I claim no more to be a sup- 


porter of the Administration than any other gen- | 


tleman on this floor; and lam no more a supporter 


of the Administration than he, in my judgment, | 


ought to be in good faith, from the position that | 
he holds, because I believe that the interests of | 


this country and the interests of the Government 


depend upon our giving the Administration a fair, | 
a cordial, and aunited support in the great struggle | 


through which we are passing. 
Senator from Ohio to go against his own convic- 
tions and to sustain what he does not believe; I 
do not ask him to do wrong, to violate his own 
conscience; nor do I expect to violate my own 
conscience, nor will | supportany measure which 
I believe to be wrong. I claim for myself the same 
independence which I am willing to give to him; 


but what I say to the Senator from Ohio is, that | 


he has no right to begin a denunciation in advance 
of the action of the Executive when he knows 


I do notask the | 
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the Senator. If I am supposed to be guilty of 

all these improprieties what has he to do about 

it particularly? What charge has he over me? 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I claim no authority over 

the Senator from Ohio, but the Senator from Ohio 

must not make war on me if he expects to have 
eace. 


Mr. WADE. 


I wish barely to say that in all] 


| the things about which the Senator accuses me, 


I had not mentioned his name orthoughtofhim; 
and why does he talk about my attack on him? 


| He seems to consider what he calls an attack on 


the President as an attack on him. IL have not 
mentioned his name, nor would I do so now but 
for the fact that having got into a little contro- 
versy with another Senator, he turns around and 
repeats his old speech and says he meant it all 
for me then and now. I care nothing about it, 
He says there may be peace or war between 
us. It will not disturb me very much whether 
there be peace or whether there be war. I reckon 
I shall always *‘ pursue the even tenor of my 
way”’ here very much as | have done heretofore, 
and I doubt whether I shall think of the Senator 


| three times during the whole session, and cer- 


nothing of the facts, as he did time and again, the || 
other day, in his speech denouncing this whole | 
proceeding by which the President of the United | 


States has, it is said, held these conferences with | 


those gentlemen and listened to the proposals that 
they made. Why should the Senator from Ohio 
denounce itinadvance? Why should he threaten 
the Executive with the whole power of the Senate 
to compel the disclosure of all that occurred be- 
tween them? Why all these muttering threats 
from the Senator from Ohio in advance of his 
knowing what had occurred? 

Mr. President, I have not denounced this res- 
olution as coming from the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts as an attack onthe President. I have 
said, and the strongest expression | have used in 
relation to itis, that | believed it was unwise to 
make the inquiry in the present state of the cir- 
cumstances, I did go on and say further that it 
was the usual mode which was adopted when 
attacks were made upon the Administration by 
an opposition, It seems to presuppose that the 
President of the United States will not voluntarily 
disclose to Congress what it is necessary should 
be disclosed, or that something has occurred 
which, as the Senator from Ohio himself says, in 
his opinion does not conform to the dignity of 
the high position that he holds; that he has been 
doing something derogatory to his character as 
President of the United States, as the Senator 
believes. 

Now, sir, I come to speak to the Senator from 
Ohio. He says thatl have no right to speak 
particularly of him. I think I have some right 
when the Senator connects me personally with 
the Executive in a public charge circulated all 
over the country, alleging that I had been in some 
conspiracy with the Executive to defeat the proper 
action of Congress upona bill that was then pend- 


ing. I tell the Senator from Ohio that I never 
passed one word with the President on the sub- 


ject of the bill to which he referred until it had 
passed. I complain of that. 

Sut the Senator says that is an old matter that 
has been asleep. Having expressed myself on 
it, if the Senator so desires, itcan sleep. If the 
Senator thinks that upon this floor, between all 

> ™ 
parties here who claim to support the Govern- 


| ment in this great crisis, it is our duty that we 


and the country? I suppose the honorable Sena- |, 


tor from Ohio is thinking about “ running”? this 
Administration by the committee on the conduct | 


should be at peace one with another, Iam ready for 
peace. But in order that that peace may be main- 
tained, 1 insist that the Senator from Ohio shall 
not, in every speech that he makes on this floor, 
travel out of the record unnecessarily to denounce 
the Executive as wanting nerve, wanting blood, 
failing in the performance of his duty, denoun- 
cing him for this very proceeding which is called 
for by the resolution as undignified, not comport- 
ing with the presidential office, and threatening 
in advance that he will bring the power of the 


Senate to compel the disclosure of all that has 
there occurred. 


Mr. WADE. I want to put one question to 


ee 


tainly not unless he wakes me up as he has done 
now when | was not dreaming of him at all, and 
had not for a month, 

The resolution was agreed to. 


POSTAL LAWS. 


Mr. WILSON. Iask unanimous consent to 
introduce a bill with a view to reference. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 1 object to everything 
until my little bill is finished. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 


| The bill (8. No. 390) relating to the postal laws 


| is before the Senate as in 


Committee of the 


Whole. 

Mr. COLLAMER. In pursuance of the re- 
quest of members I had the honor to go through 
with the bill, explaining its various provisions, 
until 1] reached the last section, the seventeenth, 
In 1863, Congress, on the recommendation of the 


_ head of the Department, adopted a plan to enable 


| 


| 


| but that in such cases he should have 





him to put in operation the free-delivery system, 
and in order todo that it was provided that on all 


| drop letters two cents postage should be prepaid, 


and with that money it was thought he would pro- 
cure the free-delivery of mail matter in most of 


| our cities andlarge towns. It was in consequence 


of that assurance that the law was passed. The 
present head of the Department finds, as he thinks, 
under the experiments made by his predecessor 
and himself, that the two cents which is received 
on drop letters does not anything like pay the ex- 
pense of the system of free delivery, and there- 


| fore he cannot carry on that system in many of 
| the cities and towns where it has been established, 


and he has been compelled to suspend it. He so 
construes the law which provided for free delivery 
that he cannothavea penny post to deliver letters, 
as formerly was the case, and the seventeenth 
section of this bill is to so construe that law as 
notto forbid that. It is so framed as to say that 

the act of 1863 shall receive thatconstruction. 
The committee on examining the subject were 
willing that where he could not sustain his free- 
delivery system he might have the poner post, 
utonecent 


postage on drop letters. ‘The additional cent was 


| given to pay for the delivery, and if there is no 


free delivery we think the postage should be but 
one cent on drop letters. ‘That is to say, for in- 
stance the people in Dover or Salem shail not pay 
two cents on their drop letters in order to enable 
Boston and New York to have theirs delivered 
free. We therefore propose in this section to 
amend the law by providing that the Postmaster 
General may set up a penny post where he does 
not have free delivery, in his discretion; but that 
in that case the postage on the drop letters shall 
be but one cent. It is further provided that in 
those cities in which there are at least fifty thou- 
sand population he shall establish the free-delivery 
system; meaning thereby that if it cannot be made 
efficient for that purpose we shall not have it atail. 

There is alsoan additional section recommended 
as an amendment by the committee, beyond the 
seventeenth section as printed in the original bill. 
This new section may perhaps well claim some 
attention, and it may be liable to some objection, 
lt is now proposed to be inserted in the form in 
which the Department recommended. Iam not 
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perhaps entirely satisfied with it. It is said that 
our mails are made the vehicle for the conveyance 
of great numbers and quantities of obscene books 
and pictures, which aresent to the Army, and sent 
here and there and everywhere, and that it is 


5. 


getting to be a very great evil. Thi$ section is 
drawn with a view to preventthat. The first part 
of it provides that if such publications are in the 
mails the postmasters may take them out; and 
the latter part provides a penalty and a punish- 
ment forthose who putthem into the mails. The 
Senate may adopt the whole of this section, or the 
latter part of it without the first part. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ifthey are sentinenvelopes, 
how does the postmaster know what they are? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Printed publications are 
always sent open at oneend. It will not require 
the breaking of seals. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
the postmaster break the seals? 

Mr. COLLAMER. There is not a word said 
about ** seals’? in the section. If zentlemenare not 
satisfied with that part of it which authorizes the 
postmaster to throw them out, that part of the 
section can be stricken out; and [ take it the ob- 
jection would be mainly that itmight be made a 


precedent for undertaking to give him a sort of 


cénsorship over the mails and allow him to discard 
matter which was not satisfactory, politically, to 
some party—like throwing out the abolition pa- 
pers that used to be talked about. If itis thought 
that it may furnish a bad precedent to that extent, 
the first clause of the section may be stricken out, 
and then the amendment will merely make it penal 
for anybody to deposit such matter in the mails. 
The provision is reported as the Department 
wished it; but I shall be quite as well satisfied 
versonally if the first clause is rej ected, 

Mr. JOHNSON. I moveto strike out the first 
clause. ‘The precedent is a bad one, [ think. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the amendments reported by the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will my motion be in order 
after those amendments shall have been disposed 
of? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be. 

Mr. COLLAMER. This section of which I 
have just spoken is an amendment of the com- 


mittee; but there is one before it which should 
first be acted upon. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the next amendment of the committee 
in order. 


The Secretary read the amendment, which was 
to strike out the thirteenth section of the bill, in 
the following words: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That nothing contained 
in the actentitted “An act to establisha postal money-order 
system,” approved May 17, 1864, or in any other act, shall 
be so construed as lo prevent deputy postinasters at money- 
order oflices from depositing in the national banks desig 
nated by the Seeretary of the ‘Treasury as pubiie deposi 
tories, to their own credit and at their risk, money-order 
funds in theircharge, under the direction of the Postmaster 
General, nor to prevent their negotiating drafts, orders, or 
Other evidences of debt through these banks, as they may 
be instructed and required by the Postmaster General, in 
order to facilitate the working of the money-order system. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

And be it further enacted, That nothing contained in the 
act entitled “An act to establish a postal money-order sys- 
tem,”? approved May 17, 1864, or in any other act, shall be 
so construcd as to prevent deputy postmasters at money 
order or other offices from depositing in the national banks 
designated by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury as public de 
positories, to their own credit as deputy postmasters, 
mnoney-order or othertunds in their charge, under the diree- 
tion of the Postinaster General, nor to prevent their nego- 
tiating drafts, orders, or other evidences of debt through 
these banks, as they may be instructed and required by the 
Postmaster General. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


The next amendment was to add to the seven- 
teenth section the following proviso: 


Provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby further enacted, 
That the system of tree delivery shall be established in 
every place containing a population of fifty thousand within 
the delivery of the office thereot, and at such other places 
as the Postmaster General in his judgment shall direct: 
“ind further provided, That the prepayment postage on drop 
letiers in all places where free delivery is not established 
shall be one cent only. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was toadd the following | 


as an additional amendment: 


“And he it further enacted, That no obscene book, pam- 
phiet, picture, print, or other publication of a vulgar and 
indecent character, shall be admitted into the mails of the 


You do not propose to let | 


| other publications. 


United States ; but all such obscene publications deposited 
in or received at any post office, or discovered in the mails, 
shall be seized and destroyed, or otherwise disposed of, as 
the Postmaster General shail direct. And any person or 
persons who shall deposit or cause to be deposited in any 
post office or branch post otfice of the United 8S ites, lor 
mailing or for delivery, an obscene book, pamplilet, picture, 
print, or other publication, Knowing the same to be of a 
vulgar and indecent character, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, being duly convicted thereot, shall, for 
every such offense, be fined not more than $500, or im 

prisoned not more than one year, or both, according to ihe 
circumstances and aguravations ot the ol lise. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I moveto amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the first part of it, so as to 
leave it merely to cfeate an offense on the part of 
those who deposit in the mails these books or 
[It seems to me—and inthat | 
believe the chairman of the Post Office Commit- 
tee, in a great measure, if not wholly, concurs— 
thatit would be establishing a very bad precedent 
to give authority to postmasters to take anything 
outofthe mail. Itis true that most of the printed 
matter that is sent is sent without being covered 
or sealed up; butif there is any danger of this 
kind those who send this species of pubfications 
will no doubt soon begin to seal them, and then 
the postmaster, whenever he suspects that the 
envelope contains anything which is obnoxious 
to objection, will break the seal. It does not ap- 
pear to me to be atall necessary to the accom- 
plishment of the purpose; for atter the postmas- 
ter takes the material out, what is he to do with 


; it?) May he circulate itif he thinks proper? It 
| is sufficient, as | think, to accomplish the end, 


which is a laudable end in itself, to make it a 
misdemeanor on the part of him who seeks to 
send through the mail matter of this description. 
That will be done if the first part of the section 
is stricken out. I move to strike out all of the 
section after the enacting clause down to, and in- 
cluding the word ** and’’ in line seven. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would much prefer, if 
the Senator would be satisfied, with simply strik- 
ing out the second clause of the first paragraph. 
I think the prohibition against publications of 
this character going into the mails oughtto stand. 
We are well aware that many of these publica- 
tions are sent all over the country from the city 
of New York with the names of the parties send- 
ing them on the backs, so that the postmasters 
without opening the mail matter may know that 
it is offensive matter, indecent and improper to 
be carried in the public mails. I think, therefore, 
the legislative prohibition against carrying such 
matter when itis known to the postmasters should 
be left. Probably the second clause allowing him 


| to open mail matter should be struck out; and I 


/ ered or admitted into the mail. 


suggest to the Senator to modify his amendment 
by merely moving to strike out the words ** but 
all such obscene publications deposited in 0; re- 
ceived at any post office, or discovered in any 
mail, shall be seized and des-royed or otherwise 
disposed of, as the Postmaster General shall 
direct.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ihave no objection to that, 
and I so modify my amendment. 

The amendment, as modified, was read. 

Mr. HALE. 1 wish to suggest a mere verbal 
amendment. I think, in the third line, it would 
be well to say that none of them shall be deliv- 
This simply 
says they shall not be admitted. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The other part goes on to 
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| of a great many country papers. 


a 


Senator’s attention to the maximum of expense 
allowed to specialagents. Inthe seventh section, 
as it is now, the amount allowed to special agents 
for traveling and incidental expenses is four dol 
lars a day, and in the preceding section it ts five 
dollars. | think it ought to be uniform, 

Mr. COLLAMER., Iisa five dollars a day in 
the Pacific States and Territories. 

Mr. SHERMAN. While the present sixth 
section applies to the special agenton the Pacific 
coast, It also authorizes the appointmentof ** two 


additional special agents to superintend postal 


matters connected with the railway mail service 
of the United States,’’ and their maximum al- 
lowance for traveling and incidental expenses is 

five dollars a day, while the next section fixes 

the allowance for all epecial agents at four dol- 

larsaday. Ithink that ought to be increased to 

five dollars, 

Mr. COLLAMER., I have no objection. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move toamend the pres- 
ent seventh section by striking out ** four’? and 
inserting ** five.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I now propose an amendment 
which is of some consequence, and | want the 
attention of the chairman to it. | move to strike 
out the third section, It is the section which 
compels the postage on every newspaper sent 
through the mails to be prepaid at the place of 
publication. I think that will operate to the ruin 
It will be de- 
structive to that interest and will operate exceed- 
ingly partially. I suppose the very large papers 
that circulate by fifties and hundreds of thousands, 
such as the New York Herald, Tribune, and 
World, and some of the Philadelphia papers, 
pay no postage, but are transmitted by express 
outside of the mails and aregold by newsboys. 
They are thus free from the burden of postage. 
‘The country papers that are sent to their sub- 


| scribers go through the mails; and now, in ad- 


dition to the taxes you have imposed on them 
for advertising and everything else, you propose 
to require the publisher to pay the postage inad- 
vance at the place of publication. I think the 
small country papers are sufficiently burdened, 
and that this further tax upon them will be very 
severe, and in many cases ruinous. 

A great many of the country papers do not re- 


ceive all their subscription money, or anything 


| some. 


make the offense of putting in such matter for | 
| mailing or delivering a misdemeanor. 


Mr. HALE. Well, | do not care about it. 

Theamendmenttotheamendmentwasagreed to. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
ments proposed by the committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is one amendment, 
verbal in its character, which I wish to suggest. 
On page 5, in the fourth line of section seven, as 
it now stands—the original section eight—the ref- 
erence to the section should be stricken out, and 
the word ** preceding”’ inserted, so as to make it 
definite. It refers now to ‘* the seventh section 
of this act,’’ but by the changes made the original 
seventh section is now the sixth section. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Itoughtto be *‘the sixth.”’ 

Mr.SHERMAN. Say ‘the preceding sec- 
tion.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That mistake 
will be corrected asa clerical error. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire also to call the 


That ends all the amend- | 


like it, in cash, butcirculating in the country they 
are paid for in barter, by the country produce of 
the farmers who take them; and my friend from 
Maine (Mr. Farwe wt] suggests, what | have no 
doubt is true, thata great many of the subseri- 
bers never pay at all. To impose on the editor 
the necessity of paying in advance the postage 
upon these papers, for many of which he never 
gets any pay, it seems to me would be burden- 
Itis a new feature. I think that the ar- 
rangement of making the subscribers pay quar- 
terly is well enough. If you choose, you may 
require them to pay quarterly in advance. 

Mr. FARWELL. It is so now. 

Mr. HALE. If that is properly enforced by 
the Post Office Department, itis enough, and this 
section 18 not necessary. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The law is now that the 
postage on all papers that go through the mails 
must be paid. This section visits no new burden 
on anybody. Instead of having the postage paid 
by the quarter, atthe end of the quarter, and col- 
lected at the office of delivery, it provides, in order 
to secure the money, that the postage shiall be 
paid at the place where the paperis mailed. That 
will not make any country paper pay any more 
than it does now. Instead of having the postage 
collected from the subscribers through the post- 


| master, the publisher will pay the postage when 


he puts itin the post office, and the subscriber 
will pay the publisher, instead of paying the post- 
master. That is all. There is nothing in the 
idea that this will visit any new burden on any- 
body. Itis no new burden. Itcreates no new 
amount of postage for anybody to pay. Itisonly 
to secure the Government that we may get the 
money we charge for our postage, and the sub- 
scribers will pay the postage in advance to the 
printer, and he will pay it to the postmaster, in- 
stead of their paying itto the postmaster, They 
have got to pay the printer for the paper, and 
they may as well pey him the postage at the same 
time. 
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Jat the Senator says that some of the large 
yapers that issue great editions send their papers 
outside of the mails, Undoubtedly they do. ‘This 
section creates no new law about that. We do 
not tax by this law papers that do not go into the 
mails. Under the law now, we do not charge 
postage on those which do not go into the mails. 
1 do not, therefore, see that there is any new 
burden created. As I have already explained, it 
sothing more nor less than a provision to get 
postage already provided for by collecting it 

in a different manner. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think that while this prop- 
osition certainly does not increase the burden, it 
miakes it much more inconvenient, It 1s an in- 
convenience, certainly, because many of the coun- 
iry papers, as has alre ady been suggested, are not 
paid for in money; they are paid for in barter, in 
country produce, 


It is so with many papers in 
the Senator’s 


own State; and if the publisher is 
obliged to pay the postage in advance he will not 
sendthe paper. Itis very desirable for the coun- 
try that these small papers that just live should 
be kept alive. ‘They are very useful in the cir- 
culation of intelligence, very useful for town and 
ounty purpose s, and the y are very us efulinstim- 
ulating the patriotism of the country at this time, 
and I think this would be felt as a very consider- 
able burden on them. It would not be of any 
consequence to the papers in the large cities, be- 
most of them are distributed by news men, 
und those that go to individual subscribers are 
almost always paid for in advance. It is not so 
with country papers; they are not generally paid 


forin advance; butatthe end of the time a farmer 


comes in with a load of wood, or a barrel of po- 

toes, and settles with the publisher. If this 
seétion of the bill be retained it will tend very 
munch to curtail the circulation of small country 
papers, 

Mr COLLAMER, It happens that I live in 
the country, and the genUeman lives in a city; | 
understand the country press. The talk of pay- 
lng for papers in country produce, a practice 
which existed some twenty, thirty, or forty years 
ago, has nothing init. ‘There is notan article of 


country produce anywhere in our country now | 


that is not cash at the door. No man is obliged 
to run around to try to get the printer to take his 
wood for the paper. He can have his dollar for 
his wood any day, anywhere. ‘There is no such 
thing now as paying in produce for papers. No 
country printer could get butter for his family in 
that way. ‘The system is all money. So far 
from being any injury to the publisher, this will 
be a benefit. It will be a benefit that the credit 
system, which is almost entirely done away with 


throughout our country, shall cease with printers | 
This will enable the | 
printer to say to his subscribers, ‘* I have to pre- | 


as well as other people. 


pay this postage; now you must prepay me,”” | 
do not believe it will injure them in the least. 


Certain it is, that as the matter is now regulated, || 


we are losing a large amountof our postage which 


is not collected, and this is the only way in which | 


we can secure its collection. 

Besides, while we keep up the practice of send- 
ing printed matter through the mails without pre- 
payment, we are obliged to keep up this great 
system of accounts to which I have already called 
attention. The accounts of the postmasters for 
what they collect all over the country cannot be 
kept in postage stamps. We have now more 
than twenty thousand quarterly returns; and by 
continuing the practice of carrying newspapers 
without prepayment we still keep up thatsystem, 
and all that immense number of accounts must 
be managed and manipulated in the Department 
here. We never can simplify that system of ac- 
countability in the office in any other manner 
than by making prepayment uniform on printed 
matter as well as on written matter, 

Mr. ANTHONY. [have no doubt that there is 
great force in the argument in regard to the sim- 
plification of accounts; but I think there is noth- 
ing at all in regard to postage. I think at the 

resent price of paper the papers that are for- 
Pited for the non-payment of postage are fully 
equal to the postage. I think they would Sell for 
that. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The very same difficulty 


arises that we never get any accounts of them, 


have honester postmasters, and the country pa- 








j 
} 
| 
| 
‘ 


| be amendable in the Senate. 


| der of the amendments made as in Committee of 


|| **stamps’’ the words ** which stamps shall be | 


masters to return moneys that might be collected 


pers ought not to suffer for that de ficiency. It is 
true that the Senator lives in the country and | 
live in a city; but almost the only thing about 
which I pretend to know as much as the Senator 
is newspapers, and I can assure him that if this 
section passes he will hear from the country press 
all over the country, and the voice will be such 
as | predict, not such as he does. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. | desire to inform the 
chairman of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads that in my opinion, and I live in the 
country, the workings of this section will be to 
suspend all our weekly papers. The papers are 
sent to the country people @n credit frequently. 
The editors cannot prepay the postage. The aver- 
age circulation of our weekly newspapers is four | 
or five hundred. ‘The editors cannot prepay the | 
postage on four or five hundred papers every 
It is as much as they can do to live now. 
I can assure the Senator that the section will have 


week 


\} 
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| 


a very serious effect on the papers in our State. || 


I want to give my vote so that it shall be under- 
stood, and Lask for the yeas and nays. 
no.’’) Well, | withdraw the call for the present. | 
Mr. HALE. I renew the call. 
‘ he yeas and hays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 31, nays 7; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Anthony. juckalew, Carlile, | 
Clark, Cowan, Doolittle, Farwell, Foster, Grimes, Hale, | 
Harlan, Harris, Wendricks, Howe, Lane of Kansas, 
gan, Morriil, Nesmith, Nye, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, 
Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, Wil- | 
lev, Wilson, and Wright—sl. | 
NAYS—Messers. Collamer, Conness, Henderson, John- | 
son, Pomeroy, Ramsey, and Van Winkle—7. 


srown, 


ABSENT —Messrs. Chandler, Davis, Dixon, Foot, Hard- |} 


ing. Hicks, Howard, Lane of Ludiana, McDougall, Rich- 
ardson, Stewart, Trumbull, and Wade—13. | 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FARWELL. Was the first section stricken 
from the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion has been stricken out, 

Mr. FARWELL. | propose to offer an amend- 
ment to that section, but [ can do it when the bill 
is report d to the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The bill will | 


The first sec- 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. FARWELL. I have examined the first 
section that was stricken out in Committee of the | 
Whole, and I propose to offer an amendment to 
it, and then retain the section as amended asa 
part of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


first putthe question on concurring In the remain- 


the Whole, excepting the first. 

The remainder of the amendments were con- 
curred in, 

Mr. FARWELL. I move to amend the first 
section by inserting in line nine, after the word 


canceled by the postmaster in presence of the 
person paying the same.’”? 

1 will state in a word the reason of my offering 
thisamendment. Itis clear from the idea the com- 
mittee had in the first draft of this bill that there 
were two objects sought to be attained. One 
object was to secure the revenue of the Post 
Office Department against any neglect of the post- 


for unpaid postage, or for box rents, or any other 
miscellaneous matters where money might come 
into the hands of the postmaster in any way. 
Another was to simplify the accounts, to prevent, 
it possible, the necessity of the quarterly returns 
of these accounts. The chairman of the committee, 
when the question was up upon striking out the 
first section, stated as one of the leading objec- 
tions, that it would make it necessary to have all 
his quarterly accounts furnished to the Depart- 
ment, and to be there examined and passed upon 
by the Department. I hold that if this section 
is retained with the amendments proposed by 
me, it will accomplish both the objects which, 
evidently, the committee wished to accomplish. 
It will effectually. prevent the postmaster from 
keeping back any of the money that belongs to 
the Department; and, in the second place, it will 
do away with the necessity of making returns to 
the Department of the moneys received not only 
for business, but for the newspapers included in 





|| the section which has been stricken from the bill. | 


Mr. ANTHONY. Then I think you ought to | 


The amendment that I propose provides es | 


i all moneys for unpaid postage, which will include 


ase Oh, {| 


Mor. |} 











February 8, 


| the newspapers, shall be paid in postage Stamps, 


r 


Phe committee were right, so far as that section 
went, in deciding that it gave no protection. A man 
goes into a post office and pays his postage stamps, 
and the postmaster receives them as so much 
money, aud he may sell them again and may put 
the money into his pocket. But the amendment 
which I have proposed says that he shall, in the 
presence of the party paying him those stamps, 
cancel and destroy them. It may be objected that 
it will be neglected, that it will not be done, or 
that there will be some trouble in doing it, but | 
hold that it will not be neglected. When it jg 
made the duty of the postmaster, (and it will son 
be known to every man, woman,and child in the 
land that it is his duty,) when any stamps are 
paid him for any of these purposes, in their pres- 
ence to cancel and deface those stamps, he will do 
it. I think, perhaps, it would be well to add a 
penalty to this section, providing that if he shall 
fail to do it,a penalty shall be inflicted on him for 
not doing it. : 

I think Lamunderstood. If lam, that is all J 
wish to say on the subject. I believe the amend- 
ment will accomplish the whole view that the 


| committee had in mind when they drew the bill, 


and will also remove the objections stated by the 
chairman of the committee upon the proposition 
to strike out the first section. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [think I need add noth- 
ing to what I have heretofore said on this subject, 
It is said that we shall have some security if we 
provide that the postmaster shail take these post- 
age stamps and cancel them in the presence of the 
persons who pay them; but, sir, what security 
have we that those persons will stay there? They 
are not bound to stay there, and there is no way 
to keep them there. 

Mr. FARWELL. Itis usual, when a postmas- 
ter takes money for box rents, to give a receipt, 
and the person waits for it though he is under no 
necessity to do so; and ifthelaw provides that he 
shall cancel these stamps in the presence of the 
person who pays them, they will be likely to stay 
there and see it done, 

Mr. COLLAMER. Thereis no law requiring 
the person to stay there when he pays box rent 
nntil he gets a receipt, and in all probability he 
goes away and cares nothing about a receipt, 
The great probability is thatthe person who pays 
the postage stamps will go right away without 
waiting to see whether the stamps are canceled 
or not. He does not care anything about that, 
The Senator says that if the postmaster is bound 
to cancel them he will do it; but suppose he does 
not, there is no possible way of knowing who you 
are to call on for evidence. The Department are 
not informed who paid them in. They do not 
know who were present when they were canceled, 
and never can know. There is no way to call 
upon these persons, over whom we have no con- 
tro] and no knowledge, whom we cannot tell any- 
thing about. Ifthey are obliged to pay in postage 
stamps, you will still have to trust to the post- 
master’s accounts; you will still have to trust to 
his integrity entirely. You may as well trust him 
by having him render his accounts as by having 
him cancel the stamps. 

Mr. CONNESS. I was unfortunate in not 
hearing the first part of the remarks made by the 
chairman of the committee, but I will state this 
as an apparent objection to the amendment: the 
persons sent to the post offices to do business are 
frequently servants and children. What is their 
testimony worth in regard to the cancellation of 
the stamps? No cancellation made in their pres- 
ence can amount toacheck. Nothing can bea 
check that is not a matter of record between the 
officer who does the business and the Depart- 
ment. It is there that checks can occur; but 
nothing that can be done, or be required to be done, 
in the presence of a third party can amount to 4 
check. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the first section before the 
question is taken on striking it out. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on concurring in the amendment made in 
Committee of the Whole, striking out the first sec- 
tion, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. cfark, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Alfred 
Spink and Daniel Wolf, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Henry Rudd, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WADE. 


The Committee on Territories, 


to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 430) to |} 


amend an act to enable the people of Nevada to 


form a constitution and State government, and | 


for the admission of such State into the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States, have 
directed me to report it back to the Senate with- 
out amendment, and L should like to have it taken 
up now and passed, for 1 believe nobody will 
object to It. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It requires 


unanimous consent to consider the bill now, 1¢ | 


having been just reported, 


Mr. POWELL. 1 object. 
EVENING SESSIONS. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


on some future day for consideration: 


Resolved, That on and after Tuesday next the Senate | 


will take a recess every day from four o’clock p. im. to 
seven o’clock p. m. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let that lie over, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ihave already said that Ido 


not ask its consideration now. 
BRIDGK ACROSS THE OHIO RIVER. 


Mr. POWELL. I move to take up Senate bill 
No. 392, the bill to provide for building a railway 
bridge across the fails of the Ohio river. 

Mr. WILSON. |! propose to move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. i 

Mr. POWELL. I want my bill taken up first. 
We can pass it ina few minutes. 

Mr. CONNESS. I desire to inquire whether 
there was any objection made to the request of 


‘ 


I submit the following res- | 
olution; and | give notice that [ shall call it up | 





the chairman of the Committee on ‘Territories; | 


and ifso,by whom? The bill that he asked the 


consideration of will not occupy an instant. It | 
concerns the Senators from Nevada, who have | 


had no opportunity to get the attention of the Sen- || 
It will excite no debate, and if taken up | 


ate to tt. 
I think will be passed with unanimity. I hope 


that it will be allowed to be taken up at the pres- 
ent time. 


Mr. POWELL. I cannot consent to it. I have || 


yielded my bill for three weeks. IT have no doubt 

shall vote for the bill indicated by the Senator; 
but I think my bill is one of that kind also, and 
1 want it to be acted upon now. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
afterwards, 

Mr. POWELL. I think I can get my bill 
through when taken up in a few moments. 

Mr. WADE. 
first, and [do not think that either will give rise 
to debate; but [ should like to have that bill in 
regard to Nevada taken up. They can both be 
acted upon, I think, this afternoon. 

Mr.POWELL. 1 move that the bill indicated 
by me be now taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 392) supplementary to an act ap- 
proved July 14, 1862, entitled ‘* An act to estab- 
lish certain post roads.” It proposes to amend 
the act of Congress of July 14, 1862, so as to 
authorize the Louisville and Nashville Railroad 
Company and the Jeffersonville and Indianapolis 


Railroad Company (stockholders in the Louis- | 


ville Bridge Company) to construct a railroad 
bridge over the Ohio riverat the head of the falls of 
the Ohio, subject to all the provisions of that act; 
but the bridge may be constructed ata height not 
less than fifty-six feet above low-water mark, and 


We will take that bill up | 


|| give way. 


ninety feet wide over the canal; and the bridge 
and draws are to be so constructed as not to in- 
terrupt the navigation of the Ohio river. 

The second section pre vides that the bridge 
erected under the provisions of this act is to Be 
a lawful structure, and is to be recognized and 
known as @ post route, 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
reported the bill with two amendments: in line 
five, after the word ‘*be,’’ to insert the words 
‘Sand the same is hereby;” and tn line six, after 
| the word ** Jeffersonville,” to strike outthe words 
| *©and Indianapolis;”’ so that it will read: 


That the act of Congress approved July 14, L862, entitled 
“An act to establish certain post roads.’?? shall be, and the 
same is hereby, so amended as to authorize the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad Company, and the Jeffersonville 
Railroad Company, &c. 

an 

The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill was reported tothe Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, ‘The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read the third time. = 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I move to postpone the 
further considerauon of the bill until to-morrow. 
My colleague is absent, and Ido not know where 
he is, 

Mr. POWELL. 
prevail, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was passed, 


I hope that motion will not 


BOUNDARIES OF NEVADA. 
Mr. WADE. 
for Nevada. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
note— 


| Mr. WADE. 


I now move to take up the bill 


I appeal to my colleague 


If my colleague will allow this 
| bill to be taken up now, we can take up his after- 
ward, 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is another bill only 
four or five lines in length in regard to the Cov- 
| ington bridge over the Ohio river, which can be 
} acted upon in a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill in- 
dicated by the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Wane] 
having been reported to-day and objected to, the 
motion can only be entertained by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. WADE. Ibelieve itis notobjected to now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not object to it, 

Mr. WADE. We will take up the other bill 
afterward, 

Mr. HENDERSON. I should like to inguire 
of the Senator from Ohio if the bill will give rise 
to debate ? 

Mr. WADE. I presume not. I have no idea 
that it will. ‘The Senators from Nevada are very 
anxious that it shall be passed now, in order that 
| we may get it through the other House. Ido not 
think it will give rise to debate. If it does, Ll will 
l am as much interested in the next 


|) bill as my colleague is, and [ want it to pass; but 


1 do not care which is taken up | 


with three draws, sufficient to pass the largest | 


boats navigating the Ohio river; one over the In- 


diana chute, one over the middle chute, and one | 


over the canal. The spans of the bridge are not 
to be less than two hundred and forty fe et, except 
over the Indiana and middle chute and the canal. 
The bridge is to be constructed with draws of one 
hundred and fifty feet wide on each side of the 


pivot pier over the Indiana and middle chutes, and || thirty-seveuth degree of longitude west from Washington || there, Brigham Young. Therefore, if this dis- 


the Senators from Nevada want this bill passed 
now, and | am anxious to accommodate them. 

Mr. HENDERSON. What is the next bill? 

Mr. WADE. It isa bill similar to the one just 
passed for a bridge over the Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It isto declare the Cincin- 
nati and Covington railroad a post road. 

Mr. WADE. There will be no debate on either 
of them, I presume. 

Mr.CONNESS. I hope the Senator from Mis- 
souri will allow this bill to be taken up. [et will 
only occupy a moment of time. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Certainly, I am per- 
fectly willing to yield. I have no idea that I shall 
be able to get up my bill; my friend from Ohio 
(Mr. SHerman] to-morrow at one o’clock takes 
up the bills reported from the Finance Committee, 
and | do not see any hope atall of getting my bill 
considered. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. No. 430) to amend an act to enable the 
people of Nevadato form aconstitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
ito the Union on an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States, 


The bill proposes to amend the 
second section of the act to which it isan amend- 
ment, so as to read as follows, to wit: 

That the said State of Nevada shall consist of all the ter 
ritory included within the following boundaries, to wit: 
commencing ata point formed by the intersection of the 
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with the thirty-seventh degree of north latitude; thence 
due west alony said thirty seventh degree of north latitude 
to the eastern boundary line of the State of California; 
thence in a northwesterly direction along the said eastern 
boundary line of the State of California to the forty-third 
degree of longitude west from Washington; thence north 
vlong said forty-third degree of west longitude, and said 
eastern boundary line of the State of Calitornia, to the for 
ty-second degree of north latitude ; thenee due east along 
the said forty-second degree of north latitude to a pout 
formed by its interseetion with the atoresaid thirty seweuth 
degree of longitude west in Washington; thence due 
south down said thirty-seventh degree of west longitude to 
the place of beginning. 


Mr. WADE. That the Senate may understand 
really what this bill is, [ will remark that the 
State of Nevada is bounded on the east by Utah 
Territory; they lie side by side; and this bill pro- 
noses to take one degree of longitude from Utah 
‘Territory and annex it to the State of Nevada; 
about sixty-nine and a half miles, | suppose, or 
thereabouts. I have not measured it; but from 
the eye it seems that Nevada and Utah will then 
be about equal in point of territory. 

Mr.SHERMAN,. Are there any inhabitants 
in the portion proposed to be anne xed to Nevada? 

Mr. WADE. There are a few inhabitants 
there, Lam told. Lam told also—the Senators 
from Nevada will be more able to speak on that 


point than Lam—that this will make a very ex- 
cellent boundary between Utah and Nevada, be- 
cause there is a kind of desert that divides them 
on this parallel; so that itwill bea natural divis- 
lon as Wwe 


llas one that will be equitable between 
the two; it makes their territory about equal. 

The Senators from that State, however, will 
be able to speak more intelligently upon the sub- 
ject if there is any dispute about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Irise merely to inquire 
of the Senator from Ohio whether the Latter Day 
Saints have been consulted in regard to this en- 
croachment upon their borders. 

Mr. WADE. 
that they were, 
of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
consulting them at all? 

Mr. WADE. I do not know that they under- 
stand it, or know anything about it, and | do not 
know but they do. The committee had no such 
evice nce, 

Mr. JOHNSON, I suppose the territory that 
will be added to the State of Nevada by this bill 
has some population and constitutes porvians of 
some of the counties Into which the ‘Territory of 


do not know 
The committee had no evidence 


| believe not, I 


Then itis done without 


Utah may be divided, and there may be suits 
pending there. ‘There is no provision inthis bill 
for the transfer of those cases to the courts in 


Nevada. I think perhapsit would be well, there- 
fore, and I suggest it to the honorable members 
from Nevada, to let the bill lie over in order that 
they may make a provision that will cover all 
such cases. It can be done in the morning. Ido 
not know whether there is any population there, 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, | am quite familiar 
with the ground described in this bill. There are 
no inhabitants in that portion of the Territory of 
Utah that we propose to annex to the State of 
Nevada. Next year, in all probability, there will 
be quite a large population there; but not Mor- 
mons. The object in getting this bill passed 
through Congress at the present session is with 
a view of determining the status of those people 
who shall then be there. The boundary as it 
now lies runs through a valley that is well adapted 
to agricultural purposes, and about in the center 
of the valley running from the north to the south 
of the Territory. The boundaries as we now 
propose will run through a desert, and it will be 
a more distinct and plainer boundary. 

As | remarked, if this bill should pass, and this 
territory should be annexed to Nevada, it will 
have thisadvantage: it will not be settled by Mor- 
mons. The Latter Day Saints have called in all 
elr subjects and followers and brought them 
inand about Salt Lake and further north and east, 
They have withdrawn entirely from tus portion 
of territory. The valle y in which it lies and the 
mountain on the eastern side has lately been dis- 
covered to bea mi 


t} 


ig region, and the miners 
Their righis will be bettered by 
It is Well 


Will get there. 

this annexation. known to tos body 
that no laws recommended by the Governor of 
Utah canbe passed if they come at allincollision 


with the will and dictum of the reigning power 
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of Utah, the miners will be without law and with- 
out protection. Our people ask for this measure 
for the purpose of furnishing protection to the in- 
habitants who will be in this territory as soon as 
the apring opens—protection such as is required 
in order to preserve and maintain the rights of 
the miners and agriculturists there. 

I presume there will be no objection on the part 
of Utah to the passage of thislaw. I have heard 
of none, and the presumption is that there will 
be none. [think the true way to dispose of this 
troublesome question of Mormonism isto absorb 
it by parceling out the Territory of Umwh among 
the other Territories adjacent; and when the period 


arrives that they cannot be supreme in their rule, || 


they will leave the country, and relieve us of the 
necessity of keeping a large force of our Army 
there. 

Mr.GRIMES. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Nevada what is the area of that State 
now. How large is it? 

Mr.NYE. | am unable to give the exact num- 
ber of miles without a calculation. Itis quite a 
large State, but not as large as Utah is now. 

Mr. POMEROY. Itisestimated to be one hun- 
dred and eight thousand square miles with this 
addition, 

Mr. WADE. It is nota large State. 

Mr. GRIMES. ‘There are very grave ques- 
tions connected with the subject of taking terri- 
tory from Territories alrendy in existence and 
adding it to States whence we cannot hereafter 
reclaim it, 
and add it to Nevada, it cannot be taken from 
Nevada again. It may become important to erect 
anew Territory between Nevada and Utah. It 
is not for the interest of the State that the Sena- 
tor from Ohio himself represents, it is not for the 
interest of the States of the Northwest, that these 
States to the west of us should be made so large 
as we are in the habit of making them, because 
it deprives usof our proper representation in this 
branch of Congress. I should like to know a 
little more than I know now before I vote to make 
Nevada a State of one hundred and eight thou- 


If we take this territory from Utah | 


sand square miles; much larger that New York, | 


Mr. POMEROY. 
thousand square miles. 

Mr. GRIMES. New York does not begin to 
have sixty-nine thousand square miles, Itis very 
evident nobody knows how large Nevada is now; 


Virginia has sixty-nine 


and ought we not to have that information before | 


we add a whole degree of longitude to it and put 
it beyond our ability hereafter to add it to another 
State, or to make ita part of anew Territory, and 
afterward part of a new State? 


I do not like to interfere with anything that || 


relates to the Senators from Nevada, but this is | 
a matter in which we are all just as much inter- || 


ested as they are, especially the cluster of States 
of which mine happens to be one, and who are 
destined to be very intimately connected with all 
the States to the westof us. I wanttosee prosper- 
ous States builtup there, and justas many of them 
as possible. | want that section of the country 
to have its due proportion of influence and power 
in this branch of Congress as well as in the other. 
If the physical geography of that country is such 
as to enable a new State to be erected between 
Utah and Nevada; if itbe a rich agricultural coun- 


THE 


trict of country remains in the territorial limits | 


Senator from Missouri on this point, nor seek to 


| dropped. 
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' 
The territory of the State of Nevada is now | 
larger than that of the State of New York; but, | 
sir,a large portion of that State will never be 
inhabited; itis a desert. We live there in com- 
munities, a mining district here, and a mining 
district there. It will take a long time, I think, 
before there will be a necessity for any State 
between Nevada and the Territory of Utah; and 
as Utah now stands, | believe it is the settled 
judgment of Congress that it shall not be admitted 
as a State. This territory is not sought to be 
annexed to Nevada because the size of the State 
of Nevada is inferior, but because the necessities 
and the convenience of the population that will 
settle it require it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Isee that there is an in- 
disposition to vote upon this question this even- 
ing. Ido not know that I have any objection to 
the measure pending myself; but I see that Sena- 
tors desire to look into it, and I also desire to do 
so. I will move, therefore, to postpone the pend- 
ing and all prior orders, and proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 359, to reimburse 
the State of Missouri for moneys expended for 
the United States. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 


I will not contest with the 


delay his measure, if he will allow a bill reported 
from the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads to be read and passed, 

Mr. HENDERSON. Suppose we take up this 
one first. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If there is any objection 
made to the bill to which I refer I will give way. 
It will be recollected that I gave way to my col- | 
league, thinking that this bill would not lead to | 
debate. 


Mr. WADE. 


I hope this bill will not be 
‘The other Senator from Nevada, who 
has not spoken, wants to enlighten the Senate on 





| this subject, and | think he ought to have an op- 


| ever, or provoke discussion, he would give way. 


| me ina like condition. 


| to stave it off; but we should have time to con- 


portunity to speak upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motien 
now is to postpone the present and all prior orders 
and proceed to the consideration of Senate bill 
No. 359. 

Mr. WADE. 
that now. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I desire to remind my 
friend from Ohio of his promise that if the bill 
now before the Senate should take any time what- 


I hope the Senate will not do 


He will remember his very kind promise on that 
subject. However, | do not make this motion 
now for the purpose of getting rid especially of 
this measure and taking up another; but lam 
really in no condition to vote upon the proposi- 
tion before us, and I find various Senators around 
| would prefer to have 
time to look into the bill further. 1 do not wish 





sider it and look into it; and I hope the bill that 
I have indicated will be taken up. 

Mr. STEWART. In order that the Senate 
may have an opportunity to look into it, and in 


| order that they may have some information in re- 
gard to it further than they have, 1 wish simply 


try, as the Senator from Nevada says it is, it will || 


support a good population, and I want those 
States to be made. [| think, at any rate, we have 
not the information before us now that it is requi- 
site for us to have in order to pass upon so im- 

ortant a question, and | therefore move that the 
Din be laid upon the table. 

Mr. NYE rose. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will withdraw my motion to 
enable the Senator from Nevada to make an ex- 
planation. 

Mr. NYE. The objection the Senator from 
Iowa urges against the passage of this bill is one 
that would be apt to occur to as discerning a gen- 
tleman as he is; but there is no probability of the 
formation of any State between the State of Ne- 
vada and the Territory of Utah. After you pass 
the present houndary, and before you reach the 
contemplated boundary by this bill, you pass into 
a desert extending almost clearly across the width 
of the State of Nevada, where it will hardly be pos- 
sible for a population toexist. I think, therefore, 
that that objection is not a valid one. 


| western States. 


to remark, in addition to what my colleague has 
said, that although the annexation of this terri- 
tory would give us a middling large State, larger 
than some of the eastern States in extent of terri- 
tory, sull it would never give us a State where 
we could have a population equal to one of the 
Three fourths, probably, and 


| perhaps four fifths, of all the territory in the Great 


Basin is a desert. The balance is mountain ranges 
that contain minerals, and little valleys in the 
carons of the mountains where vegetables can be 
raised. Inorder to supporta population sufficient 
for a State we need much more territory. It is 
notan agricultural country. There are several 
ranges of mountains that will be mined. Mining 


| will be exhausted in time; of course not in our 


time; but all the mineral veins may be exhausted; 
they will be worked to a great depth, and the 
country will be sparsely settled. ‘The little val- 
leys will be inhabited by an agricultural people; 
but a mining country, legitimately and emphat- 
ically, cannot support a large population like an 
agricultural country. We need more territory. 
We shall have a reasonable-sized State when we 
get the additional territory that we ask for. It 
will be in a compact form, making it convenient 
for all the people; it will be nearly square. I have | 
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| not figured it exactly, but it will contain a little 
over one hundred thousand square miles. 

Mr. GRIMES. Without this addition? 

Mr. STEWART. [think not; with this we 
propose to commence our boundary at the thirty. 
seventh degree of longitude west trom Washine. 
ton, commencing at a point formed by the inter. 
section of the thirty-seventh degree of longitude 
west from Washington with the thirty-sevent) 
degree of north latitude; thence due west along the 
thirty-seventh degree of north latitude to the east. 
ern boundary of the State of California. (Te 
western boundary line, commencing aboutthe cen- 
ter of our State, runs ina southeasterly direction, 
so that the State is notsquare, by any means. The 
southern end of the State is notas wide as the north- 
ernend. We go thence ina northwesterly direc. 
tion along the eastern boundary line of the State 
of California to the forty-third degree of longitude 
westfrom Washington, ‘The northern half of the 
State extends from the thirty-seventh to the forty. 
third degree, six degrees. ‘The western line rung 
southwest from that point, in the middle of it, 
thence north along the forty-third degree of west 
longitude, and the eastern boundary line of the 
State of California, to the forty-second degree of 
north latitude. From the thirty-seventh to the 
forty-second degree gives us five degrees north 
and south, and, in the widest portion of the State, 
six degrees east and west. It is nearly a square, 
except that the corner is taken off by that western 
line, We go thence due east along the forty-sec- 
ond degree of north latitude toa point formed by 
its intersection with the thirty-seventh degree of 
longitude west from Washington; thence due 
south down the thirty-seventh degree of west 
longitude to the place at which we began. 

‘The people of Nevada, in forming a State con- 
stitution, inserted in ita provision that the thirty- 
seventh degree should be its eastern boundary, if 
Congress would consent; so that if this bill be 
passed we can assume immediate jurisdiction, 
There has been some prospecting for gold and sil- 
ver in the territory for which we ask, and next 
spring there will be some population there. There 
will be a considerable population there if they can 
have protection and laws. They cannot get them 
from Utah. Brigham Young is opposed to devel- 
oping the mining region atall. He is opposed to 
mining. Hedoes not want the miners there. He 
says that they interfere with his sway. Conse- 
quently, unless this territory be ceded to Nevada, 
this range of mountains which is on our eastern 
border must remain unprospected and undevel- 
oped altogether, or the miners must take the haz- 
ard of protecting themselves. It will be a great 
advantage to those who desire to develop that 
country to have it within our State at once, so 
that they may be protected there this next year. 
Our people particularly desire this. ‘The Legis- 
| lature has passed a resolution asking Congress to 

do this. They want it because they desire to go 
there and mine. 

I assure Senators that when we get this terri- 
tory we shall have of acountry that can be devel- 
oped, that can be inhabited, a State not as large 
as Massachusetts, not capable of supporting as 
large a population as the State of Massachusetts. 
We are not asking for a country in which we can 
have an empire, in which we can have a large 
population; but we are asking for a sufficient 
amount of territory so that the mining region will 
support a respectable State. We need this terri- 
tory to give us arespectable State, to give usa 
State large enough to support itself properly. We 
need it for the purpose of protecting those who 
desire to go there and mine. 

This territory is so situated that you will have 
no other States formed out of it. No difficulty 
of that kind canarise. A State cannot be formed 
between us and Utah. You cannot divide the 

resent Territory of Utah into two States. I am 
in favor of cutting it down to the size of a legit- 
| imate State by adding from it to the surrounding 
Territories and States as they are formed, and 
not give them a larger territory than we have. 
Besides, Utah is more of an agricultural country 
than Nevada. They do not need this territory 
when they form a State as much as we do. There 
would be more propriety in our going two de- 
grees further east than in our remaining where we 
are; it would be a more fair division of the ter- 
| see. You will never attempt in that desert 
country between us and Utah to form a separate 
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State. No State can exist there; no State will 
ever be formed there. 

Give us that additional range of mountains, 
place the eastern boundary of the State in the 


desert where it belongs, and we shall not call upon | 


you then forasurvey. If you keep our present 
eastern boundary where it is, next year we shall 
have to ask for an appropriation for a survey. It 


will be necessary for the people to ascertain where | 


they are in order that they may have an admin- 
istration of justice. It will be necessary to go to 
considerable expense to make that survey. If 
you go a degree further east—I have seen some- 


thing of the country myself, and I have taken the | 
pains to inform myself from others who are accu- | 


rately acquainted with it—there will be no ngces- 
sity for a survey; but if you let the line remain 
where it is, through a country that is to be inhab- 
ited next year, you must give us a survey to de- 
termine the lines. I think the point of expense, 


the point of convenience, and every other consid- | 


eration is in favor of the passage of this bill. The 
objections which gentlemen make to it are very 


natural, because they regard this country as an | 


agricultural country, and they imagine that the 
whole country can be settled up like the western 
States. We have no such country. If gentlemen 
will go there and see what we have and see what 
is necessary, I am confident they will all be satis- 
fied about it. 

I do not think a postponement of this measure 
will accomplish anything, because you can get no 


information with regard to the country other than | 


you can get from us. My colleague and myself 
have traveled over the country; we are familiar 


with it; we know its resources; we know what is 
necessary to give us a reasonable extent of coun- || 


try for a State. 
country. ‘This country has been put upon the 
maps heretofore as the ‘unexplored region.’’ 
You have no description of it; youdo not know 
how much of it is agricultural; you do not know 
how much of itis mineral; you do not know how 
much of it is inhabited, 
thirds, and perhaps three fourths of it, is a desert 
and cannot be inhabited and cannot support a 
population; and we need this much territory to 
make a State with fair proportions. If you take 
our statement for it you can pass the bill now. 
You can get no other information, because you 
have not had the country explored; you have no 
maps of it, you have no authentic information 
except what you get from individuals who have 
traveled over it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to suggest to the 
Senators from Nevada that | think the proba- 
bility of the passage of this measure would be 
very much promoted if it should lie over for aday 
ortwo. I know thatl would look upon any meas- 
ure affecting that new State with a great deal of 
interest, but I could not vote for the billthis even- 
ing, and I think that is the disposition of many 
Senators. I therefore suggest to the Senators 
from Nevada to let the bill lie over for the present. 

Mr. CONNESS. The Senator from Indiana 
must be aware that it imperils any bill, at this 
stage of the session,to delay it for two or three 
days, with the pressure of public business here. 
I think, with the Senators from Nevada, that if 
it is to be passed at all, it must be passed now; 
and let us have a vote upon it. 

What has been said by the Senator from Nevada 
[Mr. Stewart] in regard to the disposition of 
Brigham Young toward the settlement of that coun- 
try for mining purposes is all true, and toa 
greater extent than he has stated it. I have a 
constant correspondence with General Conner, 
located in Utah, having the Mormon problem in 
charge, and I understand it is only by his protec- 
tion that miners have been allowed to enter into 


the Territory of Utah and mine; and that he can- 
not 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Will the Senator from 
California allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CONNESS. Certainly. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. If this measure must be 
forced upon its merits now, I wish to ask the 
Senator if he is advised whether the Legislature 
of the State of Nevada or any other authorities 
have asked for it, and whether they have furnished 


the reasons and the facts upon which they did 
ask it. 


Mr. STEWART, They haveaskedit. The 
constitutional convention asked it. 





You have no description of the | 


We tell you that two | 





Mr. HENDRICKS. Have we that document 
here? 

Mr. STEWART. The constitution of the 
State when it was formed provided that this 
should be the boundary line, if Congress would 
consent; thereby asking Congress to consent, and 
the Legislature, before we left there, passed a me- 
morial—whether it has reached here or not I am 
not advised—asking for it, and setting forth sub- 
stantially the reasons we have given to-day for 
this boundary. I do not know whether that me- 
morial has arrived or not. The constitution of 
the State provides that this shall be the boundary, 
if Congress will consent. 

Mr.CONNESS. I will not continue to occupy 
the time of the Senate, and hope the Senator will 
Withdraw his motion to postpone and let us take 


| a vote upon the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on postponing the present and all prior orders 
for the purpose of proceeding to the consideration 


| of Senate bill No. 359; and the Chair will suggest 


that under the rules of the Senate debate upon 
that question does not involve the merits of either 
bill, but should be confined to giving the reasons 
for and against taking up the one or the other of 
the bills. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will simply state, in 
reference to this matter, that [think the Senators 


from Nevada themselves would advance their 


| measure by a postponement of it until another 
| day. 


I am not prepared to vote upon it now, and 
if called upon to vote upon it this afternoon it is 
altogether likely that | should vote against it. 
Would it not be better to wait until this memorial 
arrives here, or at least fur a short time? I can- 
not consent to withdraw my motion, 

Mr. STEWART. I think if the bill is to be 
passed at all it ought to be passed in time to go 
through the other House at this session. Next 
year we shall have a population in this territory, 
and we shall be asking appropriations to make 


| surveys. It is highly important that this measure 


should be passed at this session. If the members 


| of the Senate could seé the country and under- 
| stand the situation, no gentleman certainly would 


vote againstit; it would be snparentto all that we 
need this additional territory. Il have no objec- 


| tion to the bill lying over, but I am fearful at this 


stage of the session thatif itis laid overthere will 


not be time to get it through the House; and itis | 


quite important for the accommodation of those 
who desire to develop that country that if itis to 
be acted upon at all it should be passed at this 
session. If there were any means of information 
open to the Senate, any means of investigation, 


if the description of the country wasin the books, 


if they had not ultimately to take the statements 
of individuals who have seen it, if they had any 
access to any other information, 1 would not press 


it; but it is not probable that they will haveany 
this year or next year unless we can induce gen- | 


tlemen to go out with us next year and see the 
country. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This will be the unfin- 
ished business in the morning; the Senate is get- 
ting very thin 

Mr. CONNESS. 
pone pending. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 





I know there is a motion 


| to postpone; and in order to get rid of all these 
; motions, and have it come up right in the morn- 


ing, | move that the Senate do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 8, 1865. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuanninea. 


The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, informing the House 


that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 408) | 
entitled ‘*An act in addition to the several acts || 
for enrolling and calling out the national forces, | 


and for other purposes,’’in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 


CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTORY, 


On motion of Mr. A. W. CLARK, by unan- || 


imous consent, joint resolution of the Senate 
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There is a motion to post- 
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(No. 106) providing for the compilation of the 
Congressional Directory at each session, Was 
taken from the Speaker’s table and read a first 
and second time. 
’ Mr. A. W. CLARK moved that the joint res- 
olution be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. IT think this 
is a very proper resolution and may as well be 
passed now. It will enable us to get the Direct- 
| ory in time to be of some service to us, and not 
| oblige us to wait weeks for it,as we have to do 
now. ILask for the reading of the joint resolu- 
tion. 
The joint resolution was read. It provides for 
the compilation of the Congressional Directory 
under the direction of the Joint Committee on 
Public Printing, and to be published by the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, the first edition for 
each session to be ready for distribution within 
| one week after the commencementof the session. 
| Mr. A. W. CLARK. 1 withdraw the motion 
to refer. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to athird 
reading, and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I would state tothe House, 
that as the business of the House now stands, 
there seems to be very little probability that the 
committees of this House can be called for reports 
at this session. And as every gentleman knows 
how our desks are filled with reports ready to. be 
made fromal| the several committees, | would ask 
that unanimous consent be given that the morning 
hour of every other day than Monday shall be 
appropriated to the call of committees for reports, 
and that the call shall proceed regularly. 

| No objection being made, the order was ac- 
cordingly made. 


| 
| 
| 


{| PEACE NEGOTIATIONS, 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communl- 
cate to this House such information as he may deem pot 
incompatible with the public interest relative to the recent 
conference between himself and the Secretary of State 
and Messrs. Stephens, Hunter, and Campbell, in Hampton 
Koads. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


| COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 
| 


Mr. HIGBY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas charges of gross fraud and corruption in office 
have been made recently against the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents and pliced onthe desks of the members of this House, 
and signed by a gentleman who offers to prove the same: 
Theretore, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to in- 
vestigate the said charges, and report their action to this 

| House, 


Mr. HIGBY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
|| that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 

which latter motion was agreed to. 


| 
JOUN FLOWER. - 
Mr. BROOMALL. I ask leave to withdraw 


the papers of John Flower from the Committee 
of Claims, to which committee they were improp- 
erly referred on my motion, when they should 
| have gone to the War Department. 

| No objection was made. 


AMENDMENTS OF THE RULES. 


Mr. COX. I desire to make a report from the 
|| Committee on Rules. 

Mr. STEVENS. Is this report in order, or 
1as the Committee on Amendments of the Rules 
aright to report at any time? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
of any rule thaa gives that committee the right to 
report at any time; though reports from that com- 
mittee have usually been received at any ume they 
have been presented. 
|} Mr. STEVENS. Ihave no objection to re- 

ceiving the report if the gentleman frem Ohio 
{[Mr. Cox] will allow it to be laid on the table and 
printed. 


i! Mr COX. I have no objection to that. 


SOR 5 De Rr I oe a TY 


2 foe Sad 5h oped 3-0 
= “iene 


eqpeten eae G22 


A= 


| | 
be 
f 
; 
5 
ft 





5 


es ee 


co 


- 


‘ 
‘ 
M4 


aT 


+ 


eS 


ee 
Zee 





666 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would sug- 
gest to my colleague on the committee [Mr. Cox] 
to have the report printed and postponed to a 
future day. 

Mr. COX. 
down for next Tuesday. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 call for the reading of the 
report. 

The report was accordingly read, as follows: 


Resolved, That rule 74 be amended so as to add to the 
standing committees to be appointed atthe commencement 
ol each Cougress, aud to consist of nine members each : 

Committee on Appropriation 

Committee on Banking and Currency ; 

Committee on the Pacific Railroad; © 
said amendment to take effect from aud after the close of 
the present Congress, 

Resolved, That the following be added to the standing 
rules of the House from and after the close of the present 
Congress: 

ute -—. Itshall be the duty of the Committee on the Pa- 
cific Railroad to take into consideration all such petitions 
and matters or things relative to railroads or telegraph lines 
between the Mississippi valley and the Pacific coast as shail 
be presented, or shall come in question aud be referred to 
them by the House; and to report their opinion thereon, 
together with such propositions relative Uiereto as to then 
shall seem expedient. 

Rote —. It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to take into consideration all reports of the 
Treasury Department and such other propositions relative 
to raising revenue, and providing ways aud means for the | 
fupport of the Governinent as shall be presented, or shall 
come in question and be referred to them by the House; 
and to report their opinion thereon by bill or otherwise, as | 
to them shall seem expedient. 

Roce —. Itshall be the duty of the Committee on Banking | 
and Bauk Currency to take into consideration all proposi 
tions relative to banking and the currency as shail be pre 
sented or shall come in question and be referred to them | 
by the House; and to report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That trom and atier the close of the present | 
Congress, rule 76 be amended as follows: Strike out all 
after the word * consideration,” in line two, toand including | 
the word © expenditure,’ in line six, and insert in lieu 
thereof, “All executive communications and such other 
propositions in regard to carrying ou the several Depart- 
ments of the Government as may be presented and referred 
to them by the Hlouse.”?) Strike out in line one the words 
* Ways and Means,’? where they occur, and insert in lieu | 
thereot the words “ on Appropriations. ”? 

Resolved, ‘That from and after the close of the present | 
Congress, rule 77 be amended by striking out the words | 
“ot Ways and Means,” and inserting in lieu thereof the | 
words * on Appropriations.” 


Mr. COX. I ask that the report be printed | 
and postponed tll ‘Tuesday next. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair would suggest 


that the report can be received and printed, and || 


a motion to reconsider entered, which will enable | 
the gentleman to bring it up again at any time. 

Mr. COX. 1 will then make the motion that 
the report be laid on the table, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX. Lask that a motion to reconsider 
the printing be entered upon the Journal. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War in answer 
to a resolution relative to alleged exemption from | 
military duty of certain preachers of the gospel; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


BUST OF THE LATE CHIEF JUSTICE TANEY. 


Mr. FRANK, by ananimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on the Library a bill provid- 
ing for a bust of the late Chief Justice Taney, to 
be placed in the room of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

Mr. FRANK. [ask thatthis bill may be con- 
sidered at the present time. 

No objection was made. 

The bill was then read a firstand second time, It 
provides that the sum of $1,000 be appropriated | 
to enable the Joint Committee on the Library to 
contract for a marble bust of the late Chief Justice 
Roger B. ‘Taney, to be placed in the room of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly rend the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FRANK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PENSIONS. 
Mr. BRANDEGEE, by unanimous consent, 





offered the following resolution; which was read, || 
considered, and agreed to: 





Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill || 


I would then ask to have it set |! 
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to remedy the almost insuperable difficulties which now 
exist in procuring the proof required by the Commissioner 
of Pensions, arising out of the tact thatan order has been js- 
sued by the Adjutant General forbidding all officers furnish- 
ing information of any kind connected with the death or 
term of service of soldiers under their commands; and also 
to report what legislation, if any, is needed to insure to ap- 


| plicauts for pensions the return of their papers of discharge, 
| when required, from the files of the Pension Office. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. COLE, of California, by unanimous con- 


| sent, introduced a joint resolution relative to the 


Pacific railroad; which was read a first and sec- 


| ond time, and referred to the select committee on 


the Pacific railroad. 
PRINTING AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. The 


Committee on Printing have instructed me to re- | 


vort back the following resolution: 
| 4 


Resolved, That the Public Printer be, and is hereby, in- | 


strueted to print filteen thousand extra copies of the Agri- 


cultural Report for the year 1863, for the benefitand use of || 


the Agricultural Departinent. 


Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois. I should 
like to have some explanation in regard to the 
printing of this additional number. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. This res- 
oluuon was offered in the House by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Agriculture, (Mr. 
Cray,] after having been indorsed by that com- 
mittee; and itis now reported back by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. In response to the genUeman’s 
request for information, | ask the Clerk to read 
the letter which I now send forward. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

DePaARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Wasuineton, D.C., February 2, 1865. 
Sir: Inreply to your inquiry,as well as that of other 


; nembers of your committee, to wit: 


* How many additional copies of the Report of the De- 


) partment of Agriculture for 1863 do you require to supply 


the necessary demands made upon you?” 

I beg to say that | made a communication on the 7th 
ultimo to Hon. Brorus J. CLay, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture, in answer to the above interrogatory 5 
but since that the further examination of the matter, and 
the unprecedented demands, daily increasing, many of them 
from new and unlooked-for sections of our country, in- 
duce me to correct that statement and submit the follow- 
ing instead: 

From the House of Representatives I received ten thou- 


| sand copies, and seven thousand from the Senate—seven- 


teen thousand. 

The Department is called upon to supply, first, its own 
correspoudents, of whom there are, of those who furnish 
statistical information and facts about the crops, say eight 
thousand—sometimes a few wore or less, the number hav- 
ing been daily and largely increased the past few weeks by 
accessions from Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee. Of 
agricultural societies and clubs there are about one thou- 
sand; ihese average one hundred members each. Ten 


| copies to each society is a small allowance. 


For the Smithsonian Institute observers, our consuls 


} abroad, who furnishthe Department with important infor- 


mation, and foreign agricultural and literary societies, who 
have been in the habit of receiving the Reports, about one 
thousand are required. 

On examination of the Department books, I find that the 
Jast yeai about eight thousand copies of the Report of 1862 
were distributed at large to individuals applying personally 
or by letcer. The demand for the Report of 1863 is much 
greater, so far, than last year; for this purpose at least ten 
thousanc copies will be required. 

There should certainly be reserved three thousand copies 
for calls (n after years. 

‘This statement, then, would show that I required about 
fifteen thousand copies more, to wit: 





| For. cormdpemGants cccsseucsccssvsnessesdsecnencs]| eee 
Forsociees..... $satene pibscabbeneschesaeeesans eee 
For consis aud Smithsonian observers........... 1,000 
Gr TT GITATEIOR 055505006 bcncedecseivases 10,000 
For resersied copies ...000 cccsccccccccceccosccescce Quen 

: 32,000 








Number of copies received. ...cceseseesceees eves 17,000 


Number of copies required, ........sececeeeeseess 15,000 








Iam, re\pectfully, your obedient servant, 

: ISAAC NEWTON, 

; Commissioner. 

Hon. AMB ROSE W. Crark, Chairman Committee on Print- 
ing, Hoge of Representatives. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I call the 


previous fyuestion, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman) will withdraw that call for a moment. 


4 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I with- 
draw it fae a moment. 
Mr. WjASHBURNE, of Illinois. I did not 


learn, by the reading of that letter, the aggregate 
number of copies which, if we adopt this resolu- 
tion, will fave been appropriated to the use of the 
Commissipner of Agriculture. I think the number 
will be be{ween thirty and forty thousand. 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, Thirty. 
two thousand. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
state, for the benefit of members of the House 
that the copies of the Agricultural Report which’ 
have already been printed seem to have been “ooh. 
bled up’? by the Commissioner of Agriculture, 
while we have none to send to our constituents, 
Ido not believe that we should become a eregt 
book-publishing concern, to give this Department 
any number of these Reports that it may desire, 
to send to everybody in the country. To do so 
would be an unjustifiable expenditure of the pub- 
lic money. I desire to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, (Mr. A. W.Crark]—— 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois yield to the gentleman from Kentucky? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Yes, sir; 
for a moment. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to inquire whether, 
in the letter of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
there is not an item of ten thousand copies for dis- 
tribution by the Commissioner among agricultural 
and literary societies? Now, sir, 1 take it that 
every literary and agricultural society in the va- 
rious States is furnished with copies of this Report 
by the members of Congress. It is regarded by 
each member as one of his first duties to send to 
such societies a copy of the Agricultural Report, 
I can, therefore, see no need for appropriating tea 





| thousand copies to the use of the Commissioner 


of Agriculture with a view to distribution among 
these societies. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I desire that 


| the chairman of the Commttee on Printing shall 


state the precise number of these Reports needed 
for the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. A. W.CLARK. I will answer the inter- 
rogatory of my friend from Illinois by sending to 
the Clerk’s desk a letter from the Superintendent 
of Public Printing which has just been laid upon 
my table with the request that I shall lay it be- 
fore the House. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

OrFIck SUPERINTENDENT Pusric PRINTING, 
Wasuineron, February 7, 1865. 

Dear Sir: I understand that an effort is to be made to 
induce the House to order fifteen thousand additional copies 
of the Agricultural Report of 1863 to be printed. 

One hundred and eighty-three thousand five hundred 
copies of that work have already been ordered, Such is 
the demand of the War Department and the other Execu- 
tive Departments on the press facilities of the office that 
they cannot all be printed forseveral months. Why add to 
the number ata cost of about twenty thousand dollars, when, 
if ordered, they cannot be printed for a long time? 

The amount of printing rendered necessary for the Ex- 
ecutive Departments by our present condition is immense. 
The expenditure of this office, trom appesrances, will reach 
over two million dollars the present year. Ought not every 
possible curtailment be made? 

Very respecttully yours, &e., 

JOHN D. DEFREES, 
Superintendent Public Printing. 


Hon. A. W. Criark, Chairman Committee on Printing, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [believe that 
that letter does not answer the question | put to 
the gentleman from New York. I| desire to know 
how many thousand copies the Commissioner of 
Agriculture has had. 

Mr. A.W. CLARK. Seventeen thousand. 

Mr. SLOAN. Will the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. I appeal to 
the gentleman to permit me to say one word. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I yield 
to the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. SLOAN. I think that the objection to 
giving so large a number of volumes of this Report 
to the Agricultural Department grows out of the 
fact that its distribution has been unjust and un- 
equal. The mode of distribution provided through 
members of Congress distributes these books 
through all parts of the country, and each district 
is supplied; but the volumes given tothe Depart- 
ment are distributed unequally, some States get- 
ting three or four times the number that others do. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope that I may be 
allowed to put a question to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I yield 
now to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. 1 have ouly 
one word to say in regard to that proposition. 
This is the last Department of the Government in 
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1860. 
reference to which I would care to enforce a rigid 
economy. 1 believe if there is a Department in 
which the people generally feela deep interest, It | 
is this Agricultural Department, and I believe that 
I would be willing to vote for an appropriauon 
that would cover double the number of volumes 
if | had any faith in the proper distribution of the | 
books themselves. It strikes me, in the short ex- 
perience L have had here and with that Depart- | 
ment, that the discretion lodged with the Com- 
missionerof Agriculture is entirely too large; and | 
that it results in favoritism. I believe that itisa 
discretion in the wrong direction, and that it does | 
more harm than good. ? 

Why, sir, | have not been able at the present | 
session even to get one paper of sorghum s¢ed, 
though I understand that there are other gentle- 
men upon this floor who can command baskets | 
full. if these appropriations are to be made, if 
these books are to be printed, if these seeds are 
to be imported, I claim that they should be dis- 
tributed upon some basis which will deal a greater 
equality than grows out of the discretion of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Ilinois. I understand 
that thirty-two thousand copies of this Agricultu- | 
ral Report have been printed, and that of that | 
number seventeen thousand copies have been 
given to the Departmentof Agriculture, and only 
tive thousand copies to the members of this House. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I do not understand that 
seventeen thousand copies of the Report for 1863 
have been sent to the Commissioner on Agricul- | 
ture, 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I cannot | 
yield any further. [ wish to say that I am not 
aware any of the representations made in regard 
to the distribution of these books are true, or 


whether there is any foundation for them, - If the | 


statements of the letter which has been read be 
correct, and [| have no doubt that they are, it is 
very plain thata great many copies are needed by 
the Department. We lodge the same discretion 
in the heads of other Departments in regard to 
their reports, such as the Patent Office report. | 
do not propose to argue the question, and | now 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY. I should like to make a statement. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts says that he doubts 
the statements which have been made. 
wish to indorse the statement made by my col- 
league of the injustice of the distribution of these 
books. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, oflllinois. Iam willing 
to withdraw my motion to hear the gentleman, 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I insist 
on my demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. ‘The state- 
ment of my colleague is true, for the distribution 
by the Commissioner has been fraudulent so far as 
my district is concerned. 

The House divided on Mr. Wasusurne’s mo- 
tion, and there were—ayes 78, noes 39. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
laid onthe table; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN A. M’CLOSKEY. 


On motion of Mr. A. MYERS, the Committee 
of Ways and Means were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John A. 
McCloskey; and the same was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


COUNTING OF ELECTORAL VOTES. 
Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 


I move that 


Now | |} 











duced the following resolution; which was read, | 


considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Clerk inform the Senate that this 
House is now ready to receive that body for the purpose of 
proceeding to open and count the votes of the electors of 
the several States for President and Vice President of the 
United States. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES TO THE HALL. 
Mr. MORRILL. Upon the request of many 


members, I desire to move, as there are many la- 
dies who cannot find accommodations in the gal-’ 
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Congress have the privilege of coming into the | moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


cloak-rooms of the House. 

Mr. GANSON. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he include all ladies. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rose for the purpose of 
making the same suggestion. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no objection to that. | 

Mr. HARRINGTON and others objected. 


SUPPLY OF WATER ON CAPITOL IIILL. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous 
consent, introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be instructed to inquire whether any legislation is 
necessary to prevent the drawing off of the water from the 
Washington aqueduct so as to prevent the free use of iton 
the main floor ot the Capitol and in the dwelling-houses on 
Capitol Hill, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of New York, by unanimous 
consent, tntroduct d the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire whether the present laws relating to 
internal revenue are sufficient to insure thorough and cor 
rect assessments of property and incomes, and whether 
further legisiation is necessary to secure that end, and re 
port by bill or otherwise. 

ASSIGNMENT OF SEATS FOR SENATORS. 

The SPEAKER. By the amended joint rules | 
of the two Houses, adopted by concurrent reso- 
lution, the seats upon the right of the Chair are 
to be reserved for Senators when they enter the 
Hall. ‘The seats between the first aisle and the 
southern part of the Hall will be reserved for that 
purpose. Members occupying those seats will | 
be kind enough to obtain some other seats, to be 
ready for Senators when they arrive. 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 

Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, 
with the recommendation that it do pass, a bill 
providing for the confinement of juvenile offend- 
ers against the laws of the United States in houses 
of refuge. 

The bill directs that juvenile offenders against 





the laws of the United States, being under the | 


age of sixteen years, and who may hereafter be 


convicted of crime by any court of the United | 


States, the punishment whereof shall be impris- 
onment, shall be confined during the term of sen- 


tence in some house of refuge to be designated by | 


the Secretary of the Interior, and shall be trans- 
ported and delivered to the warden or keeper of 


such house of refuge by the marshal of the dis- | 
trict where such conviction shall have occurred; | 


or if such conviction be had in the District of 
Columbia, then and in such case the transporta- 


jail of said District, and the reasonable actual ex- 
pense of the transportation, necessary subsistence 
and hire, and transportation of assistants and the 
marshal or warden only, shall be paid by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior out of the judiciary fund. 
The bill further provides that it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Interior to contract 


such houses of refuge for the imprisonment, sub- 


venile offenders, and to give the several courts of 
the United States and of the District of Columbia 
notice of the places so provided for the confine- 
ment of said offenders; and such offenders shall 





be sentenced to confinement in the house of refuge | 
nearest the place of conviction so designated by | 


the Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Will it be in order to | 
move to refer the bill to the Committee on the | 


Judiciary? 
Mr. WILSON. I will state to the gentleman 
| from Ohio that this bill relates not only to the 


Itisa general bill. It has been referred to the 
back with the approval of that committee. 
mand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


thereot the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. WILSON moved that the vote by which 





tionand delivery shall be by the warden of the | 


with the managers or persons having control of || 
' 


sistence, and proper employment of all such ju- | 


District of Columbia but to all the United States. | 


Committee on the Judiciary, and is now reported | 
I de- 
i 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
SOUTHERN PEACE SENTIMENTS. 

Mr. TOWNSEND. Lask unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That we hail with profound emotions of satis- 
faction the disposition of the southern people to submit the 
questions that have so long drenched our land in blood to 
the arbitrament of reason rather tha: the sword ; and we 
pledge our earnest efforts to sustain all measures looking 


to a settioment that an honorable Government, secking to 
sustain its integrity, can offer. 


Mr. GRINN ELL objected, 
ADMISSION OF LADIES TO THE FLOOR, 


Mr. COX. I move that ladies who wish to 
have a place on the floor of the Hall be admitted 
by the Doorkeeper. 

Mr. HARRINGTON, I object, and demand 
the regular order of business. — 

RECONSTRUCTION. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of a bill (H.R. No. 602) 
to guaranty tocertain States , Whose governments 
have been usurped or overthrown,a republican 
form of government; and upon that question the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAWES. I hardly think the Llouse would 
desire to have that bill taken up just now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman will give way, I will move to postpone it, 


| Mr. GRINNELL. [ move to take a recess 


1; until the arrival of the Senate, the hour of one 


o’clock having nearly arrived, 

The question was taken; and the House re- 
fused to take a recess. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, ff it is the desire 

| of the Elouse that IL shall occupy its time—— 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. lL ask the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to yield to me for one 
moment. Iwanttomake arequest of the Hlouse. 


Mr. DAWES. I have no objection. 
| SESSIONS OF COMMITTEES. 
|| Mr. STEELE, of New York. 


I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House that the Committee 
for the District of Columbia have leave to sit 
during the sessions of the House. 

|| No objection was made, and the leave was 
|| granted. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to ask leave that the 
|| Committee on Enrolled Bills may sit during the 
|| sessions of the House. 

No objection was made, and the leave was 
granted. 
|| Mr. GARFIELD. I ask that the Committee 
||} on Military Affairs have leave to sit during the 
|| sessions of the House. 
|| Mr. BROOKS. 1 will not object if the same 
|| privilege be extended to the Committee on the 
|| Post Office and Post Roads. 
|| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
\| New York object? : 

Mr. BROOKS. 
ular case. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I do not know that there 
|, is any special reason for it. We have already 
had that leave granted us. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the impres- 
| sion that the privilege was granted only during 
! 


No, I will except this partic- 


the last session. 

No objection being made, the leave asked for 
by Mr. Garriecp was granted to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


1| TONNAGE OF VESSELS. 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. WARD, by unanimous consent, intro- 

| duced a bill requiring ship-owners to make an- 

nual returns of the tonnage of vessels; which 

was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


WILLIAM B. CUTTER. 
On mption of Mr. WARD, by unanimous con- 


sent, leave was granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the‘ case 
of William B. Cutter. 


PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR, 
Mr. HARRINGTON. Irisetoa question of 


privilege. ‘The rules require that no one ¢ xcept 
members shal! be allowed inside the bar of the 


| main question ordered; and under the operation | 


leries, that the wives and families of members of || the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also |} House. | have objected to admitting outsiders, 
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bat there are some upon this floor who have bean 
admitted by the negro barber through a window. 

I ask that all except members be required to re- 
tire. 

The SPEAKER. 
other persons besides members are entitled to the | 
privile re of the floor. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. 


exces 


| 
er . . | 
The Chair would state that | 


I ask, then, that all | 
it those who are entitled to the privilege of 
the floor by the rules of ‘the House be required to 
withdraw. | 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
insists that all those who are not privileged shall | 
retire, 
ir. STEVENS. 
those now upon the 
The SPEAKER. 
consent. } 
Mr. STEVENS. 1 will move a suspension of 
the rules. 
The SPEAKER, The rules can only be sus- | 
pended d on Monday after the morning hour. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not understand | 
that the within the 
Tlouse. 
The SPEA — 
Mr. COLE, of 


members of the 


| 
Is it in order to move that | 
floor may remain? 


ante-rooms are bar of the 
1} 
They are not. 
alifornia. | would inquire if 
ae College are not enti- 
tled to the privilege of the floor upon this occa- 
Bions 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair does notknow of 
any rule which entitles them to the floor. They | 


might be permitted to remain by courtesy, but || 
rive no order on the subject. || 


the Chair can ¢ 
Mr. COLE, of Califormia. I move that they be 
permitted to occupy 
The SPEAKER. 
mous consent. 
No objectiog was made. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN ARIZONA. 


Mr. THAYER, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, reported 
a bill to provide for the settlement of private land 
claims in the Territory of Arizona; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted to the | 
committee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. I would inquire what the 
regular order of business is at this hour, [one 
o’clock, p. m.,] under the rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Until the Senate arrives, the”) 
bill in regard to reconstruction is in order, upon | 
which the gentleman from Massac husetts {Mr. 
Dawes] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. Have not the House fixed 
that they will proceed at this hour to count the 
electoral votes ? 

The SPEAKER. 
has not yet come, 

Mr. DAWES. Before we proceed with the 
regular order, | desire to move that the evening | 
session for this evening be dispensed with, and I 
would like to submit a few remarks upon that 
pubje ct. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
his remarks. 

COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTES. 


At five minutes past one o’clock, p. m., the 


Doorkeeper announced the Senate of the United 
States. 


‘That can be done by unani- | 


They have; but the Senate 





|| The 


It would require unanimous |} ¢ 


|| of New 
places on the floor. | 
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y,in the presenee of both Houses thus 
hd, to open the votes, | now proceed to 
ze that duty. 

ice President then proceeded to open and 
the tellers the votes of the several States 
sident and Vice President of the United 
sommencing with the State of Maine. 

or TRUMBULL, one of the tellers, read 
he certificate of the vote of the State of 
viving seven votes for Abraham Lincoln, 
is, for President of the United States, and 
otes for Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, 
President of the United States. 

x WADE. Mr. President, I move to dis- 


hand t 
| for Pri 
States, 
| Sena 
}in full 
Maine, 
1 of [lin 
|| seven 
— Vic 
Sena 
pense wv 
cate eX: 
| Mr. ¢ 


not con 


»nt the result of the vote. 
OX. Mr. President, I believe that it is 
petent for this joint convention to have 


z on the 4th of March next, and it being || | 


th the reading of everything in the certifi- | 


any mo@on submitted, but | suggest, as General 
Cass si@zgested in 1857, that only the result of | 























the voted shall be announced. 

The QICE PRESIDENT. Thatcanbe done, 
| as suge@ted. ‘The Chair does not think that it 
| is withi§ his power to receive the motion, unless 
| the Senor from Ohio desire that the Senate shall 
| separatedin order to pass upon the question. 

Senat@e WADE. Ido not propose any sych 
thing. @ believe we may dispense with the read- 
ing of aldbut the results. 

The ICE PRESIDENT. The 
therefor: 
sults of | 
will now 


Chair will, 
ie returns only to be read. 
vead the results of the vote of the State 
Iampshire. 

lers reported, through Senator Trum- 
they had examined the vote of the State 


The t 
BULL, thy 


of New Iqampshire, that they found it in due form, 
| that all the votes given for President of the Uni- 


| ted State 
Lincoln, 


were five, all which were for Abraham 
of the State of Illinois; and that all the 
en for Vice President of the United 
re five, all of which were for Andrew 
of the State of Tennessee. 

he form was observed in announcing the 
he other States. 

ers having read, through Mr. Witson, 
the certifgiate from the State of Nevada, showing 
that two fotes had been given for Abraham Lin- 
| coln, of IJlinois, for President, and two votes for 
| Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, for Vice Presi- 
President 
| The VICE PRESIDENT said: The Chair will 
state to the convention that the messenger who 
bore the feturns from the State of Nevada com- 
municatedé the fact that the third elector did not 
appear wien the vote was taken. The State hav- 


Johnson, 
The sa; 
votes of 


The te 


no law by which the vacancy could be fille d; and 


consequently but two votes were given for Presi- 
dent and Vice President. 





recorded, 

Senator COWAN said: Mr. President, I in- 
quire whether there are any further returns to be 
counted, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are not. 

Senator COWAN. And if there be, I would 

| inquire why they are not submitted to this body 
| in joint convention, which is alone capable of de- 


‘The Senate entered the Hall, preceded by its || termining whether they should be counted or not. 


Sergeant-at-Arms and headed by the Vice Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of the Senate, the mem- 
bers and officers of the House rising to receive 
them. The Senators took the seats set apart for 
them in the eastern section of the Hall. 

The VICE PRESIDENT took his seatas Pre- 
siding Officer of the joint convention of the two 
Houses, the Speaker occupying a chair on the left 
of the Vice President. 

Senator TrumBv t, the teller appointed on the 
part of the Senate, and Messrs. Witson and Daw- 
s0N, the two tellers appointed on the part of the 
House, took their seats at the Clerk’s desk, at 
which the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk 
of the House also occupied seats; two of the 
clerks of the Senate occupying seats at the re- 

vorters’ desk, 





The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has in 
his possession returns from the States of Lou- 
isiana and Tennessee, but in obedience to the law 
of the land’ the Chair holds it to be his duty not 
to present them to the convention. 

Senator COWAN. I ask whether the joint 
resolution on that subject has become a law by 
having received the approval of the President of |) 
the United States? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair believes 
that the official communication of its approval by 
the President has not been received by either 
House. The Chair, however, has been apprised 
of the fact that the joint resolution has received 
the approval of the President. 

Senator COWAN. Then, as a motion is not 
in order in this body, I suggest that the votes of |} 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate and ||} Louisiana and Tennessee be counted, and that 


House of Representatives having met under the | 
provisions of the Consutution for the purpose of | 
Opening, determining, and declaring the votes for | 
the offices of President and Vice President of the | 
United States for the term of four years com- | 


this convention determine the fact. 
Mr. COX. I suggest the reading of, the joint 


resolution by which our action is to be determ- 
ined. 


ing been but recently admitted into the Union, had | 


The vote of the State of Nevada having been | 


if there be no objection, direct the re- | 
The tellers | 





read the joint resolution under which the Howie 
| and Senate are now acting. 


The Secretary of the Senate then read, as fol. 
lows: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring therein,) That the following be added to the 
joint rules of the two Houses, namely : 
The two Houses shall assemble inthe Hall of the 1h vuse 
of Representatives at the hour of one o’clock, p.m, on thy 
second Wednesday in February next succeeding the meet. 
ing of the electors of President and Vice President of 1 
United States, and the President of the Senate shall be their 
Presiding Officer. One teller shall be appointed on the partof 
the Senate and two on the part of the Ilouse of Representa. 
tives, to whom shall be handed, as they are opened by the 
President of the Senateg the certificates of the eli snd 
votes 5 and said tellers having read the same in the presence 
and hearing of the two Houses thus assembled, sliall nak: 
alist of the votes as they shall appear from the said certij- 
eates; and the votes having beeu counted, the result of the 
same shall be delivered to the President of the Seuate, who 
shall thereupon announce the state of the vote and the 
names of the persons, if any, elected, which announcement 
shall be deemed asufficient declaration ofthe persons elected 
President and Vice President of the United States, and, to 
gether with the list of the votes, be entered on the Journals 
of the two Houses. 
If, upon the reading of any such certificate by the tellers, 
any question shall arise in regard to counting the votes 
therein certified, the same having been stated by the Presid 
ing Officer, the Senate shall thereupon withdraw, aud said 
question shall be submitted to that body for its decision ; 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall in 
| like manner submit said question to the House of Represent 
atives for its decision; and no question shall be decided 

| allirmatively, and no vote objected to shall be counted, ex 
cept by the concurrent votes of the two Houses, whicli being 
obtained, the two Houses shall immediately reassemble, 
and the Presiding Officer shall then announce the decision 
of the question submitted; and upon any such question 
there shall be no debate in either House. And any other 
question pertinent to the object for which the two Houses 
are assembled may be submitted and determined in like 
manner. 

At such joint meeting of the two Houses seats shall be 
provided as follows: for the President of the Senate, the 
Speaker’s chair; for the Speaker, a chair iminediately upon 
his lett; for Senators, inthe body of the Hallupon the right 
of the Presiding Officer; for the Representatives, in the 

| body of the Hall notoccupied by the Senators; for the tell 
ers, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 

Representatives, at the Clerk’s desk 5 for the other officers 
| of the two Houses, in front of the Clerk’s desk and upon 
| either side of the Speaker’s platform. 

Such joint meeting shall not be dissolved until the elec- 
toral votes are all counted and the result declared, and no 

| recess shall be taken upless a question shall have arisen 
in regard to the counting of any such votes, in which case 
it shall be competent for either House, acting separately in 
the manner hereinbetore provided, to directa recess not 
beyond the next day at the hour of one o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. STEVENS. I donot think any question 
has arisen which requires the two Houses to sep- 
arate. That, according to the wording of the 
joint resolution, can only be upon the reading of 
the returns which have been opened by the Pres- 
ident of the convention. 

Senator COWAN. I merely wish to say that, 
believing as I do that it rests with this joint con- 
vention, in its joint capacity, to determine all 
questions which ought to arise here, I have done 
what I have thovglit to be my duty i in bringing 
to the attention of the convention the question 
which I have raised. Having done so, I now beg 

| leave to withdraw it. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 
understand the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Cowan] asmaking any distinct motion, but merely 
_asimple suggestion. 
| Senator COWAN. I understood that no mo- 
| tion could be entertained in this convention. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Motions can be 
| entertained upon any matters pertinent to the pur- 
| pose for which the convention has assembled. 
| The decision of those motions must be determ- 
| ined by the two Houses separately, after the Sen- 
| ate shall have withdrawn from the convention. 
Mr. YEAMAN. Mr. President, if it requires 
| a distinct motion to determine the question, I will 
| move that ail the returns before this joint conven- 
| tion beopened and presented for its consideration. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
| the opinion that the motion of the member from 
Kentucky [Mr. Yeaman] is in order, being perti- 
| nent to the object for which the House and Sen- 
ate have assembled in joint convention. The 
| member will reduce his motion to writing, so that 
| the precise question shall be in possession of the 
| Senate when it shall retire for the determination 





| of the question presented for the consideration of 


the convention. . 

Mr. PRUYN. I wish to inquire whether a 
second proposition, one in regard tothe counting 
of the votes, can be entertained before the two 


The VICEPRESIDENT. TheSecretary will || Houses shall separate. If so I desire to move 
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be instructed not to count the vot 
ed State of West Virginia. 

The Vv Ic x PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 
the Chair the motion of the member from New 
York {Mr. Pruyn] is made too late, the vote of 
the State of West Virginia having been already 
announced and declared. 

Mr. PRUYN. With all respect to the Vice 
President, | desire to say that I understand the 
s is: the certificates of the votes of the 

ates have bee n opened, read, and an- 
nounced, at now the tellers, as the proper offi- 
cers of this joint convention, are to pass upon 
hose votes, aad announce the result. My mo- 
i is that the tellers be ingtructed not to count 
e vote of the so-called State of West Virginia. 
Mr. WHALEY. If it be in order, 1 would 
ask the gentleman from New York [Mr. Pruyy] 
to state his reasons for his motion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


+} + tl tellers 


rule to be 
respective 


The language of | 


the t hk under which the two Houses are now 
‘ting 1s as follows: 
If upon the reading of any such certificate by the tell 
( wy question shall arise as to the counting of the votes 
therein certified,’? &e 
The question must be raised when the vote is | 
a yunced, In the opinion of the Chair the 


member from New York [Mr. Prurn] should 
have made his motion, in order to come within 
the rule, at the time the tellers announced the vote 
of theS of West Virginia, 

Mr. COX. If the rule is that which has just 
been enunciated by the Chair, how is it that the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Yeaman] can 
submit his motion before the Vice President shall 
have opened, andthe tellers shall have announced, 
the votes of the States of Louisianaand Tennessee? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In the opinion of 
the Chair the motion of the member from Ken- 
tu k y [Mr. Yeaman] is inorder. It does notap- 
ply toa return where objec ction is made, but it 
applies to areturn which has notbeen submitted 
to the convention. It is a distinct motion thata 
submitted to the convention. It 

mes within the latter clause of the joint resolu- 
tion, which relates to any other motion pertinent 
to the object for which the two Houses have met 
In convention, 

Senator FARWELL. 1 would suggest that 
the question raised by the member from Ken- 
tucky Jeet Yeaman] has already been decided 
by the two Houses of Congress in the passage of 
the joint resolution which has just been read. It 
is not in order, therefore, to again raise the ques- 
tion in this convention, the point of order having 
already been determined by the two Houses of 
Congress. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from Maine (Mr. Farwe tt] raise a question 
of order upon the ruling of the Chair? 

Senator FARWELL. I raise the question of 
order that this question has already been decided 
by the t 
joint resolution under which this convention is 
acting, which joint resolution has been approved 
by the President. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
approvaiof the President is within the knowledge 
of the Chair, and in consequence of that knowl- 
edge the Chair has seen fitto withhold the returns 
of the States in question. There has been no of- 
ficial promulgation of that approval of the Presi- 
dent. Still,in the opinion of the Chair, if either 
branch of Congress shall be disposed to order the 
returns now upon the table to be read, it is within 
their power to do so. The reagling of the returns 
would be one thing; then would arise another 
que stion, whether the vote in the return so read 
should be added to the count of the tellers. In 
the opinion of the Chair the motion of cht mem- 
ber from Kentueky [Mr. Yeamay] is in order. 

Mr. YEAMAN. Before | submit my motion 
in writing, | would inquire whether the submis- 
sion of that motion would require the temporary 
diss ‘olution of this convention and the resolving 
of the two Houses into their separate bodies in 
heir respective Chambers? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has no 
doubt at that point. Each House must de- 
tr ermine the question in its own Chamber; and 


ach House has a negative upon the determina- 
tioh of the other. 


return shall be 


Mr. YEAMAN,. Then I desire to submit an- | 


other suggestion. . 


wo Houses of Congress in passing the | 


THE CONGRE 


| ers, announced the 


The fact of that | 


| number 


of the U: 


| the time of the en 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ill 
any debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. All debate is out 
of order. The rule itself prescribes that no ques- 
tion shall be debated in the convention. 

Mr. YEAMAN. Then I| withdraw my mo- 
tion, if it requires the separation of the conven- 
tion into the two Houses. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

Senator TRUMBULL, on the part of the tell- 
following as the result of the 
sident and Vice President of the Uni- 


inois. I object to 


vote for Pre 

ted States: 

List of votes for President and Vice President of the United 
States for the constitutional term to commence on the 4th 
day of March, 1865. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The tellers report 
that the whole number of votes cast for President 
and Vice President of the United States is 233; 
necessary to achoice, 117. For President of the 
United States, the tellers report that Abraham Lin- 
coln, of Iilinois, has received 212 votes; George B. 
McClellan, of New Je rsey, has received 2] votes, 
For Vice President of United States, the tell- 
ers announce that Andrew Johnson, of Tennes- 
see, has received 2]2 votes, and George H. Pen- 
dleton. of Ohio, has received 21 votes: 

Wherefore, | do declare that ABranam Lin- 
COLN, of the State of Illinois, having received a 
majority of the whole number of electoral votes, 
duly elected President of the United States for four 
years commencing on the 4th day of March, 1865; 
and that ANpREw Jounson, of the State of ‘len- 
nessee, having received a majority of the whole 
of electoral votes for Vice President of 
the United State 8, 1S duly elected Vice President 
uted States for four years commencing 
on the 4th day of March, 1865. 

{The announcement of the result of the vote 
was received with applause upon the floor and in 
the galleric gs.) 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The object for 
which the House and the Senate have assembled 
in joint convention having transpired, the Senate 
will retire to its Chamber. 

The Senate accordingly retired from the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, when 

The House vain called to order. 

EVENIN@ SESSION DISPENSED WITH. 

The SPEAKER. The pen ding question, at 
trance of the Si ae nto the 
Hall, was on the motion of tle rentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] that the s 
To aries ct vensed wit 

Mr. STEVEN If that motion be nted, 
will the aa bill ¢ 


iS 


Was a 


| the morning? 


ssion of 


come up as tle first business in | 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


it 
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The SPEAKER. ‘There is but one special 
Whole on the state of 
the Union which antedates the tax bill, and that 
is the Indian appropriation bill, which, by unan- 
imous consent, is understood to be passed over. 
As by unanimous consent the tax bill was made 
: v lock, 
of, therefore, if there should 
be no session this eve ning, to-morrow morning, 
after the morning hour, the tax bill will be the 
special order in Committee of the Whole. 

Mir. STEVENS. Then I have no objection 
to the motion to dispense with the session this 
evening. 

Mr. DAWES. 


motion, 


order in Committee of the 


the special order for thisevening atseven o 
and unul disposed 


I supposed, in making the 
that 1 was acting in accordance with 
the wishes of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

‘The motion of Mr. Dawes was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to ask what will be 
the first business to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. There will be a morning 
hour, during which the committees will be called 
for public business, beginning with the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. After mp ut, the recoustruc- 
tion bill will come up, unless the House should 
ro into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, in which case the tax bill will be the 
special order. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
now adjourn. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

And thereupon the House (at two o’clock, p. 
m.) adjourned. 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 9, 1865. 
Dake Les 


PRESIDENT 


Prayer by Rev. B. H. Na 


ELECTION OF PRO TEMPORE. 


The Secretary. The Senate will please come 
to order. J have received from the President of 
the Senate the following letter: 
Vice Prestpent’s Camper, 
WasHItnacTron, Fel ry 9, 1865. 
Str: Ishall be absent from Washin 
from date inform the 


eton for several days 
Senate ot this tact. 

il. HAMLIN, 
Hon. J. W. Forney, Secretary of the Senate. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. Secretary, 
lution: 


Please 


I offer this reso- 

Resolved, That, inthe absence ofthe Vice President, Hon, 

DanieL Ciark, of New Hampshire, be, and he is hereby, 

chosen President of the Senate pro tempore. 
The resolution was adopted nem. con. 

Secretary de signated Messrs. Foor, ANTHONY, 

ind BucKALew to escort Mr. Crank to the chair. 
On motion of Mr. FOOT, it was 


,and the 


Ordered, That the Secretary wait upon the President of 
the United States and intorm him that, in the absence of 
the Vice President, the Senate has chosen Hon, Dante 
Criark, of New Ul ne President of the Senate pra 
tempore, and that he make a similar communication to the 


Llouse of Key prest sauan Se 


mof Mr. GRIMES, and by unanimous 
conse nt, the readin gr of the Journal of y' Sle rday’s 
proceedings was dis pensed with 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MORGAN. I offer proceedings of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, 
relating to various subjects. Imovethatso much 
ites toa general tax on sales 
of merchandise be referred to the 


On motu 


of the documentas rel 
Committee on 
Finance; so much as relates to a ship-canal around 
the falls of Niagara, to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; so much as relates to amonthly or semi- 
monthly line of steamers from San Francisco to 
China and Jay pan, and the Pacific Mail Steamship 
«; ympany, to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads; andsomuch as relates to fust-sailing 
ships of the Navy being made to answer the 
purpos 


fouble 


sof cruisers and mail packets, to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT = tempore. It will be 
nece ssary to print tiie ce inication OY unant- 
mous consent of the Senate, in order that the dif- 
ferent portions may go to the respective commute 
tees. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
se made. 


Tie PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I ask that the order to print 


That order 


Wy 


SRDS See 





ee en 





+t 
: 
} 4 
See 
t 
{ 
L 
. 


670 


may be made by. unanimous consent, The Chair 
hears no obj ction, and the order is made. 

Mr. MORGAN. I also present amemorial of 
merchants of the city of New York remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United | 
Sutes. As that bill has been reported from the 
committee, | move that this memorial lie on the 
table. 
The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr, HOWE presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, praying for 
the establishment of a naval depot in the harbor 


of Milwaukee; which was referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented the petition | 
of Cyrus Leland, first lieutenant and regimental | 
quartermaster of the thirteenth regiment Kansas 
volunteers, and acting assistant quartermaster at 
Post Van Buren, Arkansas, praying relief from all 
liability to the Governmentin consequence of the 
capture of the Government train containing all 
of his retained comes of returns, reports, books, 
accounts, and the public property in his posses- 
sion, by the enemy, at the battle of Marks’s Mills, 
near the Saline river, Arkansas, on the 25th of 
April, 1864; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. COWAN presented the petition of officers 
in the Army of the United States in the year 
1863, praying a repeal of so much of the act of 
Congress as makes them lable to pay a special 
income tax of five per cent. on their pay as offi- 
cers in the Army for that year; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affuirs and the Mi- 
litia, 

Mr. CLIANDLER presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Lac La Belle to the Cliff mine, in Keweenaw 
county, thence along the Mineral range to some 
point on the Montreal river; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered || 
to be prints a. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no further petiuons or memorials to be presented, 
reports from committees are in order, 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Ll ask the Senate at 
this time by unanimous consentto take up a res- || 
olution reported by me from the Committee on | 
Agriculture, It will excite no discussion, | am | 
sure, | 

Mr. CONNESS. We adjourned last evening |! 
with some business pending, and I hope that the \| 
regular order will go on this morning until we || 
can take up and finish that, : {| 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. When the Senator || 
hears my statement he will consent to the pas- || 
sage of the resolution, 


It is for the printing of || 
two thousand copies of the agricultural part of || 
the Census Report of 1860, for the use of the Com- || 
missioner of Agriculture. Time is important, for | 
unless the resolition 1s soon acted upon, the type i| 
will be distributed. 
Mr. CONNESS. I have no objection to the || 
resolution, but 1 think it can wait yet a little 
while. ‘The type will not be distributed until 
the morning hour is over, certainly. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. But when the morn- | 
ing hour is over I shall not be able to get it up. || 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1s objection || 
made to the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion? 


1] 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I withdraw the mo- |! 
tion at present. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTERS. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
424) to facilitate the collection of certain debts || 
due the United States, reported it with amend- | 
ments, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 75) 
declaring what States of the Union are entitled to 
vote at the approaching presidential election, re- 
ported it without amendment, and moved that it |! 
be postponed indefinitely; which was agreed to, 

Mr. VAN WINKLE, from the Conimittee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tron (H.R. No. 143) to facilitate the adjustment 
of certain accounts of the American Coloniza- | 
tion Society for the support of recaptured Airi- || 


1} 


i 
i 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESS! 


| resolution of the Senate of the 13 


| cans in Liberia, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to 


| the Committee on Foreign Relations; which was 
| agreed to. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 


| ° . 
| Public Lands, to whom was referred a memorial 


|| of the Legislature of Minnesota, reported a bill 
| (S. No. 432) to extend the time limited for the 


| completion of the railroads mentioned in the act 


} 


| entitled **An act making a grant of land to the 


| aid in the construction of certain railroads in said 


construction of a certain railroad in said State,’’ 


ONAL GLOBE. 


|| Territory of Minnesota, in alternate sections, to | 


| Territory, and granting public lands in alternate | 
sections to the State of Alabama to aid in the | 


approved March 3, 1857; which was read, and 


passed to a second reading. 


Mr. DOOLIT TLE, from the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (EI. R. 
No. 624) to provide for the payment of the value of 
certain lands and improvere:nts of certain citi- 
zens, appropriated by the United States for In- 
dian reservations, in the Territory of Washing- 
ton, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Den- 
nis Nolan, praying that he may be allowed to pur- 
chase or lease astrip of land now occupied by him, 
lying between the inclosure of the light-house and 


the shore of Lake Michigan, in Michigan City, | 


Indiana, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed, 


He also, from the same committee, toe whom 


| was referred the bill (S, No. 414) to authorize the 


construction of the Northern Pacific railroad east- 


|} ward to Ontonagon, in the State of Michigan, and 


provide for its connection eastward with the Olito, 
lndiana, Michigan, and Canadian systems of 
railroads at Port Huron, Detroit, Toledo, Fort 
Wayne, and Dayton, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of 
the ecrier and bailiffs of the United States courts 


| in the District of Columbia, praymg for an in- 


crease of their pay, and back pay from January 
1, 1863, to the present time, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further considerauuon; which was 


|| agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred | 
a bill (S. No. 419) for the better organization of | 


the pay department of the United States Army, 
reported it without amendment, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States communicating, in compliance with a 
ultimo, in- 
formation in relation to the present condition of 
Mexico and the case of the French war-transport- 


| steamer Rhine; which was ordered to lie on the 


table. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury communicating, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
23d of January, 1865, information in relation to 
contracts made by Hanson A. Risley, supervis- 
ing special agent of the Treasury Department; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior transmitting a copy ofa 
report from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


in relation to the balance due to claimants under 
|| the third article of the treaty of September 10, 


1853, with the Rogue river Indians, for property 


destroyed by those Indians, and forimprovements 


made by land claimants on the Indian reserve, 
and recommending an appropriation of the sum 
necessary to complete the paymentof those claims; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

CREDENTIALS PRESENTED, 


Mr. WILKINSON presented the credentials 
of Hon. Daniel S. Norton, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Minnesota a Senator from that State for 


| the term of six years, commencing on the 4th of 
March, 1865; which were read, and ordered to be | 


placed on the files. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 








February 9, 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bil] 
(S. No. 433) to extend the homestead act of May 
20, 1562, to settlers on Jands reserved for railroad 
purposes; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 
434) more effectually to provide for the national 
defense by establishing a uniform militia through. 
out the United States; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
435) toamend anactentitled ** An actinaddition to 
the several acts concerning commercial intercourse 
between loyal and insurrectionary States, and to 
provide for the collection of captured and aban- 
doned property, and the prevention of frauds in 
States declared in insurrection,’’ approved July 
2, 1864; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
436) making a grant of lands to the Territories of 
Dakota, Montana, and Idaho, in alternate sec- 
tions, to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads in said Territories, to connect with the 
railroad system of Minnesota and Towa; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following con- 


current resolution, and ask for its present con- 


sideration: 


A concurrent resolution requesting the President of the 
United States to transmit to the Executives of the several 
United States the amendment proposed by Congress to 
the Constitution respecting the extinction of slavery 
therein. 

Resolved, §c., That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to the Executives of the several 
Suites copies of the article of amendment proposed by Con 
gress to be added to the Constitution of the United States 
respecting the extinction of slavery in the United States, 
to the end that if either of the said States may not have al- 
ready acted upon the said proposed amendment they may 
proceed to do so; and that be request the Executive of 
each State which has ratified or shall hereafter ratify such 
amendment to transmit to the Secretary of State a certified 


| copy ot such ratification. 


This is a concurrent resolution, requiring but 
one reading, I think. I ask for its present con- 
sideration. I presume there will be no objection 
to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think the title of the reso- 
lution should be amended. It says the ‘* several 
United States;’’ it should be the ** several States.” 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This is a copy of the res- 


| olution that was adopted in regard to the other 


| tion, 


| but wrong in the title. 


amendments, and if the Senator from Maryland 
will have the first part of it read again he will 
see, | think, that there is no objection to the 
phraseology of the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask for the reading of the 
title of the resolution again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The words ‘ several United 
States’? are surely wrong; 1 suppose it means, 
‘* several States.”’ . 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was copied by the Sec- 
retary, and I think copied from a former resolu- 
I have no objection to that change in the 
phraseology. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is right in the resolution; 
There is but one United 
States. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 


| will be so modified. 


The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


SOLOMON WADSWORTH. 


Mr. HARLAN. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of House bill No. 431. 

Mr. FOOT. 1 hope the ordinary morning 
business will be gone through with before any 
motion of this kind shall be entertained. Some four 
or five mornings have passed in which such mo- 
tions have been made, cutting off the usual morn- 
ing business before au opportunity for presenting 
it was had. I desire to offer a resolution; and L 
know there is a large quantity of business of the 
usual character for the morning hour not yet pre- 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- || sented. 
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Mr. HARLAN. Thisbill will not occupy more 
than three or four minutes. It is a billto correct 


the description of a piece of land owned by acit- | 


izen of my State, to which I am sure there will 
be no objection. I prefer that the rule should not 


be changed just now, the first time I have asked || 


a favor of this kind for some months. I think 
the Senate has not proceeded according to the 
rules of the Senate for the last four years. 
Senate has not been transacting business as ar- 
ranzed on the Calendar at any time since the elec- 
tion of the present incumbent of the Executive 
office. Every bill that has been passed has been 
taken up out of its order; and I would regret that 
my friend should insist on kis objection now. 

Mr. FOOT. I do not insist upon it. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move, then, to take up the 
bill 1 have indicated, 

Mr. CONNESS. I will ask whether, if this 
bill is taken up, it will displace the business that 
was pending when the adjournment took place 
yesterday. 


The | 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will | 


inform the Senator that it will not. The unfin- 
ished business does not come up until one o’clock. 

Mr. CONNESS. My impression was that it 
would be in order after the ordinary morning busi- 
ness, during the morning hour. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It comes up 


State banks having branches to become nationa) banking 
associations under the said act, and still use a portion ot 


their capital for banking purposes, and keep offices of dis- 
count and deposit at the several places where such branches 
are now located. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House of Repre- 


| sentatives were severally read twice by their 


titles, and referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. No. 688) making appropriations 
for the construction, preservation, and repairs of 
certain fortifications and other works of defense 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1866; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 683) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1866. 


MILITARY SERVICE. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider its amendments, disagreed to by 
the House of Representatives, to the bill (H. R. 


| No. 583) to amend the twenty-first section of an 


at one o’clock. It was the unfinished business of || 


the session of yesterday. 

The motionot Mr. Harvan was agreed to; and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the biil (H. R. No. 431) tor the 
relief of Solomon Wadsworth, which proposes to 
amend the act for the relief of Solumon Wads- 
worth, approved June 16, 1860, by striking out the 
word ** ninety-four’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word “ ninety-five.” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT. 


Under the resolution adopted yesterday Mr. 
TRUMBULL Was appointed on the part of the Sen- 
ate to join such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the Flouse to notify Abraham Lin- 
coln of Iilinois, and Andrew Johnson of Tennes- 


see, of their election as President and Vice Pres- 


ident of the United States. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The introduc- | 


tion of bills and joint resolutions is sull in order. 

Mr. CONNESS. If there are no more bills or 
joint resolutions to be introduced,.as the Senator 
trom Ohio, the chairman of the Committee on 


Finance, lias given us notice that he will call for | 


the precedence of his legislauve appropriation bills 
this morning as soon as the hour of one o’clock 
arrives, | move now to postpone all prior orders 
and take up the unfinished business when the 
Senate adjourned yesterday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will ask the indulgence of the Senator to allow 
the Chair to go through with resolutions, and then 
it will be in order for him to submit his motion. 

Mr. CONNESS. Certainly. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INAUGURATION, 

Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be ap- 
pointed by the Presiding Officer of the Senate to make the 
hecessary arrangements for the inauguration of the Presi 
ident-elect of the United States onthe 4th of March next. 

Mr. FOOT. As the mover of the resolution I 
have to request that the Presiding Officer, in the 
appointment of this committee, will waive the 
parliamentary usage in the appointment of its 
cnuairman, 

_ The President pro tempore appointed Messrs. 
Foster, Doouir1 LE, and HENDERSON as the com- 
Inillee, 

STATE BANKS, 


Mr. WILLEY submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, und agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance inquire into 
the propriety of amending the act of Congress entitled “An 
act to provide a national et 
United States bounds, aud to provide for the circulation and 
redemption thereof,” approved June 3, 1864, so as to aliow 


irrency secured by a pledge of 


| other purposes,”’ 


act entitled **An act to define the pay and emolu- 
ments of certain officers of the Army, and for 
approved Ji ly 17, 1862 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate insist 
on its amendments disagreed to by the House, 
and agree to the committee of conference. 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire the Senator first to 
explain what the disagreeing vote is ¢ 

Mr. FOOT. Let the record be read. 

The Secretary read the amendments of the Sen- 
ate disagreed to by the House, which were to add 
at the end of the bill the following as additional 
sections: 


Sec. —. 


rwoeul, 


And be it further enacted, That it is not within 


the intent of the first section of the act of Mareli 3, 1863, 
entitled “An act to authorize th Vetting ob volunteer 
and other officers in the United States servi > author 

izing the Presidentto conter brevet rauk for gallant actions 
and meritorious conduct, to make a distinetion as to pay 
between officers of volunteers and other forces, ineludu g 
the regular Army 3 but thatsuch brevet rank does not entith 

any officer, either of the regular Army or volunteer’, to any 


increase of pay or emoluments 

Sec. —. And bel Jurther enacted, Thatifa soldier, dis- 
charged for wounds received iu battle, die before receiving 
the bounty provided by the aet of March 3, 1863, entitled 
“An act to amend an act to authorize the emplo 
volunteers, and so torth,’? the bounty due 
his heirs in the same manner and orde 
he had died in service. 


Sec. - 


inenut of 


rol succession as if 


- And be it further enacted, That noalien wh 
resided in the United States for five years prior to th 

day of April, 186) ,and who, if naturalized, wou 
subject to military duty, shall be her 
act to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Amend the title of the bill by adding at the end 
thereof the words ‘and for other purposes.”? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is On the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts that the Senate insist upon its amendments 
and agree to the conference asked by the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the committee on 
the part of the Senate be appointed by the Chair. 

The motion was agree d to by unanimous con- 
sent; and Messrs. Witson, Grimes, and Lane, 


» lias 
th 
thave been 


aller naturalized, any 


| of Indiana, were appointed the committee of con- 


i 


ference on the partof the Senate. 
MESSAGE FROM TIE 
A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed without amendmenta point 
resolution (S. R. No. 106) providing for the com- 
pilation of a Congressional Director y at each ses- 
Sion, 
The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed the following bills, 


HOUSE. 


Wi 


in which it requested the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 748) providing for a bust of 
the late Chief Justice Tane y to be placed in the 
Supreme Court Room of the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 749) providing for the con- 
finement of juvenile offenders against the 
the United States in houses of refuge. 

COMMERCE AMONG THE STATES. 

Mr. WADE. I now move to take up the un- 
finished business of yesterday. Ido not suppose 
it will take long. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [ ask that that bill be laid 
aside informaily, so that | may be allowed to 
move to make House bill No. 307 the special order 
for Monday next, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 


shall descend to | 
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may be entertained at this ime by unanimous con- 
sent. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move now that House 
bill No. 307 be made the special order for Monday 
next. I will simply state that the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance objected the other day 
to making it a special order, because he had a 
couple of bills that he desired to have considered. 
I will say to that Senator that [| shall not antago- 
nize this bill with any of his financial bills; but I 
desire to get a vote upon it, and I will press it to 
a vote at the earliest possible moment. As Sat- 
urday has been assigned for the business of the 
District of Columbia, and the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance has to-day and to-morrow 
for his business, | move, if it be agreeable to the 
Senate, that this bill be made the special order for 
Monday next at one o’clock. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I desire to inquire what the 
bill is 

Mr.CHANDLER. It is House bill No. 307. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Its title will 
be read for information. 

The Secrerary. ‘A bill to regulate com- 
merce among the several States.”’ 

Mr. WRIGHT. = I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
has already been received, and the question is 
upon it. 

‘The motion wasagreed to by a two-thirds vote. 


BOUNDARIES OF NEVADA. 

Mr. WADE. 

I have called up. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (S. 
No. 430) to amend an act to enable the people 
of Nevada to form a constitution and State goy- 


Now let us go on with the bill 


ernment, and for the admission of such State into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I was very anxious 
that the Senators from Nevada should take their 
seats in this body; but | am surprised that they 
have commenced so soon to absorb the lands that 
I am not prepared to adopt asa 
system the policy of making these western States 
so large as Nevada will be by the passage of this 
bill. -f should like to learn from the two Senators 
how many square miles there will be in the State 
of Nevada when they have made this their first 
grab, 

Mr.STEWART. [have not figured the number 
of square miles that there will be; 1t wall be some- 
thing over one hundred thousand square miles, 
desert and all; and | suppose that of that number 
there will not be exceeding twenty-five thousand 
square miles which can be inhabited. The great 
™m jority of our territory is barren waste; we 
have a few small valleys, and the remainder is a 
mountainous country, containing silver and gold 
and other minerals. When the mines shall be- 
come exhausted we shall have a very small terri- 
tory to cultivat and support the population of a 
State. We need this, at least. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. FARWELL. Ido not like to raise any 
opposition to this new State that has just come 
in here, but it does appear to me this is extraor- 
dinary legislation, ‘The Senators from that State 
say this 3s an unknown, unexplored country. 
The Y> of course, cannot have explored this vast 
territory very much, and there is a very great 
degree of ignorance certainly in this Senate tn re- 
gard condition and location of it. Now,if 
this country 18 once annexed finally and becomes 
a part of the State of Nevada, Congress will have 


to Lie 


no power or authority hereafter to change the ar- 
rangement. I should have no objection to pro- 
viding that the jurisdiction of Nevada may ex- 


tend over this territory, with a reservation that 
if it shall be found necessary or convenient here- 
after to make a new ‘Territory of it, Congress 
shall retain the power to take it back. lt isa 
large sect land: it is a section of land which 
is being annexed, without any knowledge on the 
part of the Senate, to a State much larger than 
many of the original States, much larger than 
many States in the Union, and it may interfere 
very much with the necessary legislation for the 
organization of that country. I wish the Sena- 
tors would so change this bill as to leave in Cone 
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gress auttiority hereafter, if itmay be necessary, 
to make a different arrangement in regard to this 
whole degree, sixty miles wide, perhaps three 
or four hundred miles long. It may be all right, 
but I certainly think we have not the necessary 
information to justify usin this sort of legislation. 
Ido not doubt that every word the Senators have 
stated is true,so faras they know; but they do 
not pretend that they have explored this country, 
or any considerable portion of it. I did not so 
understand them, 
Mr. WADE, Lam surprised that this bill meets | 
with the opposition here that it does. Here are 
a State and a ‘Territory lying side by side. The 
Mormon Territory, that will some time be made 
a State probably, will contain at least one third | 
more territory than Nevada if you leave the lat- | 
teras itisnow; butif you remove this boundary, 
as the bill proposes, the two will be very nearly 
equal in extent of territory. And yet it seems 
even here that the Saints are preferred to the Gen- 
tiles in the extent of territory they shall have. 
he objection ts that we do not know very much 
about this territory. ‘That may be true, but we 
know as much about it as we do about any one 
o! the new States that we have admitted into the 
Union for some considerable time past. We 
know, in my judgment, much more about the | 
country that is covered by this bill than we do 
about many portions of the State of Oregon and 
perhaps of the State of California. Wedo know 
that this is a mountainous region, that itis not 
an agricultural country, and never can be very | 
thickly inhabited. We all know that. It is only | 
valuable for its mining interests; not much else. 
The State will not be larger than the States we 
have already organized West. It will not be as 
large as Oregon; it will not be half as large as 
California; it will not be much larger than any 
of the extreme western States on this side of the 
mountains, and it 1s a State that perhaps ought 
to have boundaries larger than any of them when 
we consider the nature of the soil, &c. I do not 
wish to make an argument; [ want to vote on it. 
Mr. FARWELL. I did not wish to interfere 
with tus bill, and | feel called upon to explain 
why L interfered. The objection | had was that 
I had no faith or belief that Utah would ever be 
admitted as a State into the Union with her pres- | 
ent population and institutions. We are about | 
geltung rid of one unwholesome institution, and | 
trust we shall not adoptanother one thatis full its 
equal. I thought possibly it might be necessary 
ata future time, for the arrangement of this whole 
subject, that Congress should have jurisdiction 
over this territory which it is now proposed to 
annex to the State of Nevada. I merely made 
the suggestion; I do not propose to vote aruinst 
the billifthe Senate are satisfied with the arrange- | 
ment. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. With this amount of ter- | 





ritory added to Nevada, it will not be much if 
any larger than the State of Oregon; it will not 
be much more than two thirds as large as the 
State of California; it will not be half as large 
as the State of ‘Texas; it will not be very much 
larger than the State of Minnesota; and you must 
take into consideration the fact that probably two 
thirds of the whole area of Nevada is a desert, 
uninhabitable and uncultivated, and impossible 
to be cultivated, because there is no rain there, 
and they cannot irrigate it, because there is no 
river to irrigate it. The rich territory embracing 
the good jand will not be larger than that con- 
tained in the State of New York or Wisconsin. 
Mr. CONNESS. I will say to the Senate that 
the latter condition, uncultivatibility, certainly in- 
cludes nine tenths or nineteenth twentieths of it. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. | 

| 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE OHIO. 


On motion of Mr. COWAN, it was ordered 
that the bill (S. No, 392) supplementary to an act | 
approved July 14, 1862, enutled ** An act to es- 
tablish certain post roads,” be recalled from the | 
House of Representatives in order that a motion 
to reconsider may be entertained. 

BRIDGE AT CINCINNATI. | 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the bill (S. | 
No. 413) to establish a certain post road was con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

As originally introduced, the bill declared that | 
the bridge across the Ohio river at Cincinnati, in || 


the State of Ohio, and at Covington, in the State || point, and this bridge is being built in pursuance .| 


‘THE CONGRESSI 


| bridge built according to the description of the | 





| alike in both Houses, in order to facilitate the pas- | 
| sage of this bill in the other body. 


. = : aaa ef aks) | 
of Kentucky, shall be, when completed, a lawful 
structure in its present position, and at the eleva- 
tion of one hundred feet above low.water, and shall 


be so held and taken to be, anything in any law || 


or laws of the United States to the contrary not- 
withstanding. It also proposed to declare the 
bridge to be a post road for the passage of the | 
mails of the United States, and to authorize the | 
Covington and Cincinnati Bridge Company to 
have and maintain their bridge at its present site, 


and at theelevation of one hundred feet above low || 


water at the center; and the officers and crews of | 
all vessels and boats navigating the river are re- 
quired to regulate the use of their vessels and 
boats, and of any pipes or chimneys belonging | 
thereto, so as not to interfere with the elevation 
and construction of the bridge. 

The amendment of the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads was to strike out all after | 
the enacting clause of the bill, and insert the fol- 
lowing: | 

That the bridge across the Ohio river, at Cincinnati, in 
the State of Ohio, and at Covington, in the State of Ken- | 
tucky, is hereby declared to be, when completed in accord- 
ance wilh the laws of the States of Kentucky and Ohio, a 


lawful structure and post road for the conveyance of the 
mails of the United States. 


Mr. COWAN. Ido not know that I under- 
stand the amendment, I have no objection to the 


bill; butuf that description is to be stricken out, 
and thisamendment inserted, [do notknow what 
the bridge is to be. ‘The amendment provides that 
it shall be constructed according to the laws of 
Ohio and Kentucky. [do not know what those | 
laws are. I know what the description of the 
bridge is in that part of the bill proposed to be 
stricken out, but I cannot tell what it will be under | 
these unknown laws. I should like to be informed, | 
therefore, whether the description of the bridge | 
contained in the original bill, that is to be stricken | 
out, is the same as 1s contemplated under the laws | 
of Kentucky and Ohio, | 
Mr. COLLAMER. Those laws provide that | 
the bridge shall be of the height stated—one hun- | 
dred feet high in the center—and shall be a thou- | 
sand feet span. | 
Mr. JOHNSON. Is there a provision for «| 
draw? 
Mr.COLLAMER. No, there is no necessity 
foradraw. Itis to be one hundred feet above | 
low-water mark in the center, and with a single | 
span of one thousand and fifty feet, 1 think. 
Mr. COWAN. If that is the case I have no 
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of the laws of the two States of Kentucky and 


Ohio. 


objection to the bill whatever, but I would pre- || 


fer that the bill itself should prescribe the width | 
of the bridge and the length of the span. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It appeared to the com- | 
mittee that the original bill did not contain so 
definite a description of the bridge as is contained 
in the laws of Ohio and Kentucky. Two piers 
are already up to some extent. They begin at 
the second street in Cincinnati, and run, I believe, | 
to the second street in Covington. They have the 
piers up nearly to the bank, and it was thought 
rather indefinite to speak of the “‘present bridge.’ | 


| The House committee have had the same subject 


before them, and we have recommended this 
amendment so as to have the propositions exactly 


Mr. JOHNSON. Will. the Senator tell me | 
how the bridge is being built? Is it under anact | 
of Congress? 

Mr. COLLAMER. No, sir; it is being built 
under an actof the State of Kentucky, and a cor- 
responding act of the State of Ohio, describing 
itin the manner | have mentioned. This bill is 
now to declare by the United States that it shall 
be a legal structure if built according to these 
charters. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I was informed, but nodoubt 
erroneously, that it was being built under the au- 
thority of an act of Congress. 

Mr. COLLAMER. No, sir. 
Mr. SHERMAN. There was an act of Con- 
gress passed, | think, at the last session of Con- | 
gress, giving some general authority to bridge the 

Ohio river. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That was a general act 
for building bridges on the Ohio river above the 
mouth of the 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 


That is true. 
But this is below that | 


ji9 Sandy. i 


ii 





Mr. JOHNSON. Task my friend from Ver. 
mont whether there is any testimony as to the 
effect of the bridge, if built, on the navigation of 
the river. Will it interfere with the navigation? 

Mr. COLLAMER. We had before us in the 
committee some men experienced in the naviga- 
tion of the Ohio river, steamboat men and others, 
and it was clearly shown that it will be no inter. 
ruption to navigation if carried one hundred feet 
above low-water mark, and with a thousand feet 
span. 

Mr. POWELL. I feel a great deal of interest 
in this matter, and Tam very well satisfied that 
this bridge will not interfere with the navigation 
of the Ohio river. I think the statement of the 
Senator from Vermont is correct in every particu- 
lar. 1 hope the bill will pass. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed, Its 
title was amended soasto read: ‘*A bill toestab- 
lish a bridge across the Ohio river at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, a post road.”’ 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had approved and signed the 
bill (S. No. 225) for the relief of certain friendly 
Indians of the Sioux nation in Minnesota; and 
the bill (S. No. 234) for the relief of Louis Rob- 
erts. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 748) providing for a bust 
of thelate Chief Justice Taney to be placed in the 
Supreme Court Room of the United States, and the 
bill (H. R. No. 749) providing for the confine- 
ment of juvenile offenders against the laws of the 
United States in houses of refuge, were several] 
read twice by their tities, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


MISSOURI MILITIA CLAIMS. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I move now that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. 
No. 359) to reimburse the State of Missouri for 
moneys expended for the United States, 

The motion was agreed to; and the considera- 
tion of the bill was resumed as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. FOSTER. 


With the consent of the hon- 


| orable Senator from Missouri, I wish to suggest 


that | am very desirous of moving a number of 
amendments to the bankrupt bill. They are to 
perfect the billand generally to change its phrase- 
ology. It will take but a few moments to move 
these amendments. I wish todo it now, because 
itis very desirable to have the bill printed with 


|| the amendments, the present edition of the bill 
| which has been printed having been exhausted, 


so great is the demand for it. I should feel it to 


| be a great favor if the honorable Senator from 


Missouri would allow his bill to be Jaid aside for 
afew moments for that purpose, not to have any 
discussion, but simply to have my amendments 
voted on, that the bill may then be printed as 
amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course 
will be taken if there be no objection. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not desire to object, 
but I notify Senators that there is a special order 


| forone o’clock, and [I shall feel it to be my duty 


; 


to insist upon going on with it. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I hope my friend from 


| Connecticut will withdraw his request, and let 


this bill be considered. Itisa matter of very great 
importance, and I desire that it should be acted 
on at once. 

Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator can get his bill 
through before one o’elock [ shall not insist on 
my suggestion. I cannot get what I want done 
by that time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
bill that is before us read. : 

The Secretary read the bill. It propases to di- 
rect the President to appoint immediately a com- 
missioner, whose duty it shall be to ascertain the 
amount of moneys expended by the State of Mis- 
souri in enrolling, equipping, subsisting, and pay- 
ing such State forces as have been cailed into ser- 
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vice in that State since August 24, 1861, to act in 
concert with the United States forces in the sup- 
pre n of rebellion against the United States. 
ihe commissioner so appointed is to pro- 
ceed at once to examine all the items of expend- 
iture made by the State for the purposes named 
in the bill, allowing ouly for disbursements made 
and amounts assumed by the State for enrolling, 
equipping, subsisting, and paying such troops as 
were called into service by the Governor, at the 


request of the United States department com- | 


mander commanding the district in which Mis- | 


souri may at the time have been included, or by 
the express order, consent, or concurrence of such 
commander. No allowance isto be made for any 
troops which did not perform actual military ser- 
vice in fall concert and co6éperation with the au- 
thorities of the United States, and subject to their 
orders. 

In making up the account, for the convenience 
of the accounting officers of the Government, the 
commissioner is to state separately the amounts 
expended, respectively, for enrolling, equipping, 
arming, subsisting, and paying the troops, and 
from the aggregate amount he is to deduct the 


amount of direct tax due by the State to the Uni- | 


ted States under the actapproved August 5, 186], 
or the actentitled ‘*Anact toallow and pay to the 
State of Missouri the amount of money expended 
by said State in the arming and paying of troops 
employed in the suppression of insurrection 
against the laws of the United States,’’ approved 
July 17, 1862. 

In the adjustment ofaccounts the commissioner 
is not to allow forany expenditure or compensa- 
tion for service at a rate greater than was at the 
time authorized by the laws of the United States 
in similar cases. So soon as he shallhave made 
up the account and ascertained the balance he is 
to make a written report showing the different 
items of expenditure to the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and if from that report it shall appear 
that any sum remains due to the State he shall 
draw his warrant for the same, payable to the 
Governor of the State, and deliver it to him. 

The commissioner, before proceeding to the 
discharge of his duties, isto be sworn that he will 
carefully examine the accounts existing between 
the United States and the State of Missouri, and 
that he will, to the best of his ability, make a 
just, true, and impartial statement thereof, as re- 
quired by theact. Heis to receive such compen- 
sation for his services as may be determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The bill appro- 
priates the sum of $4,000,000 to carry its provis- 
ions into effect. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The time has 
arrived for the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Inasmuch as the Mis- 
souri bill is now before the Senate, and will re- 
quire buta few minutes for its disposition, | move 
that the special order be passed over informally. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthere is no desire to de- 
bate this bill I have no objection to its being acted 
on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 
order will be passed over informally. 

Mr. HENDERSON. This bill provides for an 
appropriation of money, and therefore I know 


that there will be unwillingness on the part of 


Senators to pass it, as there has been; and it is 
proper, it is nothing but right to examine care- 
fully and critically ali measures of this character. 
I do not come here asking for any bonus to the 





State of Missouri, or anything that is not per- | 


fectly and legally just. There is a report made 


by my colleague (report No. 107) from the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs, where the subject was 
thoroughly examined. ‘Thatsets out all the facts 
connected with this matter. A bill was passed in 
1862 to adjust affairs of this character in the State 
of Missouri, but no adjustment was ever made, 
and not one dollar has ever been paid under that 
bill. It provided that the direct tax which had 


been levied on the State by the act of 1861 should 
be set off against the moneys appropriated for the 
payment of our troops. 


43 


|, order Brigadier General Edwaris to call into 
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The circumstances m ‘y be re adily tated, In 


1861, at the time of the beginning o 
tion in the State, we had no Federa 
and large numbers of militia were called out, first 
by General Lyon, and afterward by General Fre 

mont. There was anact passed that provided for 
the payment of these troops, and that has been 
settle d; but the State convention passe da military 
bill in the fall of 1861; and in the spring of 1862 
another invasion of the State was made under Cof- 
fee, Hughes, and various other parties, who had 
under their command a large force in northern Ar- 
kansas. They came into the State in large force, 
and we found ourselves entirely without the neces- 
sary military furce to eject them. A provision 
had been made by which the military commander 
of the department of Missouri was to be the ma- 
jor general of the State militia. 


f the insurrec- 
| troops there. 


‘The de: ivh « t 
this, the Senate will see, was to have entire and 
perfe ct cooperauion between the State forces and 
the United States forces. ‘Thedesign was that the 
State miliua should in no way be used in oppesi- 
tion to the commands of the United States offi- 
The United States officers called them out. 
The Senators will see, fer instance, on page ]4of 
the report, what General Schofield says in regard 
to portions of this force: 


cers, 


“The ‘ten provisional regiments’ which the Governor 
oreanized for cOontTINUOUS Service and piace dunder my omn 
mand, enabled me to relieve hited States 
troops, and send them to General Grant. On several or 
casions I have called Out trom oue to tour additional regi 
ments for temporary service to meet the eme 
they have arisen Vith a few exeeptions, they have re 
sponded with promptness and alacrity, aud have done good 
service. 

* As an example illustrating the value of this organiza 
tion, on the 18th instant | called out the seventh regiment 
of St. Louis to relieve troops in the city, which I wished 
to send alter Shelby Within six hours atter the ordet 
was made the whole city was under the guard of this regi 
ment aud a few colored reeruit 
on their way to Jetfer ment Was just 
as Valuable to me, during the short time that its services 
were required, as a regiment of reguiar troops would bave 
been.”’ 


an equal force of t 


Fences a 


s, and the old tro ps Wel 
m City. The reg 


Senators will see on pages 9 and 10 of this re- 
port the number of regiments that have been called 
into the field under the militia laws of the State, 
and the time that they have actually served. There 
have been at various times as many as seventy or 
eighty-odd regiments calle dout, because the militia 


organization in the State 1s perfect and comple te. 


They have been called into service only at times 


of actual Invasion or uprising in the State, when 
we could not do without them. 

They have always been called out under the 
orders of the major general whom the President 
has sent to take command of that department. 
For instance, Senators will see on page 15 that 
General Curtis, under date of Apri! 23, 1863, says: 





,I, 


HeaDQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Missouri 
Str. Lovis, Apri 23, L&69 


I desire to strengthen my the Southwestern 
Branch railroad. and also on the Iron Mountain road 


A formidable rebel foree has entered southeast Missouri, 


forces on 


| which must be immediately repelled, 


| rolled militia on each of th 


I desire you to call out three or jour regiments of en 
three roads for thirty days’ ser 
vice, and thatthree regiments may be added to the stren 
Of Litis city. 

I have the honor to be, Governor, your obedient servant, 

S. R. CURTIS, 
M yor General. 

His Excellency Governor I]. R. Gampte. 


} 
i 


And the Governor immediately gave the follow- 

ing order: 
Sr. Louis, pri! 23, 1853. 

The adjutant general wiil order General McCormick to 
call out three regiments for active service—say thirty 
second, sixty-fourth, and sixty-cighth. He will order 
Brigadier General Crawford to call out three regiments tor 
active service, to be embodied at suitable points. He wi 
service three 
All for thirty days 

H. R. GAMBLE 


regiments of his command. 

I have before me the figures showing the money 
that had been expended by the State up to July 
last; but General Rosecrans called a large force 
into the field during the last fall, and in regard to 
that subject I have no figures. The State of Mis- 
souri is now called upon to pay that force. 
have vo figures either from the quartermaster’s 
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department or the pay department in regard to 
the troops ealled out by General Rosecrai 

I will state, further, that General Dodge haa 
called out a large force there very recently, under 
an order dated January 30, 1865.) [not that 
in his order he has embodied this provisior 

“The troops when called out will be clothed and sub 
sisted by the General Government, and armed, equipped, 
and paid by the State, as provided by the military bill 

‘Though these men have been ealled out by the 
Federal authority, the State of Missouri has been 
required to pay the troops. Not only that, but 
in the early part of the war they compell: d us to 
supply quartermasters’ stores for these troops. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Was any settlement 
under the act of 1862 ? j 

Mr. HENDERSON. No further than to ad- 
just the accounts so far as our direct tax was con- 
cerned, ‘The Secretary of the Treasury was re- 
quired, under the act of 1862, to offset our direct 
tux against the expenditures we had made for 
the militia. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
out of this payment? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes. Oneof the provis- 
ionsof the bill is that it shall be deducted. ‘The 
pay department accounts show that the amount 
due to us up to July last was $4,006,919 49, and 
the quart rmaster’s up to January 1 of lust year 
was $984,314 61, making an actual payment by 
the State of Missour of $4,991,234 10. Our 
direct tax under the act of 186) was $761,127 33, 
leaving an amount due of $4,230,106 77; but, as I 
have stated, these figures do not include the ex 


:of the organization called out last tall by 


made 


Is that tax to be deducted 


pense 
General Rosecrans. 

Mr. FOHNSON. I wantto know whether the 
appropriation of $4,000,000 made by this bill is 
in full of all the demands. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I ask no more, and I 
have asked no more, because | cannot well do it 
I have not the figures from the pay department 
and the quartermaster’s department. ‘The quar- 
termaster’s department will be able to send but 
few figures because the United States have sub- 
sisted the troops that have been called out within 
the last year, and from the pay department I have 
no figures since the Ist of July, and have not st- 
tempted to include them. | donot want anything 
unless it be found by the commissioner to be ap- 
pointed by the United States under this bill that 
the accounts are just and proper, that the troops 
were called out as specified in the bill by United 
States officers, under the command of United 
Siates officers, and acted in conjunction with the 
Federal troops, and acted only when they were 
absolutely needed, and not a dollar is to be paid 
out at higher rates than were allowed for the same 
service by the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

BANKRUPT BILL. 

Mr. FOSTER. Before the special order is pro- 
ceeded with, I desire toask the Senator from Ohio 
to allow me to move those amendments to the 
upt bill to which I before referred, for the 
purpose of having them printed, It will not « 
cupy beyond eight minutes certainly, and it is 
desirabl ! 


iat th 


bank 


to have the amendments made in ord« 
t bill may be printed as amended. Ihave 
been waiting for a number of days for an opper 
tunity to present them, andif the occasion passes 
by now the matter must go over I know not how 
long. The pressure is so great from all quartera 
for business that unless I can get something of 
this sort done now, I do not know when the bill 
will be in a condition to be presented to the Senate 
for action. 

Vir. SHERMAN. Ihave no objection to nr 
order being made to print the amendments with th 
bill. 


Mr. FOSTER. If the Senate will consentthat 


the amendment hat I offer shall be printed with 
the bill as amended, it is all that I ask. 

I} Mr. SHERMAN. That order, no doubt, may 
be made without objection 


a ae 
a 


q x 
13 
i 
Bos 
+ 
it 
f 
if 
ip 
E 
i) 





> eRe 
o 


wee 
Ae ie ok see 


See 








-£ 


7 


en eye ere 


Fey Lem 


i lackey Aap 


BS 


En Sas 


Fade. 


ee 6 ee 





Fy 
| 


674 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order to 
print will be made if there be no objection, The 
Chair hears none. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 


A mesance from 


the Houseof Re presentatives, 


by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that | 


the House had concurred in the report of the com- 


mittee of conference on the disagreeimeg votes of 


the two Houses on the 
establish a Bureau of 


bill (H.R. No. 51) to 
I’reedmen’s Affairs. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 


had signed the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 684) to 


provide for Acting Assistant Treasurers and de- | 


positaries of the United States in certain cases; 
which thereupon ceived the sirnature of the 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
order is the bill (H. R. No. 649) making appro- 
priations for the legislative, executive, and judi- 
civl expenses of the Government for the year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 866; which is now before 
the Senate ns in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As this bill is some forty 
pages long, it is scarcely worth while to read it 
in full at first, unless some Senator desires thatit 
shail be read, as it must be read in detail in order 
to consider the variousamendments. It willtake 
probabiy an hour to read the bill through, and 
nobody will listen to that reading. I suggest, 
therefore, that the bill be read in detail, and that 
as cach amendment is reached it be acted on in 
its order. 

Mr. SUMNER. If I understand the Senator, 
he means that the bill shall be read on, and as we 
come to any amendment of the Committee on 
Finance we shall act upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Yes, sir. 

Mr.SUMNER. | think that is the best way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be taken if there be no objection, 

Mr. HALE. Iwantto know for what reason 
thie bill has preference of a special order which 
was made on my motion, at the suggestion of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, (Mr. Doo.irrie,] about 
aweekago. | attempted to address the Senate on 
a matter of interest some two or three mornings 
successively by installments of a few minutes each 
time, and at the suggestion of the Senator from 
Wisconsin the resoluuon on which | was speak- 
ing was postponed and made the special order for 
this dny a week ago, | think. It has been con- 
stuntly overridden ever since by unfinished busi- 
ness orsomethingofthatsort. Hlow the Senator 
from Ohio now gets in his billahead of me I do not 
understand. | wish to be corrected from the 
record if that resolution is net the special order 
which should now come up regularly. 

Mr. SHERMAN, ‘That was an old special 
order which is superseded by this. 


That course 


The special 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion 
may be entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. If move that the resolution be 
made the special order for next Tuesday, at one 
o’clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest that a bill has al- 
ready been made the special order for Monday 
which may be debated and run over into ‘lues- 
day. It is the bill regulating commerce among 
the States, and the Senator from Michigan, who 
has it in charge, has declared it to be his purpose 
to keep it before the Senate until it is voted upon. 

Mr. HALE. But I suppose that I can get the 
Senate to make the resolution the special order 
ugain, or € lse say that I shall not have the floor 
atall. Ido not much care which. 

Mr. CONNESS. What measure is proposed 
to be made a special order? 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chairun- | 
derstands it to be a resolution offered by the Sen- 


ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis.] Is there any 
objection to the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire? 

Mr. CONNESS. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, the motion cannot be entertained. The 


Secretary will read the bill before the Senate. 


The Secretary proceeded to read the bill, and 
as he reached a portion that the Committee on 
Finance proposed to amend, the question was put 
on the amendment. 


The first amendment was in line fifty-three, to || 
strike out ** ten’? and insert ** twenty,’ so as to || 


|| appropriate $20,000 tor reporting the proceedings 
| of the Senate in the Daily Globe for the first 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
will inform the Senator from New Hampshire | 


that itappears by the record that the resolution 
to which he refers was made the special order for 
Thursday of last week, but was then passed by, 
and thereby lost its place. 


Senate. 

Mr. HALE, It was only passed by because 
the Chair decided that the unfinished business 
had precedence of it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That dis- 
placed it. 

Mr. HALE. Then does not the special order 
take its place when the unfinished business is out 
of the way? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chairis 
of opinion that it does not. ‘The unfinished busi- 
ness displaces it as a special order until it shall 
be reassigned. If the unfinished business had been 
disposed of the same day, it would have been the 
next special order. 

Mr. HALE. But the unfinished business oc- 
cupied several days. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
special order lost its place. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from New 
Hampshire simply desires to make his resolution 


the special order for some future time, I have no 
objection. 


Mr. HALE. That is all. 


Then the 


This bill was made 1 debate in the other House and we also examined 


the special order for to-day by assignment of the || 


| sably necessary to protect the sculpture and val- | 


session of the Thirty-Ninth Congress. 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert after line 


fifty-four, among the items for ‘* contingent ex- || 


penses of the Senate:’’ 

For paying the publishers of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix, according to the number of copies taken, 
one ceutfor every tive pages exceeding three thousand, in- 
cluding the indexes and the laws of the United States, 
$12,900. 

‘For one complete set of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix for each Senator in the Thirty-Ninth Congress 
who has not already received them, $6,500. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to increase the ap- 
propriation for Capitol police, on the part of the 
Senate, from $10,234 to $19,170. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out lines 
seventy-three, seventy-four, and seventy-five, as 
follows: 

For removing the unsightly high fence, or railing, which 


has been erected in the old Hall of Representatives, $100, 
or as much thereof as may be necessary. 


Mr. SUMNER. Why should we strike that 
out? 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


the House of Representatives by.order of Con- || 


gress, made at the last session, and that it is not 
unsightly but is very serviceable, and indispen- 


uable property placed behind the railing. In order 
to see the cause for this clause, we examined the 


the Commissioner of Public Buildings and the 
architect who prepared the plan, and after a full 
examination we were satisfied that the clause was 
inserted in the billundera misapprehension. At 
any rate,even if it was the desire of Congress to 
remove the railing, it should be done by a simple 
order or joint resolution, and not by sucha clause 


| as thisin an appropriation bill, characterizing the 


work as unsightly and improper, and authoriz- 
ing somebody, it does not say whom, to remove 
it, and appropriating $100 forthat purpose. The 


| truth is that the clause was hastily inserted in 


the appropriation billin the House of Represent- 

atives, and did not come from any committee. 

It was done on the motion of a single member, 
robably without very much consideration. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would simply remark that 
as this fence is inthe part of the Capitol that, if I 
may so say, rather belongs to the House of Rep- 
resentatives than to the Senate, I should be dis- 
posed to leave to the House the jurisdiction of 
the matter. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then it only shows the 
haste with which it was put in, because the item 
is inserted among the items of appropriation for 





The committee found that | 
the fence or railing was erected in the old Hall of 
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the contingent expenses of the Senate. Ik js 
| really a fence or railing put up by virtue of an 
act of Congress passed at the last session for the 
protection of the sculpture and other works of art 
in the old Hall of the House of Representatives 
This is a strong, firm railing, erected after reflec. 
tion and consideration, intended to protect the 
property. The complaint made in the debate jn 
the House was that it was not a small railing 
which would not impede the sight. ’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line one hundred 
and five, to increase the appropriation, on the part 
of the House of Representatives, for the pay of 
the Capitol police, from $13,920 to $19,170; and 
to increase the aggregate appropriation for annual 
‘salaries paid by the House from $104,178 to 

$109,428. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert, after line 
one hundred and sixty-one, the following: 
For completing the tiling of the floor of the old Hall of 


Representatives, under the same authority that the work 
has already been done, $3,875. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line two hundred 
and twenty-three, after the word ‘laws,’ to 
strike out the words “in pamphlet form;”’’ in line 
| two hundred and twenty-tive, to strike out ‘* sey- 
| enteen’’ and insert ** thirteen,’’ and after the word 

‘* thousand,” to strike out the words ‘fone hun- 
dred and twenty-five;’’ so that the clause will 
read: 

For publishing the laws and in newspapers of the States 
and ‘Territories and in the city of Washington, $13,000, 

‘yr’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment which 
has just been adopted leaves the sentence imper- 
fect and ungrammatical. It now reads: 
| For publishing the laws and in newspapers of the States 
|| and ‘Territories, &c. 
| The word ‘and’ after the word 
| should be stricken out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The word * and” should 
have been included in the brackets, and ought to 
| be stricken out. 
(| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
|| in the chair.) That amendment will be made if 
| there be no objection. 
|| Mr.SHERMAN. _Itis due to the Senate that 
|| [should explain that Messrs. Littl & Brown,who 
have heretofore published the laws of Congress, 
|| have informed us by letter and also in person that 
'| they cannot publish the laws at the old prices, 
|| They ask, I think, halfas much again. Aftera 
full examination and conference with the Com- 
| mittee on Printing, it was deemed advisable to 
print them atthe Public Printing Office. Accord- 
ing to the estimates furnished to us, they could 
be printed at the Public Printing Office just as 
|| well and in the same form precisely that they are 
now printed by Little & Brewn. Extra copies 
of the laws are now printed atthe Public Printing 
Office; and, on the whole, we concluded it was 
better to discontinue the arrangement with Little 
& Brown, so far as they were concerned, rather 
than increase their compensation. 

As this isa matter that will probably excite 
some objection in certain quarters, I deemed it 
proper to call the attention of the Senate to it, so 
that they may know they have acted upon tha. 
question, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 
what has become of the contract heretofore made 
for this publication. Has it expired by limita- 
tion of time? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The contract is only in the 
nature of an appropriation from year to year for 
this pamphlet copy. The original contract was 
for so many pamphlet copies of the laws ina 
certain style. That has been renewed from yeer 
|| to year by an appropriation. I can state to the 
| Senate that there can be no controversy about 
the contract, because Litth & Brown do not 
logk upon it asacontract binding upon them, 
and they will decline to print for the United States 
the number of copies heretofore printed at the 
| price heretofore paid. There can be no contro- 
|| versy, therefore, as to the existence of this con- 
|| tract, because both parties regard itas abandoned, 
l 
| 


“laws” 


and the effect of withholding the appropriation will 
be to abandon the contract with Little & Brown. 
‘| They say they cannot furnish these pampliet 
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copies at the price they were heretofore paid, and 
we must either give them an increased price or 
else we must print them somewhere else. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would like to inquire 
further What arrangements, if any, have been 
made for side notes and indexes to these laws. 
The Senator from Ohio is aware that in the edi- 
tion published by Littl & Brown they have side 
notes and indexes, and references frequently to 

Some arrangement oughtcertainly 
made, if it has not been already made, to 
cor these notes. ‘They were very useful in 
the examinauion of the statutes, which have now 
become so voluminous. 

Mr.SHERMAN. That matter has been looked 
into also. ‘The present marginal notes and tin- 
dexes were prepared by a clerk of the State De- 
partment for Littue & Brown, and Little & Brown 
paid that clerk, | believe, some compensation for 
that work. 

Mr. SUMNER. Four hundred dollars. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But the marginal notes and 
indexes for the edition published at the Govern- 
ment Printing Office are also prepared at the State | 
Department, and, in the opinion of the Committee | 
on Printing and in my opinion, they are better than | 
those prepared by Little & Brown; so thatevery | 
year we prepare marginal notes for the copy 


other statutes, 
to be 
tinue 


TH 


printed at the Government Printing Office, and a |) 


better index than is furnished by Little & Brown. 
Both indexes, however, are prepared ut the State 
Department. If the index prepared by Little & 
Brown is considered better than that prepared by 
Cougress, all we have got to do is to set the clerk 
in the State Department who prepared that index 
to prepare the index for a congressional edition. 

Mr. JOELNSON. I should like to know from 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance what 
addiuional price Little & Brown are willing to 


continue the work for. Having frequent occasion || 


to use the book, it appears to me that the work, 
from the time they have undertaken it up to the 
present ume, has been mostadmirably performed. 
The paper itselfis of the very best kind; the print 
is remarkably good; and the marginal notes, by 
whoever prepared, are all, I think, that is neces- 
sary to inform the reader of the contents of each 
secuon. Itis very desirable, if there is to be a 
change, that the torm of publication should be 
precisely the same with that which has been here- 
tofore printed. IT understood the honorable mem- | 
ber to say that the committee were of opinion | 
they could get the work done cheaper at the Pub- 
hie Printing Office than by increasing the price 
which Littde & Brown heretofore received. I | 
should like to know how much additional price | 
they do ask. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have now the letter of | 
Little & Brown before me. It seems that the old | 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
! 
| 
| 


price was thirty-seven anda half cents per copy, 
and Congress took eleven thousand copies. The 
average size then was about one hundred pages. 
They say the size has increased to four or five 
times the old size,and the price of paper, mate- 
rials, &c., has increased two and a half times. 
They do not state how much they would furnish 
them for. They say it is impossible to furnish 
them at the present prices, and probably they | 
would ask six or seven timesas much as we now | 
yay. 
Mr. JOHNSON. The expense of printing | 
them in the Public Printing Office would also be | 
increased. You will have to buy paper, and em- | 
ploy hands, and the price of paper and labor and 
everything else has increased in proportion. 
Mr.SHERMAN. But inthe Public Printing 
Office we already set up the type to print these 
identical laws; we already have them indexed and 
notes prepared for them by the Public Printer; 
and the only additional expense is the paper and 


- 


the additional impression. 

Mr. ANTHONY. There is no reason why an 
edition of the laws uniform with that published 
by Little & Brown may not be published at the 
Public Printing Office, in precisely the same style, 
and with considerable economy to the Govera- 
ment. 
is read here; and that would be better and more 
conveniently done if it were printed here than if 
it were printed in Boston. I was not disposed to 
interfere with this contract so long as it existed 
and was to be carried on by both parties at the 
old rates; but I have no doubt a considerable 


saving will be produced by the proposition of the 


Finances We print 
the laws for distribution as a congressional docu- 
ment; and that can be 


Committee. one edition of 
printed in the same style 
as the present edition, to be bound uniform with 
the Revised Statutes, and the ty pe-setting of one 
edition will be ]l believe that the edition 
printed by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives at the last session was found by 


saved, 


y ntiemen 
of the profession, in its index and marginal refer- 
ences, to be at least equal to the Boston one, and 
I think it was superior. 

Mr. JOLINSON. I do not know what edition 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing refers 
to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
hand. 

Mr. JOHNSON. This has no marginal notes, 
and is inferior in every respect to the edition of 
Little & Brown. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
has it not? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ido not see any. Ithas an 
index. ‘The index is very good, but the paper is 
very inferior, 

Mr. ANTHONY. [holdin my hand the Acts 


and Resolutions ot the second session ofthe Thirty- 


The Senator has it in his 


It has marginal references, 


}, Seventh Congress, and that has marginal refer- 


ences, 

Mr. JOHNSON. The book I have here is the 
laws for the last session, and this has none. Is 
it the purpose, if the work is to be printed at th 
Public Printing Office, to print it in the same form 
as Litde & Brown have heretofore done? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly. There are no 
marginal notes tothe last edidion of the laws, but 
there will be no difficulty in preparing them, The 
man who prepares them for Litde & Brown is a 
clerk in the State Department, and he can prepare 
them for the Public Printer. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


This is perhaps a more im- 


| portant matter than some which on their face 


may seem to be more Important, It certainly is 
not unimportant how the statutes of the country 


shall be printed. They ouglitto be printed, in the 


| first plice, uniformly with the previous statutes; 


and | wish to call the attention of my friend, the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, to that 
point, that in any arrangements that may be made 
for the printing of the statutes hereafter, reference 
should be had to the existing statutes, so that the 
series shall goon with a certain uniformity. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. SUMNER. Without that uniformity the 


statutes will have a bad appearance, and they may 


| be inconvenient in use. Inthe next place, we must 


| by some clerk. 


The work is edited here now; the proof | 


| consultaccuracy. 


‘here must be very considera- 
ble care in the superintendence of the publication. 
Then they must also be edited. That, as I un- 
derstand, was secured through the contract with 
Little & Brown. ‘They always, from the begin- 
ning, kept a competent person, latterly a gen- 
tleman who had been on the bench and who had 
retired, to superintend the publication, and who 
performed what may be called the editorial labor. 
fe made those side notes, and also the index, I 
do not understand that the index was made, as the 
Senator from Olio, in ratheran off-hand way said, 
lt was made by an eminent mem- 
ber of the bar. It isa service that cannot be per- 
formed by an ordinary person. It must be per- 
formed by a man has a certain familiarity 
with the statutes of the country, and with the lan- 
guage of legislation, Only such a person can make 
a proper index. 

Ido not know that this subject properly comes 
up for consideration now, but I make these re- 


Vino 


| marks in order to bring the attention of the Sen- 


ate to the question. Ido not wish that we should 
take a leap in the dark; that we should pass from 
the very good system which we now have of pub- 
lication by competent publishers, like Lith & 
Brown, tosomething that is vague and unknown. 
‘The publications of the Government, asa general 


_rule,do not compare with those by private pub- 


lishers. You have only, for instance, to goto the 
publications of the statutes before the contract 
with Littkhe & Brown in order to see what we 
gained by handing over the publication of our 
laws to a private firm, rather than undertaking to 
print them ourselves. Look at any of the old 
volumes, and you will find how crude they are; 


you can hardly use them. But the volumes that 


) 
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we now have published by Littl & Brown are 
very convenient. ‘They are illustrated by these 


side notes to which reference has been made, and 
uy £ od indexes. Lhope that ta any change that 
may be made these conditions will be pre served. 


L do not know what means have been 


taken 1 


order lo secure hould like to ask the 


them; and Ls] 
chairman of the Committee on Printing whether 
any means have been taken in order to secure the 
of the condition under which the 
statutes have been heretofore edited and printed. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I underst he edit- 
ing and printing of the statutes is done under the 
direction of the State Department. l thought it 
was done by some employé of the State Depart- 
ments but Lam notsure of that. It is to be done 
to the satisfaction of the State Department, and 


continuance 


mid that t 


it must be so done under the system that is now 
proposed, Ido not see any reason why it can- 
not be done at the Public Printing Office as weil 
asin Boston. The comparison which the Senator 
from Massachusetts suygests between the statutes 
as printed by Little & Brown and the statutes as 
printed before they took the contract would be a 


li very unfair one indeed; because the statutes, be- 


fore the Vy took the contract, were printed by pri- 
vate contractors, Whose only object Was to make 
all the money they could outof the Government, 
and they were printed on the poorest paper and 
inthe mostslovenly manner. But since the public 
printing has been done by the Government itself, 
it has not only effected a great saving, but the 
printing has been done ina handsome manner, 
For instance, look at the Rules of the Senate 
which each Senator has on his table. [tis a book 
fit to be placed in any gentleman’s library, and 
does not cost than two thirds as 
it used to cost under the old system. 


more much as 
Little & 
Brown have performed their contract, | think, to 
the entire sausfaction of the Department and of 
the country, and no fault whatever is to be found 
with them. But when the Government Printing 
Office was first erected and organized, the inten- 
tion was that all the Government printing should 
be executed there. ‘The printing of the Supreme 
Court requires the greatest care and accuracy of 
any prinung that 1s done by the Government; 
and it Was at one time proposed that that print- 
ing should be done, as it was done before, by cer- 
tain private contractors, but the Senate decided 
that it should be printed at the Public Printing 
Office; and | believe it has been done there to the 
entire satisfaction of everybody. ‘The Senator 
from Maryland can answer as to that better than 
I can. 

Mr. JOHNSON. § Itis very well done. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I see no reason why these 
laws cannot be published as well by the Govern- 
ment Printer as by the Boston publishing house. 
3Jut at the same time | desire to bear my teati- 
mony, with the professional gentlemen of the Sen- 
ate, to the accuracy and general elegance with 
which they have printed the laws, 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to ask my friend 
if there should not then be some legislation or res- 
olution of Congress on the subject directing the 
State Department how these volumes shall be 
rrinted, 

Mr. ANTHONY. I 


regulation now. 


think there is no such 
1 understand it is merely in the 
nature of an apprapriation. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator does not meet 
my point. Whatassurance have we that the stat- 
utes will continue to be published in the same 
shane that we have them in now—uniform ? 

Mr. AN THONY. ‘That would be so obvi- 
ously proper that | suppose the Secretary of State 
would give such directions, or the Superintendent 
of Public Printing would see the propriety of 1¢ 
without any directions. 

Mr. SUMNER. | ask, would it not be advis- 
able to have some definite action on that pomt 
by calling the attention of the Senator’s commit- 
tee to it? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it very likely. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy 
in the chair.) ‘This having been 
agreed to, the reading of the bill will be proceeded 
with, : 

The next amendment was in line two hundred 
and sixty to strike out the word ‘*which”’ and 
insert the word ** who.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was in Jine two hundred 
and seventy-three tos trike out the word ** which”’ 
and insert the word ** who.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line two hundred 
and eighty to strike out the word * which’? and 
jngert the word ** who.’? 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in lines three hun- 
dred and twenty-five, three hundred and twenty- 
six,and three hundred and twenty-seven to strike 
out the words ‘* and for additional compensation 
to clerks insame Department: Provided, Thatthe 
temporary clerks herein provided for may,’’ and 
to insert the word ‘*to;’? in line three hundred 
and twenty-eight, after the word “ services,”’ to 
insert * $25,000;”’ and also to strike out the fol- 
lowing proviso: 

Ind provided further, That the Secretary of the Treas 
ury nay award such additional compensation to clerks as 
in iis judgment may be deemed just and may be required 
by the public service, $250,000; but the said Secretary 
shall not have the authority to award any such additional 
compensation to such clerks after the Ist day of July, 1566. 

So that the clause will read: 

For compensation of temporary clerks in the Treasury 
Departinent, to be classified according to the character of 
their services, $25,000, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on Finance 
have reconsidered their proposed amendment on 
this item and desire to withdraw it, Itis necessary 
for me to make an explanation in regard to it. 

‘This provision of Jaw is somewhat new. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to em- 
ploy temporary clerks, and to give additional com- 
pensation to the clerks now in the office and to 
all the officers of that Department, and places at 
his disposal a fund of $250,000 for that purpose. 
‘The Committee on Finance were not disposed to 
intrust the Secretary of the Treasury or any other 
oficer of the Government with this power, not 
from any want of confidence in the Secretary of 
the Treasury, but simply because the principle 
was a bad one. ‘The compensation of these offi- 
cers ought to be fixed by law and ought not to be 
changed. But we are met with this difficulty: 
some of the officers in the nature of experts in the 
‘Treasury Department cannot be retained in their 
present positions unless there is some mode of 
increasing their compensation. These officers 
are now very much needed by the banks that 
have organized throuvhout the United States and 
in otheremployments of a peculiar character, and 
it is impossible for the Secretary to retain these 
person in hisemployment unless he can give them 
additional compensation, ‘The Committee on 
Finance thought it better not to embark in the 
general system of an increase of salaries; and on 
the whole we deemed it better to adopt the provis- 
jon made by the House of Representatives, and 
place at hisdisposal a fund out of which he might 
Increase certain salaries as the exigencies of the 
public service required. This provision confines 
the increase to one year, to the next fiscal year. 
In the last appropriation bill, we appropriated, I 
believe, $200,000 for the payment of temporary 
clerks in the ‘Treasury Department. Many of 
those clerks are now made permanent by this 
bill. This appropriation will enable the Secre- 
tary to employ temporary clerks, and also in cer- 
tain cases to increase their salaries. We have to 
leave the distribution of this money to his dis- 
cretion. I hope, therefore, the amendment of the 
Committee on Finance will not be concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the armendment reported from the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The amendment was rejected 

rejected, 


The next amendment was to insert after line 
five hundred and fifteen the following: 


For defraying the expenses of the Supreme Court and 
district courts of the United States, including the District 
ef Columbia, and also for jurors aud witnesses, in aid of 
funds arising trom fines, penalties, and forfeitures, in the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1855, and previous years, and 
likewise for defraying the expenses of suits in which the 
United States are concerned, and of prosecutions for of- 
ieuses committed againt the United States, and for the 
saie-keepiug of prisoners, $500,000, 


Mr. SHERMAN, 


have neglected to make the ordinary appropria- 
tion for the judiciary fund, unless they designed 
to put it on some other bill, and the Committee 


|| and’? before the word ** coins;”’ so that the clause || 


> as 


I will state that probably || day of July, 1865, said increase to be borne by the cities of 


by an oversight the House of Representatives | 
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on Finance have inserted it here in its proper | hereby authorized and empowered to levy a special wy 


| 
lace, i 


‘The amendment was agreed to. 
The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
down to the following clause: 


For compensation of the clerks in the office of Military 
Justice, 87,200. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee, what is ** the office of Mil- 


| itary Justice ?”’ 








) 
i 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
that office. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is that the title of it? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Yes;itis called the Bureau || 
of Military Justice, and was organized at the Jast | 
session of Congress. 

‘The next amendment was in the appropriations 
for the Mint at Philadelphia, in line seven hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, to insert the words ‘ ores 


Judge Holt is the head of 


will read: 
lor specimens of ores and coins to be preserved in the || 
cabinet of the Mint, 3300. 
ry 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
to the eight hundred and ninety-seventh line. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I did not notice that the Sec- 
retary had progressed so far. [Lam instructed by 
the Committee on the Judiciary to propose an | 
amendment at the end of the eight hundred and | 
eighty-fourth line. || 
| 
| 


Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the Senator will | 
allow the usual course to be taken; let the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Finance be disposed | 
of first. \| 

Mr. JOHNSON. Idid notknow you had any | 
others. 


Mr. SHERMAN. We have several yet. | 
| 
| 





Mr. JOHLNSON. Very well. 

The next amendment was after line eight hun- 
dred and ninety-seven to strike out the following | 
clause; 


For salaries of additional clerks in the office of the Assist 
ant Treasurer at Boston, which are hereby authorized, 
$11,500. 


| 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was in line nine hundred | 
and two, after the word ** treasurer’ to strike out 
the words ‘‘ of the Mint,’’ so that the clause will 
read: 
For salaries of clerks, messengers, and watchmen, in 
office of the Assistant Treasurer at Philadelphia, $18,300. | 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The nextamendment was in line nine hundred | 
and forty-nine, to strike out the proviso to the 
following appropriation: 
For necessary expenses in carrying into effect the sev- 


eral acts of Congress authorizing loans and the issue of || 


Treasury notes, $2,000,000, 


The proviso is as follows: 1] 


Provided, That no further expenditures shall be made 
for the experimental system of hydrostatic printing by the | 
Treasury Department until such experiments shall have | 
been definitely authorized by law, and adistinct appropri- 
ation made therefor, 


Mr.SHERMAN. I trust the Senate willallow | 


| this amendment to be passed over informally for | 


the present, as [ have another proviso to offer as | 
a substitute, and let the whole matter be acted | 
upon together, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be passed over if there be no objection. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
line one thousand and eleven, after the word 
‘*clerks,’’ to strike out the words “ be and the 
same;’’ at the end of line one thousand and six- 
‘teen, to strike out the word ‘ the;’’ in line one 
thousand and seventeen, after the word ‘* propor- 
tion,’’ to strike out the word ‘ equal;”’ in line one 
thousand and nineteen, after the word ‘* Wash- 


ington,’’ to strike gut the words ** and George- | 
town;”’ and in line one thousand and twenty, after || 


the word ‘‘county,”’ to strike out the words * be | 
and they;’’ so that the clause will read: 


For salaries and other necessary expenses of the Metro- | 
pelitan Police forthe District of Coluinbia, $110,000. And 
the compensation of said Metropolitan Police force, offi- | 
cers, and clerks, is hereby increased fifty per cent. upon | 
the amount hereby appropriated, commencing on the Ist 


Washington and Georgetown and the county of Wash- 
ington, in the District of Columbia, in proportion to the 


. ! 
number of patrolmen allotted severally to the city of «| 


Washington, to the city of Georgetown, and the county 


| 
| order. 
! 


| jured by being occupied by United States troo))s 
| 


not exceeding one quarter of one per cent. for thy PUrpose 


aforesaid. 


Mr. JOHNSON. [ am not sure, and I sup. 
pose we ought to ascertain, whether this county 
is not named the ** county of Washington ang 
Georgetown.”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. 
Washington.” 

ose to amend it. 

Mr.JOHNSON. Very well. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend. 
ments reported by the Committee on Finance have 
now been gone through with. 

Mr. SHERMAN. L[have several other amend. 
ments to offer from the Committee on Finance, 
On page 8, line one hundred and eighty-three, | 
move to strike out ** fifty’’ and insert ** ninety ;” 
so that the clause will read: 

For lithographing and engraving for the Senate and House 
of Representatives, $90,000, 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 move to insert at the end 
of the eight hundred and eighty-fourth line, on the 
37th page, this provision, which the Committee 
on the Judiciary have determined ought to be 
inserted: 

For the repair of the building at St. Augustine, Florida, 
heretofore used for holding the courts of the United States 
for the northern district of Florida, $3,000, or so much there 
of as may be necessary for that purpose. 

[ send to the Chair the papers which were be- 
fore the committee. ‘They show that the build- 
ing now is in no condition at all to be ocenpied 
by the court. The committee were unanimous in 
thinking the appropriation ought to be made. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is St. Augustine in our 
undisputed possession now? 1 am very much 
afraid that if we spend this money the guerrillas 
may interfere with the building after we put itin 


Oh, no; it is the ** county of 
It is riglt as the committee pro- 


Mr. TEN EYCK. 


It seems that the court- 


| house for the repairs of which this amendment is 


proposed has been very much dilapidated and in- 


It has been occupied by the troops of the United 
States, and in consequence of their occupancy 
these repairs have become necessary. ‘This r- 
mark applies to the building itself, but does vot 


| apply to a wall which it is proposed to repair. 


But | have received no information that the build- 
ing is not now occupied by United States troops, 
| or thatif it shall be repaired by the Government 
| it will not be again occupied by United States 
troops and injured in the same way by their occu- 
| pancy. So far as I amconcerned,[ think an ap- 
propriation at the present time for this purpose is 
premature. 1am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The amendment is the rec- 
| ommendation of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The papers which I have sent to the Chair were 
communicated to the committee by the Interior 
Department, and they show that the house is now 
needed for the use of the court, and that it cannot 
be used unless repairs are made to it, and the re- 
pairs can be made within the limit of the appro- 
priation. We have a court there now; we have 
recently appointed a district attorney, and if the 
court is to be used at all, it ought to have a build- 
ing to meet in. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have a few more amend- 
ments to offer from the Committee on Finance. 
On page 18, line four hundred and thirty-three, | 
move to strike out ** three thousand”’ and ifsert 
‘twelve thousand five hundred,’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For repairs of the Patent Office building, $12,500. 

We have the statement of the Secretary of the 
Interior showing that the appropriation contained 
in the bill is totally inadequate, and on the show- 
ing made we could not refuse to increase the «))- 
propriation. I can have the letter read if any 
Senator desires. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


| 
Mr. SHERMAN. [In line nine hundred and 
| 
| 





twenty-four, on page 38, afier the word ‘6 of,” 
where it first occurs, I move to insert the words 
** officers and;’’ in line nine hundred and twenly- 
six, after the word ‘* Treasury,’”’ to insert ‘ aud 
the tenth section of act of March 3, 1853, making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 


|| of Washington, and the levy court of said county are | penses of the Government for the year ending 
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18542? > and in line nine hundred 
and twenty-six, after the word * such,”’ to insert 
« further,’’ and in line nine hundred and twenty- 
seven to strike out * $38,060”? and insert ** $50,- 


the 30:h of June, 





000:”? so as to make the clause read: 

Por salaries of additional clerks, and additional compen- 
cation of officers and clerks under act of August 6, 1846, 
fort better organization of the Treasury, aud the tenth 
s ion of act of March 3, 1853, making appropriations for 
the eivil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the vear ending the 30th of June, 1854, at such further rates 
as Uie Secretary may deem just aud reasonable, $00,000. 


[| ought probably to explain this amendment. 
Under the sub-Treasury act, as it is called, the 
Secretary of the Treasury ig authorized to em- 
ploy additionalclerks and to give additional com- 
pe nsation in certain cases lo “ele rks already em- 
ployed for extra work, sometimes done at night, 
sometimes done under circumstances which de- 
mand additional compe nsation. Theordinary ap- 
propriation is about what is stated here, $33,060; 
but the Secrets iry also finds it necessary to give 
additional compensation to certain persons em- 
ploye d in that bureau who are called officers and 

clerks—the assayers and some other officers that 

would not be reached by the word * clerks.’’ An 
appropriation was calle “d for for additional clerks 

at Boston. It will be remembered that that clause 
has been stricken out, and the amount of this ap- 
propriation is inc reased so asto enable the Secre- 

tary to award compe nsation and to employ, if 
necessary, additional clerks at Boston out of this 
fund. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that the 
same thing is accomplished by this? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. It is found neces- 
sary also to give additional compensation to offi- 
cers and clerks in the assay office, an 1d therefore 
J have moved to insert the descriptive words of 
the act organizing the assay office in New York 
su as to cover the whole in this appropriation. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to be informed on 
this subject. Wail this appropriation place the 
amountof the increase of the salaries of the clerks 


THE CONGRES 


a ea 


SION A I, 


the Tre: isury “De partment, and the 


subject gave 
rise to a great deal of feeling This proviso was 
inserted in this bill by t . House o Representa- 
tives on the motion of a member, and came to us, 
and we were therefore compelled to examine into 
the subject of the hydrostatic printing. A sub- 
committee of the Committee on Finance was ap- 
pointed to examine the matier. | was nota mem- 
ber of the sub-committee, but they gave the sub- 


ject a very careful and patient Investigation, It 


was alsoexamined by the Committee on linance. 
I can only state generally, without going into the 
voluminous papers that relate to it, that we were 
all satisfied that the experiments in hydrostatic 
printing were, to say the least, beneficial in some 
respects; and we were satisfied, | believe without 
exception, that the plan of printing in the Treas- 
ury Departme nt was wise and economical, and 
that the preparation of the paper and the printing 
of all the notes and securities of the Government 
should be carried on in the Department. Whether 


the hydrostatic mode of printing is the bestinthe 


at the discretion of the head of the Department? || 


Mr.SHERMAN. Thatis so by the law now. 

The sub-Treasury law which was passed many 
years ago authorizes the Secretary of the 'Treas- 
ury to make additional compensation in certain 
cases, al id every year since that time an appro- 
priation has been made for the purpose, some- 
times more and sometimes less. This does not 
change the present law, except that it extends 
the authority to the ‘* officers’? as well as the 
** clerks.”’ 

Mr. HARLAN. Is it intended to include an- 
other class of persons besides those embraced in 
the old law? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does. It includes offi- 

rsas wellasclerks. Thatis the material change. 
Under this, the Secretary of the Treasury may 
pay some of the money to the officers of the sub- 
Treasury as well as to the clerks. The officers 
are, the assayers, and the Assistant Treasurers, 
and others. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now move in lieu of the 
following proviso on page 39— 

Provided, That uo further expenditures shall be made 
for the experimental system of hydrostatic printing by the 
‘Treasury Department until such experiments shall have 


been definitely authorized by law, and a distinct appropria- 
tion made therefor— 


To insert these words: 


Provided, 


That the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury be 


, and they are bereby, authorized and directed 
to examine and adjust the accounts of Stewart Gwynne 
for printing presses, machinery, material, and labor fur 
nished and supplied to the Treasury Department, and for 
expenditures under the authority ot the Secretary, and to 
award to him such sumas may be equitably his due, to 
be paid from the appropriation for the expensesof national 
louns: Provided further, That for items furnished or sup- 


plied under contract, no greater suin than the contract price || 


shall be allowed: And provided further, That before any 
payment shall be made, the said Stewart Gwynne shall, in 
such formas may be preseribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, fully convey and secure to the United States the 
right to use said presses and any additional number there- 
of, With their machinery and future improvements, in the 
Treasury building or any other buildings directed by the 
Secretary, for any and all printing the Government may 
desire for its own use and purposes. 

The subject of the Treasury Department printe 
ing has been controverted a great deal, and very 
much has been said aboutit. I believe anexam- 
ination took place in the House of Representa- 
tives by a committee of that House in regard to 
the mode of printing the United States notes in 


’ 
worid, we 


were not experts and could not say; 
but 


from the best testimony we had before us 
from persons on both sides, we were satisfied 
that in some re Spects it Was a success, an d onthe 
whole we thought it very unwise by a provision 
of law to refuse to the Secrets ary of the ‘Treasury 
the right to print by this mode of printing, if 
there was any doubt aboutit. So far as 1 am 
concerned, | would not deny the ary the 
power to print in this partic ular mode unless it 
was perfectly clear the experiments had 
that the mode was nota proper one. We con- 
cluded therefore to strike out the proviso 

The amendment I now submit authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Gwynne the disputed claim about whi 
has been said. In regard to that lL can only say 
that the Secretary has the power under the law 
as it now stands to settle thisclaim. Hecan pay 
for the presses and materials used printing. 
The power conferred on him by the law is ample 
for that purpose; but at the 


Secret 


from 


to settle with Stewart 


l 
chso much 


same time, as he 


| says himself, he felt a delicacy about paying this 


claim when, as he knew 
puted, and was alleged by 
He thought that C should 
sponsibility of directing the mode in which the 
claim should be settled. ‘lo meet this point the 
provision was drawn up, requiring the account to 


very well, it 
some to be 


vas dis 
improper. 


} ' 
take the re- 


ongress 


| be made outin the amen! formas a voucher against 


the United States, and to be submitted to the ac- 
counting Officers to be settled by them. ‘That is 
the effect of the amendment. [ do not think it 
gives any a ditional power to the See retary of the 
Treasury ; ; it simply requires that this claim shail 
be presented in the usual form, shall pass through 


| the various accounting offices, an@ be settled ac- 


cording to the principles here laid down. If the 
Senate desire to go into the whole of this contro- 
versy, | have the papers here before me, and they 
can enlighten the Senate on the subject. I give 
this brief statement simply to present an outline 
of this « rontre ve rted 3 matter to the Senate. 
Mr.GRIMES. I am extremely anxious to 
have a decision upon a point of order on this ques- 
tion. Itis seldom that a point of order is raised 
against the Committee on Finance, but I will raise 
a point now and submit it to the decision of the 
Chair. The point is that this is a private claim in 
behalf of Mr. Stewart Gwynne, and that under 
the rules of the Senate it cannot be put on an ap- 
propriation bill, even on the motion of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. If I am overruled in this 
point the flood-gates are opened, and the Senator 
trom Ohio and the Senators who are associated 
with him upon the Finance Committee must ex- 


| pect hereafter to take the conse quences of the 


decision which they ask the Senate to make in 
this case. | submit the point of order that this is 
a private claim. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am very desirous thatthe 
rulesof the Senate shall be enforced strictly against 
the Committee on Finance, because 
to enforce them on all others. 
doubt about the pointof order, | would rather the 
claim should be excluded. But the reason why 
it does not come within the rule is this: the pro- 
vision is already contained in the bill that affects 
this claim, that destroys this property; the pro- 
vision as it comes to us from the House of Rep- 
resentatives denies the Secretary of the Treasury 
the right to use these machines lor printing on the 


I shall seek 
If there is any 
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principle. It is here. We cannot 
re fuse him the rnght to use them without affecting 








hydrostatic 


the claim of Mr. Gwynne, or whoever owns the 
presses. ‘The amendment | offer now ts simply 
a substitute for the proviso The proviso self 


the claim, and the amendment 
it. L admit that l do not think the 
would be proper if the House 
inserted in the bill a provision which affects this 
claim. If the pointof order is decided against the 
amendment, | shall be very h ippy to get rid of 
the controversy in this way; but we felt it to be 
our duty to report the amendment, 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy 
in the chair.) ‘The Chair will inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio whether this appropriation is to 
carry out any law of Congress? If so, the Chair 
will decide that the amendment is im ord: r. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The appropriation is al- 
ready made. ‘There is no appropriation in the 
proviso. ‘The fund is already provided for in the 
preceding clause of the same paragraph, which ts 
in these words: 


affects iso atlects 
amendment 


had not already 


For necessary expenses in carrying into effect the several 
acts of Congress authorizing loans aud the issue of 
ury notes, $2,000,000. 


lreas- 


That is the appropriation; and the question now 
is whether any portion of this money shall be ap- 
| plied to the payment of Stewart Gwynne. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there is no 
appropriation made in the amendment, there is no 
question of order involved. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The first part of the clause 
contains the only appropriation, and the proviso 
is merely to say that out of that appropriation 
certain things shall not hereafter be done. What 
is hereafter to be done, according to that proviso, 
is that no portion of that $2,000,000 shall be ex- 
pended for carrying out furth r the experiment 
of hydrostatic printing at the Treasury Depart- 
ment until such experiments shall be definitely 
approved. IL understand that this kind of print- 
ing has been going on fora year or two, whether 
successfully or not is not the question. Dr, 
Gwynne has been permitte d to have rooms in the 
Treasury—no doubt the Department thouglit 
they hi id authority to authorize it—and he has 
been apparently an officer of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and he has gone into the community and 
he has purchased a variety of machinery; he has 
purchased these presses. ‘The persons with whom 
he contracted were under the impression—I know 
it to be true as to some of them—that they were 
dealing with the Government. For example, he 
contracted near Baltimore for the building of some 
of these presses, and the work has been furnished, 
and it has been used by the Government to some 
extent. A portion of itis sull undelivered; 
been ready to be delivered, and has 
delivered because the contractors 
| have stated, that they were 


the Government, were 


has 
only not been 
» SUPposing, as 
doing the work for 
advised by the lnvestiva- 
tion by the Hlouse that it was doubtful 
whether Dr. Gwynne had any authority to bind 
the Government But the Government has re- 
ceived some of the presses, the Government has 
the presses now, and the Government has been 
using the presses. 


l 
otner 


‘Then there are two questions: 
you will limit the Secretary of 
as to control his ri 


first, whether 
the ‘Treasury so 
ght to go on with this kind of 
printing, although be may think it the best kind 
under the circumstances; and, second, whether, 
after you have permitted an individual to go into 
the country and contract large debts, apparently 
on the credit of the Government, and you have 
got the machinery which has been furnished un- 
der those contracts, and you hold the machinery 
sull, you will not pay for it. Thereis due, as | 
understand, some thirty-three or thirty-four thou- 
sand dollars—I do not know exactly 
the 


how much 


amount is in the aggregate—for what has 
been furnished in that wiy. lt seems to me very 
clear that the Government ouglit to pay for it; 


and all that will be done by striking out the pro- 
viso and substituting the ‘amendment proposed 
by the Committee on Finance, is to authorize 
Secretary of the Treasury to audit the a 
and to pay only such as he thinks are just. The 
Government, having received the labor and the 
| materials which have been furnished, as | have 

said, upon the credit of the Government, it should 

ay for them. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


the 


“counts 


I have no controversy with 
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the Senator from Indiana, or with anybody else 
in regard to the merits of the claim of Mr. Stew- 
artGwynne. There m ry be a legitimate and hon- 
est debt due to him from the Government of the 
United States. The the 
Senate 1s whether or 


only question before 
not the attempt to provide 
for the payment of the claim by the amendment 
ee by the chairman of the Committee on 


“inance is not a violation of the rules of the 


Senate. 

Mr. CLARK. That question has been de- 
cided, 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not understand that it 


has been decided; but if it has been, | appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair in- 





quived of the Senator trom Ohio if this amend- | 


ment was toc Arry outany existing law, and if so, 
the Chair said he would decide it to be in order. 
Butas the amendment ice no appropriation 
the Chair decided that the question could not be 
raised, 


Mr. GRIMES. Will the Chair permit me to 
read the 30th rule of the Senate ? 

**30. No amendment proposing additional appropriations 
shail be reese ived tony general appropriation bill, unless 


it be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, 
Or soine actor resolution previously passed by the Senate 
during that se or moved by direction of a standing or 
eeiect commitive of the Scuate, or in pursuance of an esti- 
mate from the head of sume of the Departunents.” 


ssion, 


If the rulestopped there, | admit that my point 
of order would not apply to this amendment, but 
it goes on to say: 

“And no amendment sliall be reecived whose object is 
to provide tor a private claim, unless it be to carry out the 
provisions of an existing law or a treaty stipulation.” 

What does this do? This proposition directs 
that the Secretary of the Treasury shall investi- 
gate the claim of Stewart Gwynne and “ award”’ 
tohim. Whatis meant by that? As my friend 
from Vermont (Mr. Cottamer] well says to me, 
it means to pay. It means nothing else. How 
are you going to getrid of this last clause of your 
rule, ‘no amendment,’’ no matter where itcomes 
from, no matter what committee may propose it, 
**no amendment shall be received whose object 


is to provide for a private claim, unless it be to | 
carry out the provisions of an existing law ora 


treaty stipulation? Is there an existing law here 
that 1s proposed to be carried aut? Is there any 
treaty stipulation here? 


Doves not the argument | 


of the Senator from Maryland admit that this is | 


a private claim? 


private claim originated? Has he not told us 


Has he not told us how this | 


that persons have claims through Mr. Stewart | 


Gwynne, men of whom he purchased these ma- 
terinls, thinking that they were selling them really 
te the Government when in fact they were sell- 


ing to Stewart Gwynne tothe amount of $34,000? | 
So far as this particular case is concerned, | have | 


no interest in it, but | want the rules of the Sen- 
ate observed. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The honorable member from 
Towa has misunderstood me. Lhave notsaid that 
whatever claim Stewart Gwynne may have is, 
in the sense of that rule, a private claim, by any 
means. Ail that l said was that he had gone into 
the country and had contracted for this material, 
and it was furnished by the persons who made 


the contracts with him, as they supposed, to the | 


Governmont. How was he authorized to go 
abroad and buy that machine ry and bring it in 
and put itin the Treasury Department?) Was it 
done without any law? | presume there was a 
Jaw that authorized it. 


Mr. GRIMES. Will the Senator point us to 
the law? 
Mr. JOMNSON. Ido not know all the laws. 


I suppose there was some general law. 1 take 
it for granted there was some law that author- 
ized it. 
mittee to say thatthe Secretary had authority todo 
what was done, and the only question is whether 
he did it; and | understand him also as saying 
that the present Secretary thinks he is authorized 
to pay the claim, 











deal has been said in the other 


properly employed, there is an obligation to pay 
him. What L referred to was the great practical 
hardship, the great injustice, even if there was 
any doubtupon the subjec ty of permitting this man 
to hold himself out as an officer of the Govern- 
ment, apparently an officer of the Government, 
acting under the actual authority of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, contracting all these debts for 
the Government, and then not paying those who 
dealt with him on the credit of the Government. 
I do not know what the amount is, 

Mr. GRIMES. It may be all true, and from 
what I have heard from others as well as from the 
Senator from Maryland, I have no doubt it is 


1a fact that great hardship has been suffered by 
various persons Who have had transactions with | 


the fact that Mr. ' 
| substantial claim against the Government. 


Stewart Gwynne. [Lam not going to controvert 
Stewart Gwynne hasan honest, 
That 


is not the question now in issue before us. I 


admit that he has for the purpose of this argue | 


ment. But whathas that to do with the question 
whether or not this amendment comes within the 
rule? Ifhe has an 


honest claim it is excluded | 


from this bill by the rule; if he has an honest | 


claim it cannot be put in this way. 
The Senator from Ohio says that the Secretary 
of the Treasury can pay it now. 
can, under the provision ap propriating $2,000,000 
fur necessary expenses in carrying into effect the 


Undoubtedly he | 


several acts of Congress authorizing loans and 


the issue of Treasury notes. We have made a 
similar provision ina pre vious appropriation bill. 
Under that provision the § 


ury, if he believed these hydrostatic presses were || 


| necessary in order to carry into effect the law of 


| Congress authorizing 


| and interpose in behalf of this particular man || 


¢ him to do this printing, 
for them. Why does he not pay 
Why are we asked to come in here 


might pay 
the claim ? 
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| patent right. 
Secretary of the Treas- || 


when equal hardships have been inflicted in thou- || 


sands of other cases upon honest creditors of the 
Government? Js Stewart Gwynne the only man 
who has an honest claim against this Government 
unpaid ? 
Mr. CLARK. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
the point ds. 


That is not the point. 
| should like to know what 
I should like to see where the point 


| is that makes this an exception to the rule. 


| it to be done. 


1 understand the chairman of the com- | 


Mr. GRIMES. Then why does he not do it? | 


Mr. JOHNSON, He is unwilling to take the 
responsibility of doing so because the subject it- 
self has been a matter of investigation at the in- 
stance of the House of 0 wera but as 
far as the law is concerned, if | am correctly in- 
formed, he believes that he was properly employed 


by the Secretary of the Treasury, and having been | 


Mr. CLARK. 1 will state, if the Senator will 
allow me, what is the state of the case. 
the provision of the law, without the amendment 
the Secretary undoubtedly has power to pay for 
this printing to Stewart Gwynne, but as this has 
been a disputed claim he wants it to go before 
the proper accounting officers of the ‘Treasury, 
so that it shall go upon the record that the claim 
is a just one, and that itis adjudicated by the 
accounting officers before he paysit. That isall 
he requires. He desires that Congress shall direct 
It is not to make any provision 
for paying a claim that would not otherwise be 
paid, but simply to specify how this claim shall 
* examined, 

Mr. GRIMES. Does he desire that it shall 
go on an appropriation bill? 

Mr.CLARK. No, but it is ih the appropria- 
tion bill before; the amendment does not put it 
there, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am disposed to give a 
good deal of attention to the point made by the 
Senator from lowa, because | desire to enforce 
the rule strictly myself, and therefore, if there is 
any strength in the objection made by him,I de- 
sire to give it full effect; but I have modified the 
amendment so that | think he will admit that it 
does not come within the rule, and I should like 
to have him examine it in the modified form with 
that view. 

The rule simply forbids an amendment to be 
offered providing for a private claim in a general 
appropriation bill, That is a very wise rule, 
which ought not to be departed from. In this 
case there is a general appropriation for certain 
purposes, for carrying on this printing bureau. 
There is no doubt about the power of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to take a portion of this 


| money and pay for printing by the hydrostatic 


process, or any other means, Consequently, so 
faras theamendment | offer is concerned, itis not 
for the benefitof Mr. Gwynne. It is not offered 
for his benefit Itis really for he benefit of the 
Secretary in this respect. Here 1s a claim that 
is controverted and disputed, about which agreat 
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House. If he 
passes upon it, and pays it in “ usual Way, he 
pays it out of a special fund on his own exam). 
nation. The purpose of the amendment is sin. 
ply to require this claim of Stewart Gwynne to 
undergo a supervision and an inspection, and an 
examination that it would not undergo were jy 
not for this amendment. That is the only ef. 
fect and the only purpose of it. I will now read 
itas I have modified it: 

Provided, That the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed 
to examine and adjust the accounts of Stewart Gwynye 
for printing presses, machinery, material, and labor (ur 
nished and supplied to the Treasury Department, and for 
expenditures under the authority of the Secretary, and to 


report to him such sum as may be equitably due said 
Gwynne. 





I have stricken out all about making an award, 
and then I provide further that no payment shail 
be made until Stewart Gwynne shall file in the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury a release 
for all patents and of all claims growing out of im- 
provements in the Treasury Department. ‘That 
is to avoid the objection which has been made 
that these improvements have been made in the 
Treasury Departments out of money furnished by 
the Government, and that the Government ought 
not to pay for any inventions made byi its Officers 
in experimenting for the benefit of the Govern- 
ment. That is right enough, and this amendment 
is intended to protect the Government against any 
claim by StewartGwynne or his associates for any 
That is the purpose of the amend- 
ment. it does not seem to me tobe subjec t to the 
objection; but if it is, 1 do not want it to go on 
the bill. 

Mr. CLARK. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Ohio to divide his amendment. The one 
proviso has no connection with the other really, 
and the question of striking out and inserting is 
under our rules indivisible. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will submit it, then, asa 
separate amendment. The motion to strike out 
the House proviso is one thing, and the motion 


| to insert is another. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from lowa withdraw his point of order? 

Mr.GRIMES. Are these to be offered as sep- 
arate amendments? 

Mr. CLARK. Yes. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then I withdraw the point of 
order. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I take it that the question 


| now is on striking out the proviso as it is in the 


| said to have examined it. 


House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
question. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desireto hear something 
about this matter from the committee who are 
I understand that the 
proviso which it is now moved tostrike out isto 


| stop this experimenting with that hydrostatic 





press business. I have a general information 


|| that there has been expended on that experiment 


something over a third of a million of dollars, be- 
tween three and four hundred thousand dollars 
already, and if any work is produced from it of 
any value, it is more than we are informed. I do 
not understand that this proviso prohibits the use 
of these presses. Itis that no further expenditure 
shall be made with the experimental system of 
hydrostatic printing. 

Mr. CLARK. What they call the experiment 
is the use of the presses. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The proviso is that the 
Department shall make no more expenditures on 
the system. If they can use it as itis, there is 
nothing here to prohibitthat. No one, surely, will 
deny that. If the Secretary can use the presses 
he has now, he may use them. The men who 
have examined the subject have stated to the com- 
munity, and I believe it is generally understood, 
that the experiments have gone far enough; the 
amount expended is extravagant, and we do not 
want any imore experiments. about it. If what 
a have is of any use, let them go on and use 

. | hope the sub-committee who have examined 
oh the subject will inform us in regard to it. 

Mr. CLARK. I was one of the sub-commit- 


; tee who went to make an examination of this 


method of printing. I did not go so far in the 
examinationas I should like to have done before 
this debate occurred, nor so far as | intend to go 
before I get through with the matter; but 1 wem 











loW read 
rs of the 
id directed 
t Gwynne 
labor ur. 
it, and for 
UV, And to 
due Said 


naward, 
ent shal| 
le in the 
h release 
utof im. 
t. That 
en made 
le In the 
ished by 
nt ought 
Ss Officers 
Govern- 
endment 
wr sinned 

sfor any 
Pe amend. 
ect to the 
LO go on 


> Senator 
The one 
r really, 
erting ig 


hen, as a 
trike out 
Pe moton 


the Sen- 
rder ? 
d as sep- 


point of 


question 
is in the 


at is the 


ymething 
who are 
that the 
out Isto 
drostatic 
urmation 
periment 
llars, be- 
d dollars 
rom it of 
ed. Ido 
s the use 
yvenditure 
ystem ol 


periment 


that the 
itures on 
there is 
rely, will 
B pore sses 
nen who 
the com- 
lerstood, 
ugh; the 
e do not 
If what 
and usé 
xamined 
to it. 
commit 
a of this 
r in the 
ve before 
nd to go 
itl wem 


Fo 








4 
° 


ed 


eT. 


» 


ere 


5 Se 


tees 


ately sis 


Pipie Is xe 


“a 


ag 


wi 


SMTA 


7 


1865. 


so far, a I think the sub-committee went cada 
ap ist fy the mentirely, and to satisfy the Com- 
mittee on ie ance that it was unwise to make this 
limit AtiOn id to preventany further experiment- 








ing on this system. [tis well known that there 
has grown up a division in the Tressury De- 
partnat nt, and tn the country, in regard to print- 
ing paper for the Government It is printed now 
i : Tre nsury Department by two methods. It 
js printed by the ceman atic method of printing 
and i. the old method of the hand press. Those 


who Ah ave been used to the hand press stil adhere 
to it; and you may go down into the Treasury 
Departme nt to-day and find the old spoke-wheel 
press, where aman turnsit around with his haud 
and uses his foot to help him along » which has 
been in use forty years In printing bills When 
I asked the man who stood at that printing press 
the other day how | happe ned that they used that 
old press which has been in use for forty years, 
when in almost every other branch of mac hinery 
improvements had been made, all he could say to 
me was: **1 do not know, sir; I have been a 
printer thirty years and I have used it all the time; 
and | suppose it is because the old fogies like it. 
That was the man who stood at the press; but 1 
do not propose to enter into that diversity of opin- 
ion or quarrel. The committee examined the 
method of printing by the hydrostatic process, 
and came to the conclusion that it was by no 
means wise to prohibit the experiment. 

One design of the hydrostatic printing is to pre- 
vent the wetting of the paper as you have to do 
by the hand press, and drying it, and shrinking 
it by the process of wetting and drying. When 
the paper is wetted and dried it dries unevenly, 
and pulls the plates by shrinking unevenly, and 
thus the lines get out of form. “tt became very 
desirable, therefore, that there should be a method 
of printing the paper without wetting it. This is 
accomplished by the hydrostatic process. The 
paper is laid on the plate dry, receives the im- 
pression, and comes out precisely as it went into 
the press as to form, The advantage gained im 
that particular is in several ways. In the first 
place, you avoid the expense of wetting it down; 
then you avoid the expense of drying it; and 
then you avoid the expense of pressing by power 
presses as you always have to do paper which 
has been wetted and printed. But there is an- 
other great advantage in that regard, that when 
the paper has been printed it comes out in sheets. 
Take a sheet on which you have printed the frac- 
tional currency,upon which there may be sixteen 
oreighteen different bills. The old method, when 
it was printed by hand, was to take your shears 
and trim that all around, and then cut them all 
apart, because you were obliged to follow the 
lines as they had altered in shrinking. You can 
take now a sheet, printed by the hydrostatic 
method, put it into a machine; it goes through 
almost immediately, and comes out ail cut up and 
Jaid into a little hopper by itself; and the machine 
is so perfect that, when you have run through a 
certain amount of sheets of a given denomination, 

say ten dollars of currency, when ten dollars of 
that curre ney is laid in the hopper, the machine 
itself rings a bell and notifies you that you have 
got just ten dollars in that place. So of the bills 
for the banks; they are all trimmed in the same 
way whenever printed by the hydrostatic method. 

‘The experiment has gone along so far that the 
committee would not be warranted, and I do not 
think the Secretary of the Treasury would be 
warranted—and he does not desire nor does he 
think itadvisable—to stop that method of printing, 
but to go on with it to perfection. lam so we il 

satisfied with it by my examination and from the 
acquaintance | have with machinery as to beable 
to say that I have full confidence that it is to be 
a success, 

I desire the Senate to understand that in making 
these remarks I have no allusion to the character 
of, or what may have been said about, any em- 
ployé in the Treasury Department. 

The committee examined further than the mere 
machinery and hydrostatic printing. They exam- 
ined the system that iscarried on there in regard 
to the safe-keeping of the money, and I think 
they would like to examine further on that point; 
not because they do not find all the proper secu- 
rities so far as they have gone, but to make the 
research more extended, more critical, and more 
satisfactory that it is safe for the Government. I | 
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can say—and L thir > Ish all | be jx istifie r in say- 
ing it from the committee, and be borne out in it 
by the conclusions of the 


the committ 


individual members of 


ee—that | have Never been In an es- 
tablishment where the securilies seemed so great 
asin that Department 
One of the first requisites was—and this will 
bear more upon the other point (I mean the ac 
counts of Dr. Gwynne) than upon this particular 


proviso—the production of a paper in the Treas 
ury Departms nt that should be entirely distinet- 
ive from any other paper. 

bock-stores here on your 
ordinary bank-note paper; 
Hudson Taylor’ 
can buy the bank-note paper on which some of 
your currency has been printed, because .there 
has not been enough produced in the ‘Treasury 
Department for the production of all your cur- 
rency. It is very desirable to preve nt counter- 
feiting and to produce a paper that cannot be 
photographed. | in my pocket and will 
exhibit to the Senate—they will see nothing par- 
ticular about it at ar ly distance—a plece of pape r 
produced in the Treasury Department, [exhib- 
iting one of the denominations of the fractional 
currency of the latest issue.] 
ance of being rather coarse, but the bit of paper 
which | now holdin my hand has been washed, 
has been dipped in a tumbler, thoroughly wetted 
and soaked, and then washed with soap, and 
rubbed as hard as you would rub an ordinary 
piece of cloth, and yet it cannot be destroyed; 
and one pecuilarity of this paper 1s that it can- 
not be by any process of wetting returned to 
pulpagain. Butithas another advantage beyond 
this: there is mixed with the pulp that produces 
the papera chemical preparation,a fibrous prep- 
aration Which you can hardly notice by looking 
atit, but which photographs black when an at- 
tempt is made to phot tograph it, So that itcan be 
detected atonce. One great design and desire of | 
the Departmentis to prevent the counterfeiting of 
your currency. 

Mr. GRIMES. Will the Senator tell me how 
much of the currency has been printed on that 
paper? 

Mr. CLARK. 
I have. 

Mr. HE SNDERSON. 

Mr. CLARK. 


You can go into the 
streets and buy the 
you can go down to 


s and buy ‘bank- note paper; you 


have 


It has the appear- 


I cannot from any figures that | 


Very little of it. 

Not a very large amount. 

Mr. GRIMES. Does it exceed $400,000? | 
Mr. CLARK. I cannot tell. 
Mr. JOLINSON. Are they going on to use that 

kind of paper? 

Mr. CLARK. They are. 


desirable for the currency. 


It is particularly | 
. The committee exX- 
amined so far as to see that these experiments 
were very valuable to the Government. 

Mr. COLLAMER. ‘That paper has nothing 
to do with the hydrostatic printing. 

Mr. CLARK. ‘The Senator will remember 
that : said this bore more particularly upon the 
Dr. Gwynne part of the case than upon the ques- 
tion of striking out the proviso; Lut thisis clearly 
connected with the other experiments that have 
been going on, and tends to show somewhat the 
value of the experiments. I think that the ex- 
periments now going on inthe ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment are only a repetition of what has occurred 
in the world be fore, and what will probably oceur 
many times again, so often as you have improve- 
ments in machinery that aid in the process of 
manufacture, 

Here are two systems; 
for the hydrost atic 
in oper: lion. 


here is the machinery 
system of printing, which is 
Ll ask Senators if it is wise to lim it 
the appropriation so that further deve opments 
of this system cannot be made, so that further 
experiments cannot be had to ascertain the value 
of any improvement that may be made. Is it 
wise to shut right down upon the sys 
and say we will have no further experiment in 
this matter? That is not the opinion of the sub- 
committee; that is not the opinion of the Finance 
Committee; that is not the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury ;itis not, I think, the opinion 
of anybody who has examined the matter to see 
what is the advantage of this system. I know 
there are persons who are opposed to it. 
there are persons who come to us to give us in- 
formation on the subject, but the bias of those 
gentlemen could easily be detected on examina- 
, tion. 


tem here 


I know | 


The committee attempted to satisfy them- || 
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selves, not upon the testimony of individuals, but 
of their own eyes as far as they could, and by 
their own examination, having spe .nt considerable 
time in the ‘Treasury Department. 
Mr. GRIMES. As the Senator 


great deal of attention to this 
rmation 


has given a 
subject, Ll should 
hat he has not given us, 
uta year ago we had a large amount of frac- 
tional curren ations that he has 
exhibited to , printed upon a paper that 
was in the splitting. I desire to know 
whether or not that was printed by the hydro- 
static process, and whether that paper was or was 
not manufactured by Mr. Gwyune. 

Mr. CLARK. Ido not understand that they 
used the paper manufactured by Dr. Gwynne. I 
cannot speak, however, on that point with that 
certainty that [eanin regard to some other things. 
| know there was memngonees of a paper that did 
split. I know that was one of the complaints 
made in the re eae on this matter, 

Mr. GRIMES. There was laid on our desks, 
yesterd: Ys a book that purported to be a report 
from Mr. Clark, the gentieman who has charge 
of the printing in the ‘Treasury Department. | 
do not know low it got here, or "ii ik came bo 
be published; it has noimprintof any publishing 
establishment on its face. It does not bear the 
appearance of having been sent here by the Sec- 
re ' ary of the ‘Treasury ,» to whom it is addresse d, 
but lL take it as the genuine report of this gentle - 
man. If lam not mistaken, his report states that 
that split paner was the product of one of these ex- 
periments of Mr. Gwynne; and the purpose I had 
in making the inquiry of the Senator from New 
Hampshire was to ascertain if he could tell us 
how much that experiment cost the Government, 

Mr. C LARK. I have no information on that 
subject. I do not know that that was an experi- 
ment. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to know how 
much these various experiments that have been 

made with the hydrostatic presses have coat the 
Government. Is the committee prepared to in- 
form the Senate how much these various presses 
have cost, how many have been broken down, 
how much has been expended for repairs? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can tell the Senator pre- 
cisely. The contract, which | have here among 
these papers, was $1,100 for each press. Sev- 
enty presses were delivered. “The amount spent 
for repairs was comparalively a small item. All 
the particulars of the claim are here. The total 
amount for the presses was $77,000, together 
with some expenses for repais. 

Mr.GRIMES. How many of them have been 
abandoned as incapable of being repaired? How 
many of them are lying in ap ile outside of the 

Treasury Vv ? 

Mr: SHERMAN. I have no information, ex- 
cept from the reports before me. ‘The difficulty 
with some of them was that the frame-work was 
too weak to bear the rious pressure caused 
by the system. ‘That was the resultof a dispute 
as to whether wrought iron or cast iron would 
resist the greater pressure. Since the change has 
been made to the present machines they are per- 
fectly satisfactory. ‘The only change is in refer- 
ence to the form. As lam nota machinist, and 
do not tend printing or anything about it, 
I may be mistaken in regard to this; but the coat 
of repairing has been comparatively very slight. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to make one state- 
ment further in regard to the capacity of these 
presses. Ey a hand press two persons wAl print 
in a day from about seven hundred to eight bun- 
dred impressions. By a hydrostatic press, ifa 
man could ink fast enough, you could have four 
thousand impressions; but ordinarily. the per- 
son who inks the plate cannot stand any such 
labor, and they get through about two thousand 
impressions a day, and those impressions are 

paid for by the piece. They pay fo impressions 
on the hand press a dollar for one hundred im- 
pressions. On the hydrostatic prees they pay a 
dollar for the first four hundred, and then sev- 
enty cents a hundred for the re mainder of aday’nr 
work, bringing the whole cost about seventy- 
five cents to the hundred; that is three fourths of 
the cost upon a hand press. I was satisfied that 
the fact was so as the prices are now. There is 

no question that when this method of printing 
first came to be attempted, the printing went on 
slowly, as is the case with all new kinds of busi- 
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nées; but it has been brought to a very great 
degree of perfection, and I think if gentlemen 
vould take the trouble to go and see for them- 
elves, especially if they have any idea of me- 
chanics and machinery—— 

Mr. COLLAMER. When the work is done, 
how ia the impression? Will it rub off, or is it 
eaood ? 

Mr. CLARK. There has been a great deal 
of complaint made that the work done by the 
hydrostatic press was not so good as that done 
by the ordinary press [am nota printer; but 
J took the impressions, and I took a microscope 
to examine them, and, in my judgment, the work 
done by the hydrostatic pre is full as good as 
that done by the ordinary power press. The 
Senator from Vermont inquires if it rubs off. He 
will see that that is not so fro 


this bill which I have already presented to the 
fS nate, which has been rubbed, soaked, and 
washed in soap and water, and the impression 


lias not started a particle. I say | have not ex- 
anined this matter so far as 1 desire to do, asa 
matter of curiosity and knowledge, even. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The question is, will it 
endure? 

Mr. CLARK. The gentleman can tell by ex- 
am. ation as well as lcan. I understand it wears 
admirably well. 

Mr. GRIMES. How long is it since that kind 
of paper has been used? 

Mr. CLARK. I cannot te 
has been used or how long. | put it to the test 
that l have stated. I could not try it as the old 
man said he had tried his locust posts, He said 
they would last forever, for he had tried them out 
and But so far as | have been able to put 
this to the test, it wears admirably well. Ido 
not think it is quite wise for the Senate to stop 
these experiments. I think they should go fur- 
ther. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then I understand the Sena- 
tor to admit that this system has not reached that 
degree of perfection which he expects it will attain 

Mr. CLARK. Certainly I do; and I will ad- 
mit it as to everything else in the world, even as 
to mankind. I hope we have not yet got to that 
degree of perfection which we expect to reach, | 
will admit it in regard to the Senator’s iron-clads. 
{Laughter.] [tis the very reason | want to go 
further. I do not want to stop here. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not know that anything 
more need be said on this point; but | was one 
of the sub-committee who were instructed by the 
Finance Committee to look into this matter some- 
what, and I desire to say in reply to some in- 
quiries originated here by the Senator from Iowa, 
that we were not instructed to investigate the past 
operations of the Currency Bureau, or of that 
branch of the Treasury Department. Our inves- 
tigations were directed to the particular matter re- 
ferred to in the proviso now proposed to be struck 
out. The House of Representatives had voted 
to prohibitany further experiments upon this new 
method of printing our currence 
stracted to look into the matter, make up our 
minds whether it was advisable to prohibit fur- 
ther experiments or not, and our investigations 
were directed therefore to two methods now in 
vogue in that bureau of printing this paper. The 
two methods have been described to you by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. So farasmy own 
examination went, it was directed mainly with a 
view of determining in my own mind which of 
the two methods was the most economical, and 
which was the safest, which furnished the best 
security to the Government. Unquestionably 
there is great danger of loss, let this vast amount 
of paper be printed where it will. I was satisfied 
equaily with the Senator from New Hampshire 
who has just testified upon that point that every 
security was thrown about this branch of your 
service that I could conceive was practicable by 
either method of printing. 

It will be manifest to the jadzmentof every one 
that the more hands this paper is passed through 
lie greater is the danger of loss. By printing on 
he hydrostatic press, it will pass through at least 
the hands of three less sets of hands than when 
printed on the old press. If printed on the old 


1] how much of it 


out. 


m the exhibition of 


,and we were in- | 


press it has to go, when the impression is placed | 
on one side, first into the wetting room, and a | 


class of laborers are employed in the wetting 


room, then the impression is laid upon one side; | 


| feited. 


| erence to these two modes of printing. 


then it has togo into the drying room and passed 
through under a new set of men; and then it has 
to go, after the impression is put upon the other 
side, into the trimming room, as the Senator from 
New Hampshire has described to you, and be 
If printed on the hydrostatic press, it 
not goto the wetting room, it does not go to 
the drying room, it does not go to the trimming 
room. ‘Lhere are three sets of hands, there are 
three classes of laborers who handle the money 
printed on one of the presses that do not touch 
it when printed on the other. I think that ne- 
cessarily furnishes some additional security to the 
Government, or if it does not furnish additional 
security it saves some of the risk to which the 
Governmentis liable in the printing of this paper. 

Now, as to the ¢ conomy of the two methods, T 
cannot testify on that point with so much pos- 
jtiveness us the Senator from New Hampshire 
has done. The result of my examination is that, 
so far, it has been proved the hands have printed 
more sheets in the day on the old press than on 
the hydrostatic press. Nevertheless we stood 
there and saw both presses at work, and itistrue, 
as is said by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
that on the hydrostatic press sheets may be 
thrown off just as rapidly as one man can puton 
the ink. While that press is at work, one man 
has as much as he can do to ink the plates, 
whereas on the other press, on the old press, the 
same man notonly inks the plates but passes them 
through the press. My own judgment was that 
a plate would pass through that press in about 
the time it would through the new press. Some 
members of the committee, l believe, differed with 
me on that. Ido not know but that the Senator 
from New Hampshire thought it would pass 
through the new press in less time than through 
the old press. I thought it took about the same 
ume. 

‘There is another fact, that two hands are em- 
ployed upon the old press, and three hands are 


! 
trinimed, 


does 


employed upon the new press; and there is but 


one experienced workman employed on either of 
To the amount of labor expended 
in actually printing a thousand sheets on the old 
press must be added the amount oflabor expended 
in wetting the sheets, in drying them, and in 
trimming them, so that about the same amount 
of labor probably is actually expended in getting 
at a thousand sheets of currency on one press as 
on the other. 

My own judgment is that the experimentis not 
complete. ‘The Senator from Vermontsays that 
a vast amount of money has been expended. It 
is true; but though I profess to have no sort of 
intimate acquaintance with mechanics of any 
kind, it seems tome so manifest thata press which 
will keep one hand employed all the time in ink- 
ing, must, when made to work perfectly, print 
more economically than a press which requires 
the same man who puts on the ink to run the 
plates through the press, that in consideration of 
the large amount of money we have already ex- 
pended, I think it is not judicious to prohibitthe 
Secretary of the Treasury from making further 
experiments in the same direction, Therefore J 
acquiesced with my colleagues on the sub-com- 
mittee and on the Finance Committee in the pro- 
riety of striking out this proviso. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 1 do not know that itis 
necessary for me to say anything, but I was. one 
of the committee who visited the Treasury Depart- 
ment in order to examine these two modes of 
printing; and my impression is that our exami- 
nation was hardly sufficient to enable us to pass 


the presses. 
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other. I examined the books in the Department. 
I ran over the books showing the rapidity of work 
fora great many days. ‘The hydrostatic or dry 
system of printing and the wet system of print. 
ing are kept in separate rooms; the books are 
kept separately and distinctly. [examined them, 
and my understanding is that they average about 
eight or nine hundred sheets per day upon the 
old presses, and about five, six, and seven hun. 
dred upon the hydrostatic presses; not exceed. 
ing that. I am not prepared to say that 1 would 
condemn them as being less economical on thay 
account, because there are other things to be 
taken into consideration which have been alluded 
to by the Senator. It takes three persons to run 


| one of these hydrostatic presses and to produce an 


impression, and yet those three persons cannot 
produce as many impressions during the day as 
the old wetpress. Lam perfectly satisfied of that, 

Ihave no prejudices against the hydrostatic 
printing; 1 intend to support this amendment; | 
am not prepared to say either that further experi- 
ments ought not to be made in this thing; but I 
am prepared to say that a vast amount of mone y 


| has been expended in the Treasury without any 


compensating benefits that I can see so far. They 


| may be there, and something may be produced in 


the future that will triumph over many of the 
difficulties that I see in that Department now. | 
am not prepared to say that when this distinctive 
paper—a matter that I did not attempt to look into 
—shall have been produced in the ‘Treasury De- 
partment, asystem of printing may not be adopted 
upon these hydrostatic presses that will prevent 
counterfeiting in all future time. | That would 


| certainly be a very great item to be taken into 


consideration in the examination of a question of 
this sort. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will ask the Senator 
whether, when we have that sort of paper, we 
have not the same security in either form of 
printing. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Thatis one of the points 


that Mr. Clark urged upon us when we were ex- 


/amining this subject; but really | am not pre 


pared to say that the distinctive paper may not 


be printed upon either press. 


| to pass any juc 
or the other of the systems. 


Mr. CLARK. Undoubtedly. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I know it canbe; but I 


/ was about to remark, 1! am not prepared to say it 


can be printed upon either press and yet avoid 
counterfeiting. In the hydrostatic system of 
printing the object to be attained is simply this: 
to procure power enough to force the ink into dry 
paper. Inthe other system the paper is made 
moist. It does not require much force to put the 
ink in the paper in this moist condition. It is 
forced into it with much less trouble. [ am not 
sufficiently en with matters of this sort 

gmentas to the superiority of one 
The press that will 
turn off nine hundred sheets a day, that is the 


| old press, or the wet system of printing with the 
| paper moistened, costs $125; the hydrostatic 


an opinion that the Senate can rely upon in ref- | 


hydrostatic system of printing has been adopted 
there, as I understand, for the purpose of giving 
us a bill that cannot be photographed or counter- 
How far that has been accomplished by 
thissystem of printing, lam unable tosay;I really 
cannot tell. 1 cannot say that the one cannot be 
as easily counterfeited as the other. There is 
this thing most assuredly about it, that the ma- 


| chinery necessary for the hydrostatic printing 
costs eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty times as much 
| as the machinery necessary for the other printing. 


I differ with my friend, the Senator from New | 
Hampshire, about the rapidity of this printing. | 
Although [am not prepared to say that the hy- | 
drostatic printing ought to be rejected, I cannot | 


say that it is as rapid a mode of pPinting as the 


The | 





press will cost $1,100. It has to be made very 
strong, because the water pressure that is thrown 
upon the machinery is estimated, I believe, at 
forty tons. I will ask the Senator from New 


| Hampshire if thatis not so. 


Mr. CLARK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HENDERSON. You can put, of course, 


| any weight you desire uponit. There is no trouble 


about obtaining any amount of force that you 
wish to apply; it can be easily obtained. But 
whether this ink can be forced into the dry paper 


| so as to make it stay there is a question that I 


really did have some doubts about. I know that 
Mr. Clark, who is the superintendent of this De- 
partment, insists that there is no doubt about it 
at all,and I know it is the belief of both the dis- 
tinguished gentlemen who have recently been at 
the head of the Treasury Department that it is a 
success, and therefore lam not prepared, from the 
examination | have made, to say that it should 
be entirely discarded. 

But, sir, while | am up I desire to say a word 
or two in reference to a matter that | do really 
have a very great deal to complain of. It seems 
that these gentlemen, Mr. Clark and Mr. Gwynne, 
have been making these experiments in the Treas- 
ury Department. Perhaps the experiments were 
all necessary. I do not know what may be ac- 
complished by them. Perhaps we may arrive at 
a perfection in the system of printing by these 
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experiments that nobody else would find out, and 
if so, the Government would save a great deal of 
money. The Senate can judge of that just as 
well as I can; and they would not be any wiser 
after they had gone there and examined it. The 
hydrost itic system is the most expensive one in 
the machinery; and Ido notsee, taking everything 
into consideration, that there is a great deal of 
difference in the handling of the paper after the 
impressions are produced, or in the preduction 
of the impressions. As the Senator from New 
Hampshire very properly says, in the wet sys- 
tem you have got to dry the paper twice, and then 
it has to be again pressed, in order to straighten 
it out, and then cod have to trim it; but the Sen- 
ator forgets one thing that he might have men- 
tioned; and that is, that in the hydrostatic sys- 
tem of printing the paper has to be trimm d 
also. It is trimmed before it is printed, and not 
aft rward. 

Mr. CLARK. It is trimmed by machinery. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Both of them can be 
trimmed by machinery, and both of them were 
trimmed by machinery. 
that. 

I was going to remark that there have been 
é xpended in the Treasury at least $300,000 in that 
machinery. How fara large portion of it may 
have been necessary under any given state of cir- 
cumstances I cannotsay; but one thing iscertain, 
that these parties, after experimenting with the 
Government money, have gone and taken out 
patents in the Patent Office for four of these ma- 
chines, or for four improvements, 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator will remem- 
ber, and it is due to these men to say, that they 
have never presented any claim to the United 
States for this patent; that they themselves 
pose to surrender any such claim. Indeed, 
amen idment pr ovides that they shall surrender 
any such claim, If other parties outside of the 
Government of the United States desire to use this 
machinery, they claim the patent ae 

Mr. HENDERSON. Then we take the bene- 
fitof itso far as we are concerned; but, as the 
Senator from lows very properly said, whenever 
machine ry fails there and is cast aside, whose 
lossisit? The Government loses it. These p arties 
have gone on and they have tried machine after 
machine, and whenever a machine fails the loss 
fallsupon the Government. TL object to the modus 
operandi of getting up this machinery and of ex- 
perimenting. A large sum of money has been 
expe nded in that w: ly. Whether the benefits 
already derived, or hereafter to be derived, are 
sufficient to compensate the Government for this 
loss, is another question. ‘The Senate can judge 
of that justas wellas [I can. But J wish merely 
to state that these patents have been obtained, 
and although the amendment 

Mr. GRIMES. Who owns these patents? 

Mr. HENDERSON. They do; Stewart 
Gwynne and Clark. Some of them are owned by 
them jointly, and others are owned by either the 
one or the other. I think one is taken out in 
Clark’s name, one in Clark & Gwynne’s name, 
and the other perhaps in Gwynne’s name alone. 
I know it is said by Senators that if this amend- 
ment be adopted the Government will have the 
use of this machinery. Iadmitthat fact; butdo 
not these parties hold that machinery ag gainst all 
other parties in the work lexceptthe Government 
of the United Sta 

Mr. W ILSON. “What objection is there to 
that? 

Mr. HENDERSON. Why, sir, if the Gov- 
ernment of the United States would furnish me 
$300,000 to experiment upon and give me the ben- 
efit of thoseex Epon coen ae ikeany amount 
of money out of it; and so could any other me- 
chanic. There is not a mechanic in the count ry 
that would not take up such an offer from the 
Government. There is no doubt that if you would 
furnish any man with $300,000 to make experi- 
ments, and let him sn ousiedi for four or five 
years, and then allow him to patent the machine Ky 
afte rit has been perfected and matured, leaving 
the Government to lose all the machinery that has 
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been defective, he certainly could do well out of 


it. That is a very serious objection, and Sena- 
tors wiil see it at a glance. 

While Lam upon “this subject I desire to make 
a remark upon another branch of it, because I do 


not wish to trouble the Senate any more aboutit. || 
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There is no doubt of 


One of the members of the sub-committee, wh 
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examined this printing with me, has remarked 


that he saw nothing whatever in the examinat 


1 
to show otherwise than that there was perfect 
ees ae the } a tiar f shana } * ‘} 
security in the production of these sheets. ‘I 
Senator remarked, als Oo, that at any paper store 
intown the paper might be purcha dupon which 


this m mney is printed, 
Mr. CLARK. Isaid at Ph p& 
Mr. HENDERSON Well, at P | 
mon’s, « ratany other paper store, 
my examination, that one of the greatest V 





_ = 


tages to be derived from the experiments that 


have been carried onin the Treasury Deparitme: 
will be in the production of a distinctive | 


If that distinetive } 


paper can be produced, it Wi 


be Weed , nts that h heen mad 
e worth all the experiments that have been made, 


"—" } } t | eo ' 
i bere is no doubt avout that. Ido not KHON 
whether they will be able to secure it or not. 
care not what the printing may be in the futur 


whether it be the ary printing ox the m t print 
Ing, it IS certainly desirable that adi til clive | 


per should ; andl, forone, would | 


willing to see mon 


y appropriated forthe pu 





of producing that pay er 

But, Mr. President, J am not so well satisfi 
upon another ubject that has been alluded to 
and that Is, the perfect s surity of the Gover 
mentin the printing of these not and | | 


So faras my examination went, I saw nothi 
in the manner in which this de tment is bei 


conducted to show any d 
‘ L- ¥ 


part of Mr. Clark to do otherwise than w 


right; [ saw no disposition manifested on 


} | ’ ! , » 
that would indicate that he desired in any manner 


whatever to talc any advantage of the Gov 


ri yor lever on Line 


ment; but I supposed the Senators who were 


with me in that examination came to this conela- 


sion, that if Mr. Clark so desired, serious los 
could be entatled upon the Government thro 
his management there. pay 
which all our bonds and notes are printed 1 


When the paper upon 


brought into the Treasury Department, it fir: 
goes into the hands of Mr. Clark. Itis true that 
recently some sort of acheck has been ¢ 


in daving a paper department; but, 
stand, all this paper first falls into Mr, Clark’ 


hands, and the paper department never gets the 


control of the paper, except through his hat 


It first goes to him, and it is turned over by him 


to this paper department, and the paper d 
ment turns it back again to him upon his order 
I know the Secretary of the Treasury has pro 


vided that a mark 
it is delivers : to Mr. Clark; but the Senator fi 


be put upon the paper before 


New Hampshire will bear me witness that Mr. 


} 


Clark himself said that he did not regard the mark 


upon itas any protection whatever against wi 
] 1 ' . 1 
and the gentleman who hag charge of the p 


department admi ted that there was no sufficien 


protection of the Government, and that he w 


uttempting to perfect the system so as to 

: Bere kas ' T ; e 
complete check upon il. me Very mark i | 
put upon the | er in this paper depat 


taken off the vere r before it 4s rinted, or at t 


time it is printed, and i Se yre the 
fo out; so that there is no mark left upon it a 
all. 

I must say, from my examination into thi 
matter—although I saw no evidence of ad 
sition on the part of anybody to defraud 


{ 


Government; although Isaw in every department 


there an earnest desire apparently, and « 


so on the part of Mr. Clark himself, t » OLY 1 





the information we could possi! i lt 
might be necessary to a corre 1h) 
this whole subject—that that tine 


properly conducted; that there oughtto 


there thatdo not existthere; that another system 


’ 


ought to be adopted. 


I examined the books in the different d rt 
ments of this businese. Most of th ) 
keptby ladies. I suppose they are notes 
book-keepers. I doubt whether any ex 
has ever been made of the book y the | ( 


the different departments; and I doubt 
there is to-d 1yasingte book ke 
anything about the other books of the offic 
have never scen any report here; but Id ter 


ceedingly wh ther, upon a correct ¢Xamina 


those books from the beginning of this imm 
work of printing the notes an | bonds of the Gov- 
ernment in that esta! 
fectly compare. 


lishment, they vould pr 
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lL had no time te examine into this thing; tn fact 
it would take many days to do it; and | was not 
ent there for that purpose, but for the other pur- 


ise of examining merely, as | understood, into 


the two differ modes of printing, and whether 
it was justifiable on the part of the Secretary to 
continue these experiments in printing. l turned 
my attention mostly to that [The other matters 


came up incidentally, and | mention them inet- 


dentally here. I think there ought to be some 


‘tion on the partof Congress in reference to 


this subjes 

Much has been said f{ the country against Mr. 
Clark I saw nothing ere al te Riss in‘my 
examination; but 1 desire state here, and Twill 

te . hile ry tl » en t. th t \I ': 

i iL Wille Upon Cire uvjyeect, LL avail Pit A 
has almost entire and perfect control of l the 
vast machinery of printing the notes and bonds 
for the Government. He is the soul of the whole 


thing. [lis word is law inthe whole dé 
Mr. HOWE. Oh, no. 
Mr. LIENDERSON. In t! is department of 
printing. Lay prehend that f Mr. 
ask that forty or fifty 


parce nt 


Clark were to 
ae money b prin ed 





upon either system, or forty or fifty bonds be 


printed and turned over to him, there is not an 
jeet to 
I understand from 


clerks of that department that such has beeu the 
| 


employé in that department that would obj 


it, or that could object to it. 


case; that he has asked these things to be done 


’ 
aud itis necessary at times that they should be 
done. I do not mention the fact for the purpose 
of creating any suspicion against Mr, Clark. 1 
desire to do no such thing. I understand that 
two thousand five hundred millions of money have 
been priate dl upon these presses, and | say that 
no one man ought to have entire control of a de 

iurtment of this character. I know there are 


} 


hecks; but what checks are ther They are 
; 
t 


I 
i 
( 


such cheeks as Mr. Clark himself has-established. 


[I do not understand that the Secretary of the 
Treasury has ever prescribed a single 
him. Ifso, where is it?) Where did you find W? 
As I understood from Mr. Clark himself, he said 


mat this papel check was all nonsense; that it 


check over 


was no check upon him. Ele said, “1 can go to 
Philp & Solomon’s and buy as much paper as 
destre to purchase, and come back here and have 
it printed by corrupting three or four different in- 
dividuals in this department.’’ Ele is perfectly 
frank on that subject. [ say this vast power 
ousht not to be intrusted to one, two, three, or 
four different individuals; but there 

a system of checks provided, not by Mr, Clark, 
but by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, over this 
Who matter, It is a 


ought to be 


subject of exceeding im- 
| rtance tothe nati n,m my ypu iziment. Im rely 
| now, from the litthe examination [ 
ive made, in order that the Senate may, at the 
yper time, t ike the subject into consideration, 
Mr. HENDRICKS obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLARK. 


1 do not desire to protract this 


del te, but | cannot permit the statement of the 
mel ir from Miss uri to vo out unchallenged, 
The PRES IDING OFFIC ER. The Senator 
fi l In ana Was recos! zed vy the C} ur. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If the Senator wants to 
eak now, | na ua che tion to giving way. I 
merely wanted to move that the Senate take a 
rece until half past seven o’clock. (‘*Oh, u ea 
Tin bill, ds ip ose, ought to be rate LP erage , 
aud we cannot do it unless we have an evetil . 
m. [* Oh, no.’’] Lwithdrawthe motion; I 
ees rs do not desire it. 
Mr. ( L ARK. I could not but feel, as the Sen- 
x from Mi ir) was making his remarks, al- 
though I have no doubt he intended them to be 
fair and to convey his impressions rightfully to 
the Senate, that he was giving a very wrong im- 
} on me particuiai I regard to the 
method and manner and the si scurity of prinunge 
naper money; and L hope { Senate will bear 
vith 1 i 1 few mit A e I rriv em 
vhatin detail the 1 lin which this paper 
money 1s printed 
J uc i} it h nv ! rwi h 
mes from abroad } i » Mr. Clark, or it 
con into | ‘I n y f n 
Hit to the ry rclerk, as he ulled 
H m x ! i { ‘ r, # | 
ury Dej itm Eee? ind hi mps every sheet in 
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682 
this stamp of ** Treasury Department.” He takes 


an account of it, and has it in his department; 


and that paper clerk is not under the control of 
Mr. Clark. When Mr. Clark makes a requisition 
upon the paper clerk for paper, he answers the 
requisition, delivers him the paper, and charges 


:; and those books in that 
department, as | said before, are not under the 
control of Mr. Clark; and the paper clerk can tell 


jt tohim upon his book 


at any time how much paper he has delivered to | 


hin 

‘Then it goes from the paper clerk to the count- 
ing clerk; and the countigg clerk is under the di- 
rection and control of Mr. Clark. She takes the 
paper and has it counted twice by two individu- 
als. If they are found to agree, she enters upon 


stamped in this way. 


the book the amount that she got from the paper | 
, | 


clerk. If they are not found to agree,-she at 
once notifies the paper clerk of the discrepancy 
these isin the paper, and the account is ascer- 
tuned and made right. 

Then the counting clerk delivers it to the next 
person who has to handle it; and that is the man 
who bronzes it, or puts on the bronze figures. 
The man requiring the paper to bronze makes 
a requisition on the counting clerk for so many 
sheets, say a thousand sheets. She counts it out 
He takes it, and 
goes into his department, and there he counts it 
to see if itis right. If itis right, heenters upon 
his book that he has received so many sheets 
from the counting clerk. Ifitis notright, hethen 
notifies the accounting clerk that it is not right, 
and The bronzer then 
puts the paper through his bronzing machine, 
and when itis all bronzed it is counted again by 
the man bronzing it. If he finds he has exactly 


to him, and charges it to him. 


that mistake is corrected. 


the number of sheets charged to him inthe morn- | 


mig for bronzing, he takes 1t back to the counting 


clerk and delivers the paper over to her, and then | 


That makes 
There, in the simple process 
of getting the paper from the paper clerk and de- 
livering it to the bronzer and carrying it back, it 
has been counted four times. 


he is credited with so much paper. 
his accountcorrect, 


‘Then after it goes back to the counting clerk, 
and Is needed to be delivered to some other per- || 


eon for some other operation, say to the man who 
is going to make the first impression, so many 
sheets are counted outto him, and charged to him. 
He does his work, and finding it right, carries it 
back, and his account is correct. So it is with 
every operation until the whole work is perfected, 
and the last work to be done is to puton the seal. 
Jt then comes back to the counting clerk; is there 


again counted; is delivered to the sealing clerk, | 


and then brought back and counted again. 

In this operation sheets are destroyed some- 
times. For instance, a sheet will be torn, and it 
is necessary to replace it. Howisitdone? Say 
a thousand sheets are counted out, and given to 
a clerk who has it in charge distinct from the 
counting clerk, which are put in packages by 
themselves. When asheet 1s wanted for the pur- 
pose of duplicating one which has been destroyed 
one 1s taken out from the package, and this de- 


stroyed or imperfect sheet is put right in its place, | 


so that when every one of these sheets is used in 
this way, you have a thousand imperfect sheets 
in their place brought in, 

Ido not undertake to say that this operation 
cannot be made more secure. I think it very likely 
it can; because | think it can be improved, as 
everything else can; but I think the statement of 
the Senator from Missouri was calculated to con- 
vey & wrong Impression, It certainly conveyed 
a different impression from what I got. It un- 
doubtedly conveyed truthfully the impression the 
Senator got, 


But that is not precisely the point. The point 


is, Whether these experiments should be continued 
further; because this objection as to insecurity ap- 
plies to the printing ofthe paper, wetas wellasdry; 
itapplies to the whole system of printing in the 
‘Treasury Department, and involves the important 
question of the work being done there or in New 
York. I desire to state one thing to illustrate this 
method of printing in the Treasury Department 
or printing in New York. 

The engraver takes a piece of steel plate, and 
he engraves upon it the precise bill that he wants, 
upon softened steel. Then that plate is hardened, 


made aghard asthe workmancan make it. ‘Then || 
there is a hard piece of steel, what they call a || ferent individuals. 


i sO as 





| | have ever seen. 
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roller, Jaid upon one end, and a pressure brought | 
upon it, and itis rolled over this plate; so that that | 


roller takes the impression from the plate upon 
the roller itself, thatroller being softened. Then 
after it is upon the roller, the roller is hardened, 
to be made as hard as the workman can 
make it, and from that roller, rolled upon plates 


one after another, you can get as many impres- | 


sions of that plate, almost,as you please. Now, 
some of these engravings were made in New York, 
and some of those rollers were made in New York, 


‘| and acontroversy arose between the Secretary of || 


the Treasury and theengravers inNew York, who 
should have these rolls to keep, and have charge 
of them. ‘The bank-note companies refused to let 


him have them; and they have got these rolls to- | 


day, and can take as many impressions as they 


|| choose. You rely upon their honesty, and I dare || 


say they may be perfectly honest people. Lonly 
mention it to show that these rollers are out of the 


control of the Government; whereas if your work | 


is done here the rollersare all kept here, and they 
are kept under the direction of men beyond the 
control of Mr. Clark. 


Mr. CONNESS obtained the floor. 
Mr. HENDERSON. 1 desire to make one 


| remark, if the Senator pleases, while this subject 
| is fresh in my mind 


Mr. CONNESS. I 
Mr. HENDERSON, 
Hampshire certainly misunderstood me if he un- 


ield. 


| derstood me to castany reflection upon any officer | 


in the Department. 


Mr. CLARK. I did not understand the Sen- 


| ator so, and did not mean to say so. WhatI did | 
say was that his remarks were calculated to give | 
| a wrong impression about the security there | 


might be there. 


Mr. HENDERSON. If there is a want of se- 


| curity in the ‘Treasury Department in printing 

this paper the sooner the Senate knows it the bet- | 
| say there is a want of security in it. I | 
undertake to say that if Mr. Clark were a dis- | 
honest man he could take out of the Treasury | 


ter. 


Department every evening twenty-five, fifty, or 


one hui dred thousand dollars in bonds or any- | 
thing of that sort that hedesired. I say that that | 
|| can be done. 

The Senator says he can get nopaper unless it 
isstamped. Whatsort of astamp isthat? Why, | 


sir, | would not have observed it hardly if the 
gentleman who is at the head of the paper de- 
partment had not called my attention to it. Itis 
avery small stamp just on the margin of the 
sheet. In making the impression it does not reach 
the stamp, and in trimming the sheets afterward, 
the stamp is always cutoff. Youcannot see that 
stamp upon a bond orupona Treasury note. This 
old paper clerk never sees it after it leaves him, 
and whether he has any settlement or not I do not 
know. I think he said he never had any settlement. 
Lasked Mr. Clark himself, (and I believe the Sen- 
ator was presentat the time,) * Is that any check 
upon you?’ He replied, * [can put that stamp 


| upon a thousand sheets in the ceurse of a few 
| hours; I can go and make a stamp, and put it on 
| the sheets as fast asl choose. 


39 


Mr. Clark himself, and [ think it was stated in 


the presence of the Senator from New Hamp- || 


shire. Any mechanic could make such a stamp; 


and I look upon Mr. Clark as one of the finest | 


mechanics in the country, perhaps superior to any 
There is no difficulty in mak- 
ing a stamp to compare with this stamp, and to 
make asimilarimpression with this stamp. Even 


acheck. Where is he a check? 
Clark himself, ‘* Do you receive the paper first 
from the paper makers? Is it shipped to you, 
or is it shipped to the paperclerk?’’ He told me 
it was shipped to him and not to the clerk; that 


he turned itover himself to the clerk. Is he bound | 


to turn itall over? May he not keep fifty thou- 
sand sheets back? He can go and buy it. This 
is what I complained of. I say if he were a dis- 


honest man, and [ do not pretend to say he is, | 


he could abstract as much paper and as many 
bonds as he chose. 

The Senator says this paper is counted by dif- 
Does not the Senator know 








I mention this to show the || 
necessity of this work being under the control of | 
| the Government. | 


The Senator from New | 
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that in making these impressions there are hun- 
dreds and hundreds of sheets that are returned jn 
a damaged condition? 

Mr. CLARK. Not that many. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Well, say six or seven 
sheets with one workman during the day. They 
are workinga great many wet presses there; some 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred I suppose, 


, and they are working a large number of hydro- 
| static presses, 


A great number of those impres- 
sions are badly made. ‘Take the case of a news- 
paper. It is not every impression that is a good 
one. Those upon which bad impressions are 
made are cast aside. If a workman during the 
day loses eight or ten out of his nine hundred, 
he only accounts for the good impressions. Now 
I ask, may nota workman return at night eight 
or nine bad impressions of $1,000 bonds? 

Mr. HOWE. My friend will allow me to ask 
him if each one of those workmen who takes pos- 
session of any portion of this paper does not ac- 
count for each sheet of the paper? 

Mr. HENDERSON. If the Senator will wait 
a moment I will explain that. 

Mr. CONNESS. I yielded to the Senator from 
Missouri because I did not think he would occupy 


| a great deal of time; but if he is going to discuss 


the question at length L must claim the floor. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Iam not going to dis- 
cuss itat length. If the Senator had not inter- 
rupted me he would have seen what I was driving 
at. I know the workmen have to account for the 
bad sheets; they have to return them; but I say 
that Mr. Clark may put into the hands of one 
single workman, if he chooses to do it, and get 
forty $1,000 notes printed, on paper that never 
went into the paper clerk’s hands at all. 

Mr. HOWE. How so? 

Mr. HENDERSON. The Senator will see in 
an instant. It would only be necessary for him 
to corrupt one maa. He has only to corruptone 
single individual in the Department; because there 
is not a sufficient check on the paper department. 

Mr. HOWE. I cannot assent to that propo- 
sition. 

Mr. GRIMES. Who appoints them ? 

Mr. HENDERSON. I do not know who ap- 
points them. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I submit to my friend from 
Missouri whether upon the question immediately 
before the Senate the topics to which he is refer- 
ring are pertinent. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Iam aware that this is 


_ out of order; but I desire to say a word or two in 
| answer to the statement of my friend from New 


Hampshire, that | was mistaken on this subject. 
It is a matter of importance; and while this sub- 


| ject is up, I think there is nothing improper in 


referring to a matter of such vast Importance in 


‘ order that the proper legislation may be had to 


provide checks that [ do not perceive to be at pres- 
entin that Department. 

Mr. CONNESS. When the question now be- 
fore the Senate—whether the proposition of the 
House of Representatives discontinuing these 


| experiments in paper should be stricken out and 


we should insert in lieu thereof an authority to 


|| the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain how 
I had that from | 


much is due to the parties connected with furnish- 
ing these machines spoken of, and that it may be 
paid—was before the Finance Committee, they 
examined it with all the care that could possibly 
be applied to it. In order that it might be ex- 
amined with relation to the exact quality and kind 
of printing, a sub-committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of the Senators who have addressed the 


| Senate to-day. With due respectto these Senators, 
| if it werenot so,itissubsequently cut off or taken || 
| off, and it affords no check at all. 
The Senator talks about this paper clerk being 

1 asked Mr. | 


with great deference to their judgment, and for 
the examination they have made, | submit that 
it has not been so thorough, nor complete, as in 
my opinion to authorize the expression of a defi- 
nite opinion now; I mean as to the amount of 
checks necessary to be imposed, and as to the 
manner in which the printing is carried on. As 
1 understand, that sub-committee expects to con- 
tinue their investigations and complete their re- 
searches, and then it will be for them to suggest 
what additional safeguards and checks may be 
adopted in connection with this printing, which 
is of so much importance. 

But the question now directly before us has 
been passed upon by the Finance Committee, ex- 
amined with all the care that they could apply te 
it, and I cannot see, upon a question of this kind, 
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that the Senate can do better than to accept the 
recommendation that that committee have made. 
They have certainly been guided by the greatest 
regurd for the public interests. Ll hope, sir, that 
we shall come to a vote upon the proposition as 
jt is before the Senate, so that we may get through 
with the bill which the Senator from Ohio now 
has before us. We have all got business wait- 
ing, important to us, but we cannot getat it untl 
we ure relieved from the pressure, worse than a 
hydrostatic pressure, from the Senator from Ohio, 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. CONNESS. Let us vote on this amend- 
ment. Weare all ready now. 

Mr. GRIMES. No, we are not. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 insist on my motion. 

Mr. CONNESS. Ido not wish to discuss now 
a matter that is irrelevant. When I said we were 
ready to vote the Senator from Lowa said, ** No, 
we are not.’”? I listen with great attention to the 
Senator from Iowa when he discusses naval af- 
fairs, and when he goes into the minutia of the 
subject, and feel that 1 am instructed when he 
speaks; but I hope he will not continue the dis- 
cussion of this proposition, and prevent us from 
voting on the subject. 1 hope we shall geta vote. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The motion of Mr. Witson was agreed to; 


and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business; and after some time spent 


therein the doors were reopened, and the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuunspay, February 9, 1865. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Mr. Gray. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. J.C. ALLEN. 


absence for my colleague, Mr. Roprnson, who 


Prayer 


I ask indefinite leave of | 


has been called away from his seat by indisposi- | 


tion in his family. 
There being no objection, leave was granted. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. PRUYN. [desire to make an inguiry in 
regard to the minutes. I wish to know in what 
manner the proceedings of the joint convention 


of the two Houses yesterday have been brought | 


upon the Journal of this House. 
The SPEAKER. In pursuance of the law 


which provides that the proceedings of the joint | 


convention shall be spread upon the Journals of 
both Houses. 


Mr. PRUYN. I did not hear that part of the 


Journal read, and | want to know in what man- 


ner those proceedings are introduced. Is it on 
the report of the Speaker as to what took place? 

The SPEAKER, ‘The uniform usage, follow- 
ing, as the Chair understands, the provision of 
the law, is that such proceedings shall be placed 
upon the Journals of both Houses; and of course 
that is done in each House under the direction of 
the Journal Clerk, who is responsible for the Jour- 
nal. 

Mr. PRUYN. The parliamentary method of 
stating the matter,according to the practice in 
other legislative bodies, would be that the Senate 


had met the House in joint convention, and that, | 


when the House resumed its session, the Speaker 
reported that the joint convention had transacted 
certain business, stating that business. I do not 
know how the proceedings of yesterday are in- 
troduced in our Journal. Ll was not here when 
the Cierk read that portion of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will examine the 
matter during the day, referring to the law or 
rule on the subject. 

Mr. PRUYN. I think that this is a question 
of parliamentary practice, in regard to which our 
Journal should be right if it is wrong. 

The SPEAKER. The present understanding 
of the Chair is that the rule or law makes it im- 
perative that the proceedings shall be placed upon 
the Journals of both Houses. 

Mr. PRUYN. I think that the practice has 
been in other cases that, when the House has re- 
sumed its session, the Speaker has reported what 
has taken place in the joint meeting. 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken 
so far as the practice of this House is concerned. 
The present occupant of t chatr has been pres- 
ent on two previous occ SIONS When the pres 
tial vote was counted, and the form of proceeding 
has been in this respect the same as that read 
from the Journal to-day. 

Mr. PRUYN.>+ In what way do the proceed- 
ings get upon our Journal? 

The SPEAKER. ‘They are placed there by 
the Journ al Cle rk. 

Mr.PRUYN, Let the Clerk read that portion 
of the Journal which introduces the proceedings 
of the joint convention, 

The Clerk re ad, as follows: 

“The Senate attended in the Hall of the House. 

©The President of the 
as the Presiding Om 


Senate took the Speaker’s chair, 


tr, in pursuance of the joint rule ot the 


two Houses, the Speaker being seated on his lett, and the 

Senators having taken the its provided for them. 
‘The President of the Senate then proceeded, in the 

presence of the two tlouses of Congress, to opeu the cer 


tificates of the electors of the 


Mr. PRUYN. parliament- 
ary. I refer to itas a matter of parliamentary 


practice, 


several States,” Ke. 


That is cle arly not 
Our Journal Clerk undertakes to say 
what was done in the joint convention of the two 
Houses. That shouldbe an announcement from 
the Speaker to the House when the House re- 
sumes ifs session. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That would be at variance 
with the practice heretofore followed upon the 
Journals of the House on such oceasions. The 
Chair does not feel at liberty to order the change 
proposed, but he will entertain a motion for the 
correction of the Journal, 

Mr. PRUYN. It is only a question of parlia- 
mentary practice, as to the manner in which we 
get these proceedings upon our Journal. 1 do 
not see how our Clerk can put them there, as he 
has done. 

The SPEAKER. The jointrules for the guid- 
ance of both Houses require that the Vice Presi- 
dent shall take the chatr, and that the Clerks of 
the two Houses shall, with the tellers, take seats 
in front. 

Mr. PRUYN. Those proceedings are not our 
proceedings; they are the proceedings of the joint 
convention of the two Houses. 

The SPEAKER. The Journal has been made 
up in strict accordance with the usage. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. KASSON. | 


ask to take up and concur 


|} in an amendment of the Senate to a House bill. 


Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 


I do not object if the morning hour has not com- 


menced. 


|} to come in after the morning hour. 


The SPEA KER. The order ofthe ELouse yes- 
terday looked to the fact that there should be a 
morning hour, and when the regular order shall 
be demanded the morning hour will commence, 
and not before, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My purpose 
will be subserved, then, by demanding the regular 
order of business when lL want the morning hour 
to commence? 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House, 
making a morning hour imperative, conference 
reports and other privileged questions will have 
The inten- 
tion was that there should be a morning hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. ‘hat, un- 
doubtedly, was my understanding. The morning 
hour has not yet commence d? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

ACTING ASSISTANT TREASURERS, ETC. 

Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, moved 
to take up House bill No. 639, to provide for Act- 
ing Assistant Treasurers or depositaries of the 
United States in certain cases, 

The motion was agreed to. 


The amendment of the Senate was to insert 


the words, ** with the approval of the Secretary of 


the Treasury.” 

Mr. KASSON moved to concur in the amend- 
ment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. KASSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment wasconcurred in; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


, six calendar months. 
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MAJOR DAVID H. HASTINGS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 


m the Secretary of War transmit rin com 
with a resolution of the House, the record 
fthe late t by court-martial of Major David 
H. Hastings. 
Mr. DAWES. I move that it be laid upon the 
table and ordered to be rinted, 


Mr. BROOKS. Whactis the ease, that we should 
have al \ mass of papers iit f 
The SPEAKER. [tis the case that has been 
referred to so fre que ntly in debate upon the floor. 
Mr. DAWES. The ImMportane eof the case de- 


mands that these paper 





sshould be printed in order 
that the people may see them. 

Mr. COX. 
printed? 


~ The SPEAKER. 


Is all of that large bundle to be 
The motion to lay on the 
table is not debata le. : 
Mr. COX. Does not the motion to print go to 
the Committee cn Printing? 
The SPEAKER. It does 
priat eXtra copies 
Mr. COX. Is the motion divisible ? 
The SPEAKER. I[tis 
Mr. COX. Then Lask that it be divided, 
Mr. DAWES. On the question of printing, al- 
low me to say that, although those documents are 
voluminous, itis a precedent to the country. | 
want to know whether a man who stand 
Vie ted of twenuly 


not; only motions to 
gro lo that committee, 


‘ con- 
six forgeries is only to be sus- 
pended for a term from rank and pay. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion to lay on the 
table is not debatable. ° 

Mr. DAWES. 1 withdraw that motion; and 
I desire to say one word in support of the motion 
to print. At the end of six mouths this man goes 
back into the Army, with the record in the War 
Db partment that he has been convicted by ecourt- 
martial of twenty-six forgeries and the embezzle- 
mentof $26,000. Suchis the record. Now, he may 
have been improperly convicted; the evidence 
may not have sustained the conviction. [Lknow 
nothing at all about it; but he is either guilty or 
he 3s not guilty. if he is not rulily of those 
charges, itseems to me the War Departmentought 
to have set aside the verdict, and ordered him to 
be tried again, rather than have permitted the con- 
viction to remain, and alter the sentence to the 
miserable adjudication that the amountof penalty 
which is to be affixed upon forgery and embez- 
ziementin this country is only uw suspension of 
pay and rank for six calendar months, 

1 undeestand from the proceedings on the trial 
that not only was this man convicted on these 
charges, but that he hired witnesses to absent 
themselves; that the witnesses testified upon the 
stand to his giving them three and five thousand 
dollars, and olner § | 


ums, to absent themselves in 


Canada, outof reachof process. This case may 
be all wrong, and he m iy tiave been convicted 
upon insuffictent or unreliable testimony; but if 
that is so l wantto know why the verdict was 
not set aside; why the War Department did not 

ty thathe wasimproperly convicted, But while 
the judgment stands in this way, with the finding 


p nalty affixed to 


of guilty approved, with the 
it, itappears that the judgment of the War De- 
partment is that a sufficient penalty for these 
enormous crimes is simply a suspension of rankc 
and pay for six calendar months. 

It is a matter of money-making on his part; he 
goes off with the $26,000 in his pocket, not being 
required to restore it, for such is the finding and 
such the record leftin the War Department. Now 


as | have already said, l know not whether justly 
orunjustly, he stands convieted, but the War De- 
partment seemed to be dissatisfied that the court 
which convicted him should sentence him to a 
pr nalty which seems to ine to be a proper one 
for s@ enormous acrime. ‘The sentence of the 
ceenancud was that he should pay a fine of 
5,000, be confined two years, should restore the 
$26,000 that he had embezz !, and should con- 
tinue in confinement unt ie had paid the fine 
and restored the $26,009, if the cor finement did 
notexeceed five yeat ‘That seems to mea pun- 
ishment in some measure adequate, but the War 
Dep irtment, wi ut ng aside the verdict of 


guilty, set aside the sentence attached to that ver- 
) ituted this paltry sentence 
ion of pay and reduction of rank for 
He goes back into the 


dietof gvullty,ar d ubst 


of suspens 
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Army with his associates, as one of them, with 
this brand of forgery and embezzlement upon 
him, and yet only forfeits his pay aud rank. 


Mr. GANSON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tlheman what he expects to accomplish, beyond 
allowing us to re the papers. 


Mr. DAWES. 
printed, § 


I intend to get this matter 
9 that we can see what peculiar reason 


there was forthe War D partment attaching such 
a penalty for such acrime. The proceedings of 
the court-martial presented to me were accom- 


panied by the proceedings of a court-martial upon 
a poor soldier who, being drunk, happened to in- 
sult an officer, and he was sent for five years to 
the Dry Tortugas; and yet nobody in the War 
Depariment ever thought that too heavy a pen- 
alty upon the poor s jut when a horse 
Inspec omething of that kind, plunders the 
United States by vouchers forged by him, or by 
others used by him, and knowing them to be 
forged, he is only worthy, in the opinion of the 
War Department, of six months’ suspension of 
pay and rank, at the expiration of which period 
he goes back whitewashed into the Army. 

Mr. COX. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that, when I made objection 
to printing this document, I did not know that it 
related to the case referred to by the gentleman 
the other day. I will not object to printing the 
document, although the bundle appears to be 
large. ‘The case calls for publicity, and the only 
way of correcting these enormous outrages is to 


eX pose them to the peo 


ss evap 
noaier, 


pie. 


| If this case be as is 


stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts, it 
ought 7 be spread before the country broadcast, 
im order to correct by public opinion the action 
of the War Department. 

Mr. GANSON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman that the best way would be to call the 
head of the Department upon the floor, and inter- 
rogate him as to what has been done. 


Mr. COX. I do not want him to be called into 
this House. ‘That remark is entirely out of this 
cuse. 


Mr. DAWES. When the case is printed I de- 
sire to have itgo before the country, that they may 
pass judgmentupon the remarkable state of things 
which the record discloses. 

The SPEAKER. Perhaps it is just tothe De- 
pariment that the concluding report of the Judge 
Advocate General should be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

It is recommended that the findings and sentence be 
disapproved. J. HOLT, 

Judge A !vocate General, 

Mr. BROOKS, I suggest that the whole docu- 
ment ought to be read ifany part of it is read. 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman demand 
the reading of it? 

Mr. BROOKS, 

‘The SPEAKER. 
to demand the reading of the entire document on 
the motion to print. 

Mr. DAWES. I have the official record here, 
signed by E. D.'Townsend, in which the only thing 


- a + 
I ao now, 


set aside is the sentence. ‘The verdict of guilty’? | 


I should like to havea 
letter which my friend from Pennsylvania before 
me [Mr, ‘Puayver] has, from the judge advocate 
who conducted the trial, read at the desk, if any 
part of the record is read. 1 call the previous 
question on the motion to print. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the communication was ordered to be 
printed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


stands recorded to-day. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Forn@gy, its 
Secretary, informed the Llouse that the Senate, 
iv the absence of the Vice President, had elected 
Hou. Danter Ciark, of New Hampshire, Presi- 
dent pro tempore of the Senate. 


SALE OF MINERAL LANDS. 

Mr. JULIAN. 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness during the morning hour, which now cem- 
mences, is the call of committees for reports, com- 
imencing with the Committee on Public Lands. 


1 call for the regular order of 





The gentleman has a right | 


| or dispute about its philosophy. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


Mr. JULIAN, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, reported back bill of the House No. 730, |) 
| to provide forthe subdivision and sale of the gold 


and silver lands of the United States, and others 


| containing valuable minerals, for the coining of the 
| products of such lands, and for other purposes. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish to 
have the bill read. It is a billtupon a very im- 
portant subject, which I have not been able to 
examine, and one in which I take a great deal of 
interest. 

Mr. JULIAN.” 
action now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
not insist on the reading. 

The SPEAKER. ‘lhe time consumed by the 
reading would not come out of the time of the 


The bill is not reported for 


Then I will 


gentleman from Indiana, but it would come out 
| of the morning hour,and the morning hour would 


expire before the conclusion of the gentleman’s 
hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen- 
tleman from Indiana does not desite to consider 
the bill now, of course I will not take up the time 
of the Ilouse by having it read. 

Mr. JULIAN. Mr. Speaker, the policy of the 
Governmentin dealing with the vast mineral re- 
sources of the nation is awabject of the highest 
moment to the people, and invokes the early and 
earnestattention of Congress. No one can over- 
state its magnitude, considered in relation to the 
actual facts of our condition to-day. In seasons 
of prosperity and peace our country can endure 
much mal-administration and very serious finan- 
cial mistakes; but these are not to be hazarded in 
this crisis of her history. Weare compassed about 
with perils and pressing necessities, and must hus- 
band both our wisdom and our resources, if we 
hope to save the Republic. 


| ‘Ihe measure I have had the honor to report 


| from the Committee on Public Lands proposesa 
radical and entire change in the present policy of 
the Government respecting its lands containing 
the precious metals. It provides for vesting the 
fee in individual proprietors by public and private 
sale, instead of retaining the title in the Govern- 
ment and treating their occupants as tenants at 
will. Itcontemplates their survey and subdivis- 
ion into small tracts, and fixes a minimum price 
upon them, graded according to size, locality, and 
mineral value. It prohibits combinations among 
bidders at the public sales, and the purchase of 
any lands by foreigners, except those who shall 
have declared their intention to become citizens. 
It provides that actual discoverers and workers of 
mining localities shall have the right to purchase 
them at the minimum price, and thus relieve them- 
selves from the disadvantage of competing with 
rich capitalists. [It limits the quantity of mineral 
land which any single purchaser may buy to forty 
acres, It requires that the gold and silver ex- 
tracted shall be coined in the mints of the United 
States, empowers the President to lay off the min- 
| ing regions into suitable coining districts, and 
compels miners to have their gold and silver coined 
in the districts in which they are faund. It fur- 
ther provides thatevery purchaser shall first take 


| the oath of loyalty to the United States prescribed 


by law, and that the net proceeds of the sales of 
these lands shall be dedicated and applied to the 
payment of the principal and interest of the bonds 
of the United States. This is a brief outline of 
the main features of the bill; and I propose, in 


| entering upon its discussion, to refer to some 


preliminary considerations which fairly open the 
way. 
That the present condition of our currency is 


| an unsound one, is a proposition which no man 
|, will dispute. ‘That the only safe basis for a finan- 


cial medium of exchange is coin, may be affirmed 
as equally true. Itis needless to deny this fact 
The civilized 
world has so adjudged. The question may fairly 
| be accepted as a settled one, that gold and silver 
| constitute the true medium of exchange and the 
permanent standard of value. No financial pol- 
icy therefore can be trusted which does not con- 
template a return to specie payments as soon as 
practicable, This is the opinion of Mr. McCul- 
loch, the able Comptroller of our national banks. 
| He says, ** it should be the object of all honora- 
| ble bankers to expedite, as far as possible, rather 


| than to postpone, a return to specie payments,”? | 
| and that “it must never be forgotten that the 


K. 


| ing their obligations in coin.”’ 
| securities may be very current to-day, because 





| increase of coin during the same period. 








| specie? 


| can meet the financial difficulty. 





people. 
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business of the country rests upon an unsound 
basis, or rather is without a proper basis, as long 
as the Government and the banks are not meet- 
Our Government 


they are sustained by popular confidence and the 


| tide of fortune which seems to be sweeping away 


all obstacles to the triumph of the national cause, 
But this confidence may not be abiding. What 
we most of all need is such a policy as will sus- 
tain popular confidence, even under military fail- 
uresanda prolonged war; and sucha policy must 
embody the fundamental principle just stated, 
But to this end, Mr. Speaker, the quantity of 
the precious metals must be increased. ‘The 
startling disproportion of gold and silver to other 
values, and to our commercial wants, must in 
some way be destroyed or greatly reduced. The 
property of the United States within the last ten 
years has increased about nine hundred million 
dollars per year. ‘This increase is estimated to 
be more than two hundred times greater than the 
These 
are very suggestive and significant facts. ‘The 
growth of our commerce and the issue of paper 
money and Government securities still further 
complicate our financial condition, and demand, 


| as an absolute necessity, an increase of the quan- 


tity of gold and silver. If this is not provided 
for the price of coin will continue to advance, 
and by its effect upon Government stocks and 


| prices generally must seriously-cripple the pros- 


ecution of the war, and most injuriously affect 
the welfare of the whole country. Here is the 
real problem of our finances, if not also a prob- 
lem involving the national life. ‘That we are to 
crush the rebellion, and that speedily, few meu 
can any longer doubt. Every passing day is 
demonstrating that our military power is amply 
adequate tothe task it hasin hand, Of the ques- 
tions growing out of the war which yet remain 
to be settled, the grand one, and by far the most 
difficultof solution, is that of our finances. How 
can the further inflation of the currency be pre- 
vented, and a return to specie payments become 
possible, without increasing the quantity of 
Even should the war be ended within 
the present year, and permanent peace be restored, 
the question [ am presenting must continue a 
vital one, demanding the early and most earnest 
consideration of statesmen. 

Perhaps it will be said that increased taxation 
I agree that it 
may partially do so. If Congress, in the early 
stages of the war, had known how fo tax, and had 


| possessed the courage to impose such burdens 


upon the people as the national exigency de- 
manded, our financial condition would have been 
incalculably better than we now find it. The price 
of gold would not have gone up as we have seen 
it. The great mass of the people, who are inter- 
ested in stable and moderate prices, would not 
have been compelled to buy the necessaries of life 
at the enormous and ruinous rates which have 
resulted from the inflation of the currency, un- 
accompanied by courageous efforts in the way of 
taxation to defray the expenses of the war as it 
progressed. The Government, in the purchase 
of its vast supplies for our grand armies, would 
have been able to do so at such reasonable rates 
as to have saved hundreds of millions of dollars, 


| thus husbanding our resources, maintaining the 


national credit, and insuring the confidence of the 
A system of vigorous taxation, inau- 
gurated early in the year 1862, before the derange- 


/ment of the currency was made manifest, and 


steadily maintained since that time, would have 
saved to the country more than a million dollars 
per day, thus averting the frightful national debt 
which has accumulated, and is rapidly increasing 
through the failure of timely and adequate tax- 
ation. 

But these legislative mistakes cannot be undone. 
We are compelled to deal with the present as the 
past has made it. Congress, within the last three 
years, has been learning the science of taxation. 
Our burdens, while they are by no means crush- 
ing, are heavy. Undoubtedly we shall be com- 
pelled to increase them in any event of the future; 
but no rate of taxation which any public man will 
dare propose, or which the people would endure, 
will help the country out of its financial crisis. 
Some policy which will secure to the Govern- 
ment a fresh and liberal supply of the precious 
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metals will be found absolutely aneenery: If, 
therefore, there is anywhere an available source 
of revenue yet untouched, by which the burdens 
of the people may be greatly relieve d and the na- 
tion itself rescued from the financial Muael- 
strom which threatens to swallow it up, it be- 


vreat 
grea 


comes our chosen and highest duty to seek Ltuat 





source of revenue, and coin it into the national 
service. Sir, L believe it requires no divining-rod 
- find it, and that all we need, in the words of 

Ir. Ruggles, is to “uncover the mountains of 


sold and silver garnered up by Providence to 
meet the cost of si wing our nation’s life.”’ 

The auriferous region of the United States on 
the western portion of the continent extends from 
th irty -one degrees and thirty minutes north lat- 
jtude to the forty-ninth pare allel, and from one 
hundred degrees of longitude to the Pacific, em- 
bracing portions of Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, 
New Mexico Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Califor- 
nia, Oregon, W ashington, Idaho, and Montana, 
and covering an area of more than a million 
square miles. ‘These vast re Fions are described 
in official reports as stretching longitudinally and 
spurs, crossed and linked together by 
intervening ridges, connecting the whole system 
by five princip ail ranges, dividing the country Into 
an equal number of basins, eac h being nearly sur- 
rounded by mountains and watered b ry Mountain 
streams and snows, thereby Mterspersing this im- 
mense territory with bodies of agricultural lands 
equal to the support not only of miners, but ofa 
Sonn po} pulation, r 


: ' 
in lateral 


Phese mountains are literally 

tocked with miner a. , gold and silver being in- 
terspersed in profusion over this immense sur- 
face, and daily brought to light by new discov- 
erie 

According to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, a greater amount of mineral wealth 
is to be found in the territory of the United States 
than in all other habitable countries. Before the 
discovery of the precious metals in California the 
annual production of gold in all parts of the world 
did not exceed an average of $18,000,000. ‘The 
present annual production in California alone is 
estimated at $70,000,000. ‘The Commissioner « f 
the General Land Office, in his re port for 1562, 
estimated the production of gold in that year, i) 
California and the other weste rm g yld-bearing 
regions, at $100,000,000; and the Secretary of the 
Titerior, in his report of the same year, estimated 
that if an amount of labor relatively equal to that 
ex pended in California had been applied to the gold 
fields known to exist outside of that State, the 
preenelens including that of California, would 
mave exceeded $400,000,000. ‘Taking into ac- 
count subsequent and quite recent discoveries in 
our mining regions, and especially in Arizona, | 
think it safe to say that an annual product of 
$1,000,000,000 might be realized under a just 
policy which would atonce invite laborersto our 
western Territories and reward them by rich re- 
turns. I quote the following facts from the offi- 
cial report just referred to: 

“The usual size of a mining claim in the quartz region 
is one hundred feet on the line of the lode or vein, and one 
hundred feet on each side, equal to an area of twenty thou 
sand square feet. or say twelve hundred claims to the square 
mile. Allow thatouly one hundredth part of the mouniain 
surface is occupied by paying leads or veins, and there will 
be space for three million six hundred thousand claims. 
But Governor Evans, of Colorado, estimates the already 
discovered gold bearing region of that Territory as affording 
ample room tor eight hundred thousand claims, and states 
that new discoveries are daily increasing with area. A 
glance at the map is sufficient to show that the mineral re 
gion of Colorado occupies less than one sixth of the whole 
extent under cousideration ; but assume it to be one sixth, 
and there will be ample extent on this basis tor four million 
eight hundred thousand claims, which, if worked, would 
give employment to twenty million men.”’ 

These peegnent facts, Mr. Speaker, are sup- 
plied by the Government itself; and yet, weighed 
down with debt, and threatened with bankrupte y 
and ruin through the scarcity of gold and silver, 
it has adopted no policy whatever in dealing with 
our mineral lands, except the negative one of re- 
serving them from saie. The United States have 


left them open to our people and to the greed of 


monopolists from foreign countries for the past 
sixteen years, during which $1,000,000,000 have 
been extracted, without a dollar of reve nue to the 
national Treasury. Sir, this is financial profli- 
gacy. Itislegislative madness. If not repented 
of, and that speedily, it may end in national sui- 
cide. Our system of taxation reaches everywhere, 


THE CON 


prime sources of supply. They are exempt, 
while every other interestis made to groan under 
the pressure; and yet the 


Government 
ng over its grand Opportunity, declines to adopt 
n y peticy respe Lilie 


} 
them. It doves not sell 

mineral lands; it does not lease 

abandons them, while 


' vw 
oiemniy ! 


9 Mumvoecr- 


its 
them, it simply 


owning them in fee, and 





{,as the trustee of the people and by 
the Voustitutt n itself, to ** make all needful rules 
and regulations’’ for their governmentand the de- 
velopmen Iiow long will the 
people sport with their resources and | 
with their public servants who are thus recreant 
to the public rood? 
But assuming that this © let-alone”’ policy is to 
be abandoned by the Government, the in@portant 
question remains as to the disposition of these 
mineral lands. Asa saving Snaineial expedient 
and a wise national policy, what shall be done 
with them? This becomes an immediate, practi- 


cal question. ‘Three several 


tof their wealth. 
rele 


macthods of solving 
it have been advocated, namely, the system of 
ption of a tax upon he mining 

olute sale of the fee. The 
wo methods first named rest upon substantially 
the same pring 


leasing, the imp 
products, and the al 


ple. They both recognize the Uni- 
ted States as thi erpetual landlord of these vast 
pert 
,and the people who enter upon them 
as tenants, either for years or at will. ‘They are 
bothat war with our republican inst ‘They 
| 
are both in direct antagonism with the policy of 
sale which would ul terly div st the title of the 
Government, ane vest itin individual proprietors. 
[tis this latter policy which is submitted in the bill 
I have report d, and which [ propose 
argue. 
[he ordinance of 1785, for the disposal of the 
lands in the ** Western ‘lerritory’’ 


contained the 
first reservation of mineralland from sale. Some 
fifteen yea 


posst SSIOnS 


tutions. 


brie fly to 


rs later, authority 
leasing such lands. ‘The 
one time 


of law was given for 
folly of our rulers at 
went so faras to provide by law for 
leasing agricultural lands, and I mention this to 
show how unsafe it !s to make the past action of 
our Government the guide of our steps to-day. 
In 1507 the power to lease was confined to lead 
mines. In the Canadian bounty-land act of 1816 
lead mines and 
location. Congres 


springs were ¢ xcluded from 
3, however, by act of March 
3, 1829, conferred authority on the President to 
expose to sale as other public lands ** the several! 
lead mines and contiguous lands in the State of 
Missouri,”’ under certain specified restrictions; 
but with this excep ton the a5 y of reserving 
mineral lands from sale, and of leasing lead and 
copper mines, continued ull the year 1546, when 
Congress, on the llth day of July, ordered ** th 
reserved lead mines and contiguous lands in the 
States of Illinois and Arkansas’’ and the then 
‘Territories of Wisconsin and lowa’’ to be ex- 
post d to sale under certain conditions, the price 
being not less than two dollars and a half per acre 
In the following year Congress ordered the or- 
ganization of the Lake Superior district in the 
upper peninsula of Michigan, and the Chip pewa 
land district in Wisconsin, and provided for the 
sale of lands containing copps s lead, or other 
valuable ores, at a minimum price of five dollars 
per acre. 

These acts of Congress show how long and 
patiently the Government acted the 
tuuonal landlord over its national tenants, thie 
miners of the Northwest. And the experiment 
failed utterly. The leasing policy drew into the 
minting reglonsa population of vagrants 


ae 





part of na- 


sgzgamblers, 
and ruffans, excluding sober and intelligent cit- 
izens,and making the establishment of organized 
civil communities impossible. ‘Their houses were 
mere hovels and shanties. They resisted the 


payment of taxes on the products of the 


mines 
and killed the agents of the Government. The 
settlementand civilization of these mining regions 
was not only thus prevented, but neither the 
national ‘Treasury nor the miner was the pecuni- 
ary gainer under this policy. The Government 
at le neth was forced to adopt the p ylicy 
the fee, when a new ¢ 


of selling 
slass of men took possession 
of these regions as the owners of the soil, brought 
their families with them, laid the 
social order, expelled the barbarians who had se- 
cured a temporary occupancy, and thus at once 
promoted their own weifare, the real prosperity 
of the country, and the financial interests of the 


drawing revenue from all quarters, except these |, Government. 
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foundations of 


GS5 


Mr. Spe iker, this signal and very instructive 


failure of the leasing policy in the mines of | 

now, was preceded by l r ir one li l 
minesof Missouri. ‘Tl aovernment, as aireandy 
stat d, ad rprt a the I cyin ] Weand trie d ittor 
more than twenty year 1 that State Many 
le ases were t ike i, and F t q in Ss | { 
were dug from the m , but no rer were paid 
to the Government—** no, 1 id ir; not one 
cent.’’ L quote the words of Colonel Benton in 
the Senate of the United States,in the year 1823, 
after the experiment had been tried in his State 
fifteen years; and I fortufy my argument by his 


hich authority. I shall brine to my 
facts and his reasoning in 
I have submitted. 


aid both his 
discussing the measure 
* Thespiritof tenancy,” said 
he, ao everywhere the tine 
verse to improvements, always leaning toward 
the injury of the properly in poss ion, and 

ways holding back from the payment of rent.”’ 
The truth of this principle will 
mitted, and as an argument aga 


- it is a Spirit ad- 


universally ud- 
inst the pohey in 
question Is unanswer ible, and in itself 
to demand a totally different system. 


sufficient 
very land- 
lord and tenant, whether of mineral or 
tural lands, must 


“ugricul- 
admit its force. 

Colonel Benton declared that the fruit of this 
false system has been ‘‘injury to the national 
prosperity, loss to the national ‘Treasury, and a 
resource to foreign Powers to supply us with th 
arucles of which God in His providence has given 
to us more than He has given to them.”’ Ele ar 
gued that to continue this system would be ‘to 
perpetuate the landlord and tenant 
through rutthe vastextent of the mineral districts 
of the Federal 


Government, and holding tts domains and a 


relation of 


Republic, that landlord being the 
DOUY 
of tenantry within the limits of asovereign State.”’ 
Ile denied such a power to the kederal Govern- 
ment. ‘*I take my stand,’’ said he, **upon the 
words of the Constitution, and deny to the I'ed- 
eral Government a power to hold lands im any 
Dtate,except meee rrants 
ated, and for the purpose: 


made, in cases enumer- 
pecified inthe Consutu 
tion. ‘The monarchies of Europe have their serts 
and vassals, but the genius of the pen lic dis- 
claims the tenure and the spirit of vassalage, and 
calls for freemen, Owners of the soil, masters o 
their own castles, and free from the influence ol 
a foreign soveretzn.’’ ‘The effects of this policy 
he said would be * population ret irded, the im- 
provement of the country delayed, large bodies of 
land held free of taxation, and their elecuuons more 
or less influenced by the presence of meu holding 
their leases at the will of the Federal Govern- 
ment.’’ Ele woule ‘deliver up the mines and 
salines of the Re put blie to tl 
industry, rprise, 
to the interest, guided and sus- 
tained by the skill and capital of those who may 
choose to hold them.’’ 


ve pursuit of individual 
to the activity of individual ente 
care of individual 


Lie arzued that the Government would ** find 
its indemnity in the price which would be paid 
for them, and in the increased wealth of its ciu- 
zens, which is, in fact, the wealth of 
ment itself. 


soll, the 


the Govern 
Besides, without a freehold in the 
experience of all countries proves that 
the riches of the mineral kingdom can never be 
discovered or brought Into action, A lessee for 


years cannot incur the expense of sinking shaft 


== 9 
connecting them by galleries, opening ventilators, 
constructing hydraulic machines,, and buildin 
permanent furnaces. And without these labors, 


the mineral riches which le some hundred feet 
the bowels of the earth can never be discovered. 
All this is now proved on the mineral lands of 
the United States in Missouri. Fifty or sixty 
mines have bee n opens d, exhau the d, at d avan- 
doned. Yes, in the space of a few months a mine 
is exhausted, while in England mines are 


itl 


now 
worked which were opened two thousand years 
ago. The reason is obvious: the English miner, 


having the freehold of the soil, hus 
proves his property, and follows the vein down 

urd even to the distan of two thousand f 
The American lessee can only take what he finds 
near the surface of the ground. El 


minds and tm- 
' 


cannot pleres 


the rock in pursuitof the descending veins which 
kk id to the ereal d Ot ore LelOoWwW, blk can only 
pick out the eyes of the mine, without touching its 


body; 


nor is it SS pit to 


ll where nature has 


deposited her hidden treasures, except by opening 
the earth to the places where they lie 
In concluding hia speech, embodying so much 


ae 





al 


sa 


senda pt yal as Parco 
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both of areument and fact, and so forcibly ex- 


pressed, C el Benton relerred to the example 
of eng! ’ a 

“Int ear ag her base metals were considered as 
too precious for the people, and were reserved as Crown 
property. Her taine were leased out, and the great tin 
suis of Coruwall brought lie jiipostng sum of one hun 
a paces jeer Teen lther Lil proportion. In th 
r i Piilip and Mary this poli was changed The 
nmi ral kingdom, by an act of Parliament, ceased to be a 
monopoly inthe hands of the Crown It was delivered up 


to the skill and capital and industry ofindividuals, and the 
re-oli las been thatthe pper, un, coal, and salt 
dand bave carried the wealth and power of the Brit 
ishhempire toa height to which the mines of Peru and Mexico 

! Let us follow her example, 


iron. lead, ce 


could vever have exalted her 


not the example of ber dark ages, but of that enlightened 
period which bas made of a small island in the sea one of 
the richest and most powertul empires on the face of the 
glo! 


of the great statesman of Missouri, as embodied 
ina speech delivered in the Senate of the United 
States forty-two years ago. They did not fail 
of their purpose; for, though not heeded at the 
tume, they at length found their vindication in the 
actof Congress of 1829, already referred to, abol- 
ishing the system of tenancy in Missourt, and 
subjecting her mineral lands to sale; and still 


5 


ti 
These, Mr. Speaker, are some of the arguments | 





no permanent communities can be established. 
The nner cannot afford to build hima comforta- 
ble house, with substantial improvements around 
him, because he is simply a tenant at will. His 


dwelling will be a mere hovel, and every fuct of 


| his condition will testify of his transitory charac- 


ter. Ina country thus dealt with homes will be 
exceedingly ** fewand far between.’ In fact, a 
people without substantial habitations, and whose | 
time is largely employed in migrating from place 
to place, must practically dispense with domestic 
life. Thatthe proportion of men to women among 
sucha people should be three or four to one is 
not remarkable, nor should we be surprised that 
of the few women in the mines of California “a 


| con id@rable share are neither maids, wives, nor 


| our present mining policy. 


further in the acts of 1846 and 1847, inaugurating | 


the same reform in the lead and copper regions 
of Ilintos, Michigan, and Wisconsin. ‘To the 
extent of this legisiation the reasoning of Colonel 
senton has prevailed in the policy of the Govern- 
ment, and has been fully justified by time, If it 
be said that the policy of selling the fee of lands 
containing other minerals than those mentioned 


has not been tried, | reply that for that very rene | 


son there is no fact which can be adduced against 
ny and LT reply further, that the arguments | have 
employed, showing the principle of tenancy to be 


a vicious one, apply as legitimately to lands con- | 


tatnioe gvold and silver as to those containing cop- 
per and lead; to our great western ‘Territories as 
well as to regions far less remote. On the other 
hand, there is one unbroken chain of testimony 
against the policy of retaining the fee of min- 
eral lands in the Government, and dealing with 


their occupants as tenants, whether the lands | 


contain the precious or the useful metals, and 
whether they lie on this or the other side of the 
Rocky mountains, On this point fact and argu- 
ment join hands, and Jeave that policy totally 
unsupported, 

Mr. Speaker, the sale of our mineral lands is 
demanded by considerations which appeal, with 
irresistible force, to the common sense of every 
man who will allow himself tothink. Inthe first 
place, it will give security to land titles, and thus 
necessarily invite into the mining regions a pop- 
ulation of permanent settlers, and sober, intelli- 
gent, wealth-prodacing people. This has been 
shown in the case to which Ut have already re- 
ferred of the lead mines of Illinois, It must be 
remembered that population is notalways wealth, 
It should be permanent, industrious, and able to 
find its support in the rewards of labor and the 
general prosperity which that labor secures. Un- 
der the policy which treats miners as mere ten- 
ants at will permanent settlements are Impossi- 
ble. No setuer can haveany security forthe claim 
he may select. He can have no sure protection 
against its forfeiture. Since he has no better title 
to the land he occupies than he has to the whole 
of the unoceupied country around him, he ts per- 
petually tempted to change his temporary habita- 
tion, Having no tie of ownership to bind him to 
the soil, and no permanent improvements on it, 
he is at perfect liberty atany moment to ‘ take 
up hisbed and walk.’’ Hence it is that our miners 
are proverbially nomadic. ‘Their unsettled and 
roving habits will not allow them to accumulate 
property for themselves, while they contribute 
nothing to the permanent growth of the country. 
What Colonel Benton said of the leasing system 
in Missouri applies, in all its force, to the super- 
ficial mining of these wandering tribes, who have 
no tle to the soil, It is madness to hope for rev- 
enue to the Government, or the development of 
our mineral resources, through the agency of 
such a population and such a policy; nor is there 
any possible remedy save in the sale of these 
lands in fee to acual settlers. 

‘The policy for which | plead is urged by kin- 
dred aud stronger reasons, Under our present 
system there can be no homes in the mining re- 
gious. Where there is nosecurity for land turtles, 
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|} mother guards the life of her child. 


widows.’’ ‘This is the saddest fact connected with 
y. It is a conspiracy 
against the establishmentand sacredness of Amert- 
can homes, 

It has been said, with truth, that the best part 
of the education of every man and woman is re- 
ceived at home. This 1s the grand school for 
virtue. The most precious interests of life belong 
to it. One of our most gifted American writers 
says that just so far as the family is improved, 
iis duties performed, and its blessings prized, all 
artificial institutions of society, including Gov- 
ernment itself, are superseded. ‘The family is the 
foundation of the State, the peculiar institution of 
God. The Government, therefore, should throw 
its parental wing over it, and guard it as the 
My chief 
quarrel with our existing policy is that it makes 
the establishment of homes practically impossible 
in vast regions of our unoccupied territory, which 
else might be carved up into independent home- 
steads, and dotted over by smiling habitations. 
This is the crowning argument against the sys- 
tem of tenancies at will. Under it, civil society, | 


| practically speaking, cannot exist in the mining 


| mers 2 
revions, 


The virtual outiawry of woman forbids 


jit. Public opinion, which in well-regulated com- 


it 
; Munities exerts a wholesome power over the in- 


dividual, is hereunfelt. The better class of miners 
soon leave the country, while the lower and more 


| brutalized classes are constantly swelled by that 
i law of moral gravitation which draws kindred 


| the occupants of the soil. 


spirits together. Nothing can arrest the growth 
and dominating influence of this evil element but 
the policy of conferring permanent homes upon 


This wiil drive out 


| the vicious, the thriftless, the dissipated, as it did 


| overlooks this principle. 


| rity. 


|} tion in their stead. 
| mines willbe extracted, and, by becoming the sub- 


in the lead and copper regions of the Northwest, 
and introduce order, industry, and real civiliza- 
With these, the wealth of the 


| ject of taxation, increase the revenues of the Gov- 


ernment while rewarding the miner for his toil. | 
The sale of our mineral lands, Mr. Speaker, is 
to be vindicated by sull other considerations. No 
country can prosper in which land coes not be- 
come valuable, and increase in value with the in- 
crease of population. Our present policy totally 


provement, it necessarily keeps down its value. 
While it fails to draw from the mines the wealth 
which they contain, for reasons already given it | 
cripples enterprise in this and other directigns by 
depriving capital of the best possible security for 
its investment. Men will not lend their capital 
to mining projects when the title to the soil 1s in 
the Government, and cannot be pledged as secu- 
This non-employment of capital not only 


| retards mining, but keeps idle multitudes of labor- 


| ers who need employment. 


Capital, wanting in- 


| vestment somewhere, is sent to New York or to 


| Europe. 


According to Hittell, to whose valuable 
and interesting work on the Resources of Califor- 
nia the public is greatly indebted, $40,000,000 a 
year are shipped from that State because there is 
nothing to give as security. ** We offer to pay,”’ 
says he, ‘twice as mucli interest as anybody 
else, and our offer would‘be gladly accepted 1f | 
there were a certainty that we would pay as we 
promise; but there is no certainty, no security.” 
Every interest suffers under this false policy. It | 
operates unequally. ‘*'The farming districts,’’ 
says the same authority, ** where the inhabitants 
own the land, pay heavy land taxes, whereas || 
mining claims pay no taxes atall, The result is 
that the taxation upon the men in the valleys is 
about three times as heavy as upon those in the |; 
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j country. 


sy denying permanent || 
ownership in the soil, and thus preventing its im- 


| eral replies. 


| permit, 
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mountains. The miners generally have no homes 
and no fixed property, and cannot be forced to pay 
taxes. Mostof the mining counties are deeply 
in debt, and many are growimg deeper every year, 
ihe ouly way to equalize the taxation is to sell 
the mineral lands, and compel the miner to pay 
a tax upon his mine as well as the farmer on his 
farm.’’? The justness of these observations will 
not be questioned; and they will apply to all our 
mining regions as perfectly as to California. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have already referred, in my 
opening remarks, to the question of our finances, 
and to the singular fact thatour mines of gold and 
silver have yielded no revenue to the Government, 
I urged the absolute financial necessity of some 
radical change in our present policy. The ex- 
posure of our mineral lands to sale would not only 
inaugurate the true policy witha view to the set- 
tlement of these lands, and the development of 
their resources, but would very speedily be felt 
in its returns to the ‘Treasury. ‘The sales could 
not fail to be large. ‘The spirit of enterprise, of 
adventure, Was never more alive among our peo- 
ple than to-day. The demand for labor, caused 
by the waste of war,can scarcely be appreciated, 
and is recasting the judgment of the whole coun- 
try as to the value of foreign laborers. Immigra- 
tion is accordingly largely on the increase, and ig 
destined to pour in,upon us to an extent unex- 
ampled inthe past. ‘The arrivals at the port of 
New York alone last year were one hundred and 
eighty-five thousand two hundred and eight; and 
there is no fact which does not look to its increase, 
at least for several years to come. 

The rapid setdement ef our distant Territories 
within the past few years, partly attributable to 
the beneficent policy of our homestead law, and 
the tempting discoveries of their precious metals 
which have been made, are exceedingly prophetic 
of their speedy population, ‘The Secretary of the 
Interior, in his report for the year 1862, estimated 
that at least five hundred million dollars could be 
realized by the sale of our mineral lands in one- 
acre lots, after granting to those now engaged in 
mining a clear tile without cost to the lands they 
occupy. Should they bring only the half, oreven 
the fourth, of this estimate, it would furnish an 
argument of no inconsiderable weight in favor of 
the policy. The people, undoubtedly, would be 
glad to have their burdens Jightened to this ex- 
tent, and they will demand it of their servants, if 
not forbidden by the strongest and most conclu- 
sive reasons. If peace now prevailed through- 
out our borders, and the Treasury of the Govern- 

nent were full to overflowing, as we have known 
it in the past, | would not urge this consideration. 
[ would apply to our mineral lands the great 
principle embodied in the homestead law, which 
aims at the settlement and improvement of our 
public domain as at once the true source of reve- 
nue to the Government and of prosperity to the 
l agree to the modification of that prin- 
ciple now, and urge it, because of an absolute 
public necessity, which demands that this impor- 
tant source of immediate financial relief shall not 
escape. ™ 

And now, sir, permit me to refer tosome of the 
objections which are urged to the policy for which 
I plead. The sale of our mineral lands, it is as- 
serted, will place them in the grasp of specu- 
lators, who will hoard them up for their own 
aggrandizement, and ** to the prejudice and depri- 
vation of themany.’’ This objection suggests sev- 
In the first place, this horror of land 
monopoly is shared by men who see no sort of 
objection to the wholesale monopoly of all our 
mineral lands by the Government. If monopo- 
lies are pernicious, as I admit them to be, they 
are so in principle. Government monopolies are 
not lesssothanothers. ‘They have often been as 
much worse as their greater power of evil would 
The feudal system of the Old World was 
land monopoly in its glory and fruition, in the 
crowning luxuriance of its infernal sway over the 


| people, who toiled as itsslaves. The theory which 


| should be democratic, not monarchic. 


insists upon retaining the fee of our mineral land$ 
in the Government, and treating the mineras a 


feudatory or serf, is of European origin. [tis bor- 
' rowed from monarchical institutions and ideas, 
|| which we profess to have forsaken, but from 


which we ure by no means yet fully divorced. 
Our institutions are republican, and our ideas 
Under the 
feudal or kingly system Government is every- 
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thing, the subject nothing. Our American ideas, 
on the other hand, have respect clin fly to the in- 
dividual, and regard Government simply as the 
servant of the people. 

Sir, | submit that this popular ery against the 
monopoly of our mineral lands by speculators, 
does not sound very well in the mouths of those 


who justify Government monopoly, and have not | 


yet been able to. mancipate themselves from the 


anti-republican ideas against which our revolu- | 


tionary fathers contended. 
what | now say furnishes a reply also to the ar- 


gument often urged that the policy of European | 


nations and of other sovereignties on this conti- 
nent is against the sale of their mineral lands. 
Our Government is a republic, and the remotest 


Let me add, that | 


thing possible from a safe precedent for us would | 


be the example of Governments resting upon feu- 
dal ideas, and utterly hostile to the rights of the 
people. 

But I ask, Mr. Speaker, why is there more dan- 
ger from the monopoly of mineral than of agri- 
cultural lands? 
undoubtedly been a great evil, yet the Govern- 
ment, from the beginning, has parted with the fee 
to purchasers, and is sull doing so. It also sells 
its lands containing lead, iron, copper, salines, 
and coal; and | believe the opponents of the meas- 
ure now proposed offer no objection. Why not 
extend the same principle to other minerals? 


The monopoly of the latter has | 


True, the intrinsic value of gold and silver gives | 
to them a peculiar relation, and as the represent- | 


ative of values and the medium of exchange they 
perform a function totally unlike that of any of 
the merely useful metals. But 1 am unable to see 
why this should exempt the lands containing 
them from the general policy of sale. As to for- 


eign capitalists, the bill I have reported forbids | 


their becoming purchasers unless they shall have 
declared their intention to become naturalized. 


Undoubtedly these lands will be the subject of | 
monopolies, just as will ourcoal and other lands, | 


This cannot wholly be prevented by any possi- 
ble legislation, or any failure to legislate. Land 


monopoly notoriously prevails now in the great | 


mining regions under our present policy of with- 
holding the fee. Capitalists, both foreign and 


domestic, enter these regions, and purchase and | 


monopolize the possessory rights of miners, and 
will do so in spite of any prohibitions. 


This is | 


a sufficient reply to all that can be said against | 


the monopoly of the fee of mining lands. 
lieve, however, the evil of such monopoly will be 
much less than is apprehended. It is not proba- 


ble that capitalists would become the first pur- | 


chasers, or that the richest places would fall into 
their hands. ‘The men who are on the ground, 
engaged in actual mining, would secure the best 


investments; Tor under this bill they are not re- || 


| 
l be- 


quired to compete with men who could outbid | 


them. 
afford to let them remain unproductive. If they 
should secure enough to be fairly named a mo- 


If capitalists buy the lands, they cannot | 


nopoly, their own interest would prompt them to | 


develop their riches, and this will bring into the 
mining regions multitudes of laborers who would 


find remunerative employment, and help develop | 


the wealth of our country. 
Another principal objection to the policy of 


. ' - "2 . . i] . | 
sale is the difficulty of fixing upon a just mini- || sence of all these blessings. 


mum price. Unquestionably this is a real prac- 
tical difficulty. 
possible; but the same is true of our lead, copper, 
iron, and coal lands. It is even true of our agri- 


A perfectly just minimum is im- | 


cullural lands, as to which there is very great 


inequality of value. 
and silver are exposed to sale, all we can do 1s to 
upproXimate, as nearly as we can,toa just and 
reasonable price. The method of doing this is 
provided for in the sixth section of the bill. The 
geologist for each land district for which the bill 
makes provision, in connection with the register 
and receiver, is to classify the mineral lands of 
the district with reference to their value, and the 
Subdivisions necessary to accommodate actual 
miners, or those who may intend to become such, 
and report to the surveyor general and the Gen- 
eral Land Office, giving the minimum price of 
eacli class, the location and extent of each de- 
posiigand of each settlement or mining opera- 


tion, with the reasons for the facts reported. The | 


Commissioner of the General Land Office then, | 


upon these facts and reasons, is to fix the mini- 
mum, and his decision is to be final. 


If our lands containing gold | 








j Greeley. 


| is imperfect. 


this process will secure a price for the 


lands as 
nearly just to the Government ar d to the 
chaser as any that can be devised. [} 
meets the difficulty; and sir the vested rights 
of miners are protected under the 
the bill, no material injustice can result, either to 
the Government or the purchaser. 

Mr. Speaker, there are other and minor objee- 
tions, to which I think I need not refer. The Vv 
are all met or overcome by the argume ntsalready 
presented, joined to the palpable folly of further 
maintaining the present suicidal policy of the 
Government. Nor shall I stop to discuss the 
details of the bill I have reported, the leading 
features of which have already been stated. It 
has been prepared with much care, and with the 
assistance of some of the ablest men in the coun- 
try, whose extensive knowledge of our land sys- 
tem gives pecuilar we wht to their opinions, and 
who have given tothe subject much thought. The 
policy which it proposes has also the decided ap- 
proval of many of our most distinguished public 
characters, including such men as Colonel Ben- 


hith section oO 


i} ton, Chief Justice Chase, General Frémont, Rob- 


ert J. Walker, Hugh McCulloch, and Horace 
I may mention also Hon. John Wil- 
son, who so ably presided over our General Land 
Office years ago, and whose thorough acquaint- 
ance with the subject should command great re- 
spect for his judgment. If add, further, that the 
most intelligent men I have met from California 
and other mining regions, who speak from actual 
observation and extensive experience in mining, 
express the same opinion, Undoubtedly, the bill 
A measure so revolutionary of past 
ideas and policy, and dealing with interests so vast 
and peculiar, must of necessity, to some extent, 
prove an experiment. I believe it willbe a grand 
one. 

Holding the principle of the measure to be 
sound, [ would launch it, trusting to time and ex- 
perience to point out its defects and suggest the 
needed remedies. I sincerely hope the Thirty- 
Eighth Congress will not close its labors without 
adding this bill to the list of those great measures 
which have already signalized its legislation. 
The passage of the bill will powerfully stimulate 
foreiznimmigration, and the settlementofthe great 
Pacific States of the future. By drawing into our 
mining regions a large and constantly swelling 
stream of settlers, it will demand and necessitate 
the speedy construction of our great railway 
thoroughfare to the Pacific, which shall belt the 
continent with ribs of iron, and prove themselves 
the grandest of commercial enterprises and the 
mightiest bonds of national union. In secur- 
ing perfect land titles it will build up permanent 
settlements, promote a more thorough knowl- 
edge of localities, and institute a more profitable 
system of mining than could otherwise be pos- 
sible. 

The establishment of settlements in the mines 
will lead to the exploration and purchase of the 
agricultural lands in the valleys, and thus develop 
their productive power. It will introduce social 
order, domestic life, fixed habits, free schools, 
homogeneous communities, and general prosper- 
ity, in the place of itinerant and scattered tribes, 
whose condition could best be defined by the ab- 
It would cementand 
consolidate the Union, by intrenching the Gov- 


| ernment in the hearts and homes of the teeming 


millions whose habitations are to be set up in the 
great empire of States now so rapidly springing 
into life in the distant West. It would rebuke 
those feudal ideas to which the Government has 
so long lent its sanction, and recognize the inde- 
pendence and dignity of labor. Liolding these 
views, Mr. Speaker, and embracing them, as | 
do, with ardor, | have labored with some zeal to 
awaken among our public men an interest in the 
subject; and | shall regard it as one of the many 
grand and providential compensations of this war 
if the financial crisis which has been its result 
shall prepare us to enact this great and far-reach- 
ing measure, and thus lay the foundations of 
Christian civilization and genuine democracy in 


| the budding Commonwealths of the Pacific. 


Mr. Speaker, | now move to recommit the bill 


| to the Committee on Public Lands, but | do not 


Perhaps || minutes of his time left. 


ask a vote on that question now. 
to yield the remainder of my time. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has seven 


lam willing 
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Mr. JULIAN. Lask thatthe motion be passed 


over for the present, i 
Mr. SHANNON, 


Mm ob means lo press 


iforma Vy 
I would ask the gentleman 


3 this question lor considera- 


tion 

Mr. JULIAN. Notat present. I will yield 
now to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
SLOAN. | 


Tne SPEAKER. The Chair cannot state what 
will be the condition of the motion to recommit 
if passed over inform lly, or when it will come 
before the House, as the motion to recommit is 
not a privileged motion, 

Mr.SCHENCK, 
over this motion. 

Mr. JULIAN. ‘Toavoid any unpleasant feel- 
ing on the subject, I ask that the question be 
taken on the motion to recommit now. 

The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee on Public Lands 
was agreed to, 


I desift to object to passing 


GRANT OF LANDS TO A SHIP-CANAL. 


Mr. SLOAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with sundry amendments, 
bill of the Senate No. 241, an act granting to the 
lands ta 
aid in the construction of a ship-canal at the head 
of Sturgeon bay,in the county of Door, in said 
State, to connect the waters of Green bay with 
Lake Michigan, in said State. : 

Mr. HOLMAN ealled for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read at length. 

Section one provide s for granting to the State 
of Wisconsin one hundred thousand acres of 
public land, subject to the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, from any lands lying within 
sixty miles of the western terminus of said canal, 


| and not including any to which the rights of pre- 
; emption or homestead have been attache d,or any 


heretofore reserved to the United States, or min- 


| eral lands. 


Section two provides that said canal shail be 
and remain a public highway for the use of the 
Government of the United States, free from toll or 
other charge for the vessels of the Government 
engaged upon public service, or vessels employed 
by the Government in the transportation of any 
property or troops of the United States. 

Section three provides thatif the canal is not 
commenced within three years, and completed 
within ten years, the State of Wisconsin shall 
pay to the United States the amounts received for 
the sale by the State of any land hereby granted 
at a rate not less than $1 25 per acre. 

Section four provides that there shall be kept 
an accurate account of the amourt of sales and 
net proceeds of the lands hereby granted, and all 
the expenditures in the construction, repairs, and 
operating the canal, together with the earnings; 
the statement of the same to be made annually 
to the Secretary of the Interior; and after the 
expense of the canal shall have been reimbursed 
to the State only such tolls shall be imposed as 


shall be sufficient to pay the neces ssary eXpenses of 


repairs and operating the canal, 

Section five provides that before the State shall 
dispose of any of these lands, the route of the 
canal shall have been established, and the plot or 
plots thereof filed in the office of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, the canal to be 
at least one hundred feet wide, with a di 
water of fifteen feet. 

The question recurred upon the first amend- 
ment reported by the Committee on Public Lands, 

The first amendment wak to strike out, in line 
five of section one, the words ‘* said canal,’ and 
insert the following: 

A harbor on the western shore of Lake Michigan, by the 
building of a breakwater opposite Sturg: 
canal trom said lake to said bay. 


nbay, and aship 


The amendment was adopted. 

The next question was upon the second amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SLOAN. The object of this amendment 
1s to require that the work shall be commenced in 
one year instead of three years, and be compl ted 
in five years instead of ten years. 

TT i task 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next question was upon the following 
amendment: 


Add a new section, as follows: 
Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That the lands hereby 
shail be disposed of by said State only 


granted to said State 
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In the following manner, that is to say, that whenever the 
Governor of said State shall file with the Commissioner of 


the General Land Office a certificate subscribed by him and 
‘ hd witht official seal of I State, that the sum of 
£404 has been expended upon such work, twenty thou 

nd ' fenid tandiaay be soldanda certificate or cer 
t { rm r shall ie to eand State, or to at nal 
‘ corpor nm ade rated by said State, and for 
‘ 1 additiona um ot 10,000 expended pon said work 
and rufied as ator il twenty t usand acti of land 


nminy be and a certificate or ecrtilicates therelor issue 


as afore sid. 
The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. SLOAN. I now demand the previous 
question upon the passage of the bill as amended. 
The SPEAKER. |The morning hour has ex- 
pired, 
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Sundry messages in writing were received from 


the President, by Mr. Nicoxvay, his Private Secre- 
tury. 

A message informed the House that the Presi- 
Cent had approved and signed joint resoluuons 
and an act of the following title 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 91) to terminate 
the treaty of 1517 regulating the naval force on 
the lakes; 

Jot resolution (H. R. No. 142) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Philip EH. 
Sheridan and the officers and men under his com- 
mand; and 

An act (11. R. No. 644) to extend to certain 
persons in the employ of the Government the 
benefits of the Asylum for the Insane in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States; which was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

i transmitt to Congr a copy of a note of the 4th In 
stant, addressed by J. Hume Barnley, Exq., her Britannic 
Majesty’s chargé d’aflaires, to the Secretary of State.rel 
fitive to asword which itis proposed to present to Cap 
tain Henry S. Stellwagen, commanding the United States 
frigate Constitution, as amark of gratitude for his services 
to the British brigantine Mersey. ‘The expediency of sane 
tioning the acceptance of the gilt is submitted to your con 
sideration. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 


Wasutnoron, February 8, 1865, 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States; which was read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed: 
To the honorable the Senate and 

House of Representatives: 

The joint resolution entitded “Joint resolution declaring 
certain States not entitled to representation in the Elec 
teral College,’ has been signed by the Exccutive in defer 
ence to the view ot Congress, implic d in its passage and 
presentation to him. In bis own view, however, the two 
Houses of Congress, convened under the twelfth article of 
the Constitution, have complete power to exclude from 
counting all electoral votes deemed by them to be illegal; 
and itis not competent tor the Executive to defeat or ob 
struct that power by a veto, as would be the case if his 
action were at all essential in the matter. He disclaims all 
right of the Executive to interfere in any way inthe matter 
ol canvassing or counting electoral votes ; and he aisodis 
cliims that, by signing said resolution, he has expressed 
any opinion on the recitals of the preamble, or any judg 
ment of his own upon the subject of the resolution. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

Executive Mansion, February 8, 1865. 


FREEDMEN’S BU REAU, 


Mr. ELIOT. I rise to a privileged question, 
and call up the report of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon the Senate amendments to the bill of the 
House (No. 51) to create a Bureau of Freedmen’s 
Affairs. 

The report is as follows; 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
or the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 51) entitled “An 
act to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs,’ having 
met, after full and free conference have agreed to recom 
mend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate reeede from their amendment to the said 
bill, and the committee agree to the following as a substi- 
tute: 


An act to establish a Department of Freedmen and Aban- 
doned Lands, 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
there is hereby established at the seat of Government of 
the United States a Department of Freedmen and Aban- 


doned Lands, whose object shall be the good of the freed- | 


men and the administration of lands and other property 
falling to the national Government in the rebel States not 


; pee 
lieretofore appropriated to other uses. And this Depart 
ment shall be under the care of a Commissioner, who shall 
be appotuted by the President. and by and with the advice 


and consentot the Senate, with an annual salary of $4,000. 

ec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the Commissioner 
of Preedmen and Abandoned Lands shall appoint a chief 
elerk, with an annual salary of #2,000, who shall act also 


as disbursing officer, and who in all cases during the neces 

ry absenee of the Commissioner, or when the principal 
oth hall become vacant, shall pertorm the duties of Com 
missioner: and also such number of clerks, not exeecding 
two of each elass, as shall be necessary. And the Commis- 
sioner and all persons appointed under this aet shall, before 
entering upon their duties, tike the oath of office prescribed 
in the act entitled “An actto preseribe an oath of office and 
for other purposes,’ approve d July 2, 1862. And the Com 
missioner and the chiet clerk shall, before entering upon 
theirduties.give bonds to the Treasurer of the United States, 
the former in the sum of £100,000 and the latter in the sum 
of @10,000, conditioned tor the faithful discharge of their 
duties respectively, with sureties to be approved as suffi 
cient by the Attorney General, which bonds shall be filed 
in the office of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, to be 
by him putin suit for the benefit of any injured party upon 
any breach of the conditions thereof. 

suc. 3. And beit further enacted, That the Commissioner 
shall, under the direction of the President, create districts 
of treedmen and abandoned lands within the rebel States, 
not to exceed two in each State, so far as the same may be 
brought under the military power of the United States ; and 
each distriet shall be under the supervision of an assistant 
commissioner, Withan annual salary of $2,500, under bond 
as required for the chief clerk, to be appointed by the Pres- 


tdent of the United States, with the advice and consent of 


ihe Senate, and with authority to appoint local superin- 
tendents and clerks, so far as the same may be needed, not, 
however, more than four in each district, each of whom 
shall have an annual compensation not exceeding $1,000. 

Sno. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the Commissioner 
shall have the general superintendence of all freedimen 
throughout the several districts, and he shall watch over 
the execution of all laws, proclamations, and military or- 
ders of cmancipation, or ln any way concerning freedmen ; 
and he shall establish regulations from time to time, and 
cause the same to be entoreed for their needful and judi- 
cious treatment, protecting themin the enjoyment of their 
rights, promoting their wellare, and securig to them and 
their posterity the blessings of liberty. And every such 
freedman shall be treated in all respects asa freeman, with 
all proper remedies in courts ot justice, and no power or 
control shall be exereised with regard to him exceptin con 
formity with jaw. 

F >. Ind he it further enacted, That the assistant com 
missioners, under the direction of the Commissioner and 
Within theirrespective districts, shall take possession of all 
abandoned real estate belonging to disloyal persons, and all 
realestate to which the United States have tide, or of which 
the United States have possession, and not already appro 
priated to Goverument uses, and all property found on and 
belonging to such estate, and shall rent or lease such real 
estate or any portions thereot to freedmen, or permit the 
same to be cultivated, used, or occupied by them ou such 
terms and under such regulations as the assistant commis 
sioner and such freedinen may agree ; andif the lands with 
the property aforesaid shall not be required for the freed- 
men, then they shall rent or lease the same to other persons 
ou such terms and under such regulations as shall be mu- 


tually agreed upon, and no freedman shall be employed on | 


any estate above mentioned otherwise than according to 
voluntary contract reduced to writing and certified by the 
assistant commissioner or local superintendent: Provided, 
That no lease, permission to occupy, or contract, shall be 
for a longer period than one year, and ail papers required 
or authorized by this act shall remain valid and effectual 
alihough no revenue stamp is attachedthereto. But noth- 
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the due 
execution of process against the real estate or property 
above named issued in due course of law from any court 
of competent jurisdiction; but the possession of such real 


estate or property by any purchaser thereof at a judicial | 


sale shall be postponed until the termination of any out- 
standing contract duly made and executed under the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 6. .dnd be it further enacted, That the assistant com- 
missioners and local superintendents shall, as advisory 
guardians, aid the freedmen in the adjustment of their 
wages, or in the application of their labor; that they shall 
take care that the treedmen do not suffer trom ill-treatment 


or any failure of contract on the part of others; that they 


shall do what they can as arbitrators to reconcile and settle | 


any differences in which freedmen may be involved with 
each other or with other persons; and, in case such dif- 
ferences are carried before any tribunal, civil or military, 
they shall appear as next friends of the treedmen, so far as 
to see that the case is fairly stated and heard. And in all 


such proceedings there shall be no disability or exclusion | 


on account of color. 

Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That leases heretofore 
made by the supervising special agents of the Treasury De- 
partment, under the authority of the General Order, three 
hundred and thirty-one, of the Secretary of War, dated Oc- 
tober 9, 1863, and in accordance with the regulations of the 
‘Treasury Department, shall have the same effect as if made 
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ceeds over and above such expenses shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be ut further enacted, That whenever the 
Commissioner cannot otherwis employ any of the treeq- 
men Who may come under his eare, he shall se far as prac 
ticable make provision for them with humane and suitable 
persons, at a just compensation for their services. ; 

Sec. LU. And be ue further enacted, ‘That the President; f 
the United States is charged with turnishing the military 
and other support needtul to carry this act into effeet. ang 
any military officer may be appointed under this act with 
out inerease of salary. 

Sec. Ll. And be it further enacted, That the Commis 
sioner shall, before the commeucement of each regular 
session of Congress, make full report of his proceedings. 
with exhibits of the state of his accounts, to the Presidesr, 
who shall communicate the same to Congress, and shaj| 
also make special reports whenever required to do so by 
the Presideutor either House of Congress. Aud the accist 
ant commissioners shall make quarterly reports of their pro- 
i 
reports as trom time to time may be required. Andit shat! 
be the duty of all officers, civil and military, charged with 
the execution of any law, proclamation, or military order 
of emancipation, or in any way concerning freedmen not 
mustered into or regularly engaged in the military service 
to inake return to the Comimissioner of all their proceed 
iugs in execution thereof, under such regulations as shall 
from time to time be prescribed. 

Seo. 12. And be it further enacted, That all assistant com 


| missioners, local superintendents, and clerks, as well as 


supervising special agents, shall be so far deemed to be in 
the military service of the United States as to be liable to 
trial by courts-martial or military commissions, to be or 


| dered by the commanding general of the military depart 


ment within which they act as such assistant commis 

sioners, local superintendents, clerks, or supervising special 
agents. And for all offenses amounting to a tclony ; for any 
act of embezzlement or willful missappropriation of publie 
or private property ; for any willfulact of oppression of any 
treedman, or of any loyal inhabitaut; for any act of taking 
or receiving, directly or indirectly, any money or thing of 


| value on account of any act done or owitted by them in 


their official capacity, or tor being in any manner interested 
in any purchase of cotton, tobacco, sugar, or any other ar 
ticle produced upon any lands leased or worked under the 
provisions of this aet, or for any other willful violation of 
their official duties, upon conviction thereol, shaii be sub 
ject to punishment by fine not execeding $10,000, or im 
prisonment at hard labor for a period not exceeding five 


| years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 


Sec. 13. dad be ut further enacted, ‘That the last clause 
of a joint resolution explanatory of ** An act to suppress 
insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, to seize and 
confiscate the property of rebels, and for other purposes,”? 
approved July 17, 1862, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
peated, 

Sec. 14. 4nd be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of aets inconsistent wich the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 
THOMAS D. ELIOT, 
WILLIAM D. KELLEY, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
CHARLES SUMNER, 
J.M. HOWARD, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, when this report 
was presented last week, I distinctly stated to the 
House the character of the provisions of the bill; 


| and it was made to appear at that time that the 
| operative clauses in the bill are the same as those 


which were passed upon by the House last year, 
or which were acted upon in the Senate, and all 
of which have been printed and upon the files of 
members for several months. I do not propose 
at this time, Mr. Speaker, to say anything in de- 
fense of the bill; but Iam prepared and shall be 
glad to answer all objections that may be urged 
against the bill, if any shall be, in the course of 
any debate upon it. Congress has within a few 
days done all that we could do to make free all 
the slaves within the United States. But it will 
be remembered that, although that freedom was 
initiated by the President in his proclamation of 
the Ist of January, 1863, yet, up to this time, 
there has been no legislative action which has had 
in view the welfare of that class of men. We 
have legislated for the Treasury. We have done 


| what we could to provide for the leasing of the 


by assistant commissioners under this act; but such lease || 


shall not continue beyond the period of one year from its 
date; and immediately upon the organization of any dis- 
trict of freedmen and abandoned lands such agents shall 
cease to execute their functions within such district, and 
shall deliver over to the assistant commissioner thereof all 
property and papers held by them as agents. But all ex- 
penses necessarily incurred by such agents in any district 
prior to its organization under this act shall be defrayed 


by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury out of any moneys in his | 


hands arising from the leases made by such agents. 
Sec. 8. dnd be it further cnacted, ‘That the Commis- 


sioner shall apply the proceeds accruing under this act to | 


defray the expenses of this Department, so that the same 
may become at an early day self supporting; and any pro- 


abandoned lands, in view of revenue, But thus 
far nothing has been done in connection with the 
freedmen or their welfare, except a law passed 
on the 2d of July, I think, of the last session of 
Congress. That law, in one of its provisions, 
put into the care of the Treasury Department this 
whole business. I desire to refer to a few of the 


| provisions of that law. 


By that act the agents of the Treasury De- 
partment, that is, the special supervising agents, 
the agents who were appointed under the act, | 
believe, of March, 1863, to whom was given in 
charge the taking possession of abandoned lands 
and other property, and the leasing of lands for 
the largest revenue that could be obtained@mnd 
the selling of property for the use of the Govern- 
ment; these special agents are empowered to “take 
charge of and lease the abandoned lands, houses, 


| 
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and tenements within the rebel districts; and | 


wise, for the employment and general welfare of | 
the freedmen.’? ‘That is to say, as gentlemen 
will find by examining the law, these agents are 
now required to lease the lands, and in those 
leases or otherwise to provide for the employ- 
ment of these freedmen; the United States being 
the lessors, parties going from all sections of the 
country being the lessees, the freedmen being the 
subjects of the contract. 

Mr. WILSON. On this point, if the gentle- 
man will allow me to interrupt him, I wish to call 
his attention to one section in the report, as bear- 
ing upon the same question. ‘The ninth section 
of the report submitted by the committee of con- 
ference reads thus: 


That whenever the Commissioner cannot otherwise 
employ any of the freedmen who may come under his care, 


he shall, so far as practicable, make provision for them with | 


humane and suitable persons, at a just compensation for 
their services, 

I should like to hear some explanation in sup- 
port of the necessity for incorporating such a pro- 
vision in the law. My own judgment is that the 
less restraint we put upon these freedmen the 
sooner we shall make men of them. Therefore 
I dislike very much to see, in any bill which is 
to become a law of Congress, a provision which 
shall give the control of these persons into the 
hands of any officer of the Government. Itseems 
to me that the better course for us, while legislat- 
ing so far as may be necessary to protect these 
persons, is to let them have the responsibility 
upon themselves of disposing of their own ser- 
vices in such a way as they may deem pruper, 
récetving compensation therefor. I call the gen- 
tleman’s attention to this point, in order that we 
may have any explanation which he may be able 
to make, 

Mr. ELIOT. In reply to the inquiry of the 
gentieman from Iowa, | would say that the ob- 
ject of this bill is in accordance with the very 
wish that he expresses; that is to say, that these 
parues shall be aided, not controlled. There is 
not in this bill, from the beginning to the end, 
one word that looks to control. They are to be 
aided; they are to be assisted. The hand of the 
Government is to be held out to them, but they 
are not to be controlled. They are to be treated 
—and my friend will find throughout the bill that 
such are its provisions—like freedmen. They 
are to make contracts themselves. 
to be contracted for by others, but they are to be 
parties to the contracts for employment; and so 
yarticular are the provisions of the bill in that be- 
half that the gentleman will find in one portion 
of it that these contracts for employment are all 
of them to be reduced to writing and to be certi- 


fied to by ene of the assistant commissioners, so | 


that there shall be proof that the freedman acted 
as a party to the contract. 

One moment, and I will answer more specific- 
ally the remark of the gentleman in reference to | 
the section itself to which he called my attention. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, that section was not the one | 
originally incorporated into the law as the com- | 
mittee passed it, or as the Senate passed it. If | 
gentlemen will exainine the debates that occurred 
upon this bill in the other branch of Congress, | 
they will find that there were objections made to 
it. The amendmeut itself was offered, if 1 am 
not mistaken, by a Senator from one of the mid- 


dle States, and the object of it was, that in case | 


it should so happen there were not convenient 


Opportunities to employ these freedmen as they | 


desired to be employed, and as it seemed at the 


time best, this discretionary authority should be || as advisers, but as arbitrators for reconciling dif- 


conferred under which provision might be made | 


with leading humane persons for their services. 
It is not designed to take the control of these 


freedmen and to direct their labor any further | 


They are not | 








than they themselves shall desire, or at the time | 


shalleseem right to them to be done for their in- 
terest. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I will call the 
attention of the honorable gentleman in the same 





| connection to another section. Section nine pro- | 
they shall also provide, in such leases or other- || 


vides that— 


Whenever the Commissioner cannot otherwise employ 
any of the freedmen who may come under his care, he 


| shall, so far as practicable, make provision for them with 


humane and suitable persons, ata just compensation for 
their services. 


Section four also provides that— 


The Commissioner shall have the general superintend- 
ence of allfreedmen throughout the several districts, and 
he shall watch over the execution of all laws, proclama 


uons, and military orders of emancipation, or in any way | 
concerning freedmen; and he shall establish regulations, 


from time lo time, and cause the same to be entoreed tor 
their needful and judicious treatment, protecting them in 
the enjoyment of their rights, promoting their welfare, and 
sectiring to them and their posterity the blessings of liberty. 


I desire to suggest this question to the gentle- 


| man: suppose that he should make arrangement 


for the employment of these freedmen with per- 
sons in the loyal or rebellious States, and they 
should refuse to comply with the arrangement so 
made; has not the Commissioner, under the fourth 
section, power to issue such regulations and to 
compel obedience on the part of the freedmen? 
Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, my friend from 
Iowa omitted to read the last clause of the fourth 
section simply because, | suppose, in his judg- 
ment it did not aid to throw light on the inquiry; 
but I think that it does. It declares thfat-— 
Every such freedman shall be treated in all respects as 
a free man, with all proper remedies in courts of justice, 


and no power or control shall be exercised with regard to 
him except in conformity with law. 


Mr. WILSOW. Does the gentleman intend 
this bill, if it should become a law, to continue 
in Operation within the rebel States after the sup- 
pression of the rebellion and the reéstablishment 
of civil authority? If he does, I think this an 
objection to the bill. If he does not so intend, 


established, and those States are admitted into the 
Union, or readmitted, as gentlemen may please, 
and their social and political relations resumed, 
there can be no doubt that those States will have 
the same rights as the State in which my friend 
lives, or the State in which I live, may have con- 
cerning all the matters which may come within 
the jurisdiction of such States. 

Mr. WILSON. I intended that question aga 
leader to another, which is, that if this law is not 
to be operative in those States after the reéstab- 

| lishment of civil authority, then what courts does 


| the gentlemen refer to when he speaks of those 
| parues having the proper remedies in the courts 


| of justice ? 


then what courts of justice are to afford the rem- || 
edies mentioned in that part of the section to || 


which he has referred? No authority is exer- 


cised in the districts to be affected by this bill | 
other than military, and no courts of justice are || 
provided. No remedy can be had without acourt, | 


and there is no court to afford a remedy. 

Mr. ELIOT. it may be so; it oughtto be so. 
But the inquiry of the gentleman has not been 
replied to. 
as he supposes, at their own request, with their 
own consent, and under arrangements which they 


If any of these freedmen should be, | 


themselves have made, placed under the care of | 


humane or suitable persons at fair compensation 
for their services, those persons living in the 
loyal States, which is one part of the inquiry, it 
is very manifest that after they have gone into 
those States they would be under the direction 
and protection of the laws of those States. 
not supposed that the jurisdiction of any com- 
missioner shall extend beyond the district placed 


+ 


in his charge; and the subject of this bill is only | 
that territory embraced within the rebel States. | 


Now, as to the other part of the inquiry, what 
if provision has been made for them under the 
care of some person in the rebel States? Those 
districts would be within the general jurisdiction 
of this Department, and | suppose that the rights 
of these freedmen would be protected under this 
bill. 

I do not exactly see the point which seems to 
trouble my friend from lowa. The freedman 
would be protected and guarded in every partic- 
ular, and have all the rights that any man could 
have, within the courts and under the tribunals 
which are contemplated in this act. 

One word more. The gentleman will find in 
the bill a provision which requires that the com- 


missioners shall act, so far as they can, notonly | 


| ferences, settling disputes, and bringing to terms 
| of peace freedmen and those who employ them, or 


freedmen among themselves, if differences arise. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 would like to know of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts if it is the inten- 
tion of the committee that this bill, if it becomes 


of civil authority? 
Mr. ELIOT. As soon as civil authority isre- 


| 


| 


Mr. ELIOT. 1 have not stated that the law 


| would not be operative, nor would it follow from 


any remark | have made that such would be the 
case. I have said, and it is true, that each State 
would have a right to do all those things within 


| its boundary that the State of lowa or Massa- 


chusetts would have. ltmay be that for the pass- 
ing me the operations of this bill might be con- 
tinued for the care of those freedmen after that 
point of time should have arrived. That would 
perhaps depend upon the legislation of each State. 
When the time comes that action should be had 
which would terminate the charge which this bill 
would have, provisions would be made which 
would probably cover all the difficulties suggested 
by the gentleman from lowa. 

We must remember that in legislating at all 
upon this subject we are stepping upon untried 
ground. ‘There are difficulties which beset us be- 
fore and behind; but we ought to do something, 
and we have been trying for years to bring to per- 
| fection some legislation. ‘There are difficulties, 
and I cannot undertake to say that this bill 1s per- 
fect; but I think it will be found to be sufficient 
for the purposes it seeks to accomplish. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts was polite enough to 
say that he would yield to questions, and being 
in search of information honestly in reference to 
this matter, | desire to make some inquiries in 
reference to the position of this bill before tha 
House. It seems, in the first place, that the House 
of Representatives passed a bill of five pages and 
five sections in reference to this whole matter. It 
| went to the Senate, and that body, paying no at- 
tention to the bill which we passed after much 
deliberation, struck out the whole concern and 


| substituted a bill of no less than thirteen sections. 
| We disagreed to that, and the matter was referred 
| to a committee of conference, and that committee 
| brought in a third bill of fourteen sections more. 
[tis || 


It seems to me that this is a very strange sort of 


| legislation; and we are called upon now, upon the 


report of a committee of conference, to act upon 
anew or very nearly anew bill. If | had known 
as much about the matter then as I do now, | think 
I should have raised the point of order that the 
committee of conference had exceeded their pow- 
(ers. I desire of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts some explanation of the action of the twe 
Houses, and of the committee of conference. 
Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman from Illinois shall 
have the information. The gentleman should 
have remembered that this is by no means a 
course of unusual procedure. Inthe action upon 
the confiscation bill the precise course was taken 
which was taken here in the committee of con- 
ference. ‘The House passed a confiscation bill, 
and the Senate passed a bill which they called a 
| bill for the punishment of treason. The con- 
ference committee could not agree to the provis- 
ions of the Senate bill atall, and having had sev- 
eral meetings, it was at one time determined to 
report a disagreement to the two Houses. But 
upon a fresh conference it was determined to take 
the confiscation provisions of the House bill, and 
the provisions of the Senate bill for the punish- 
| ment of treason, and put them together in one 


|| bill with some new provisions not contained in 
a law, shall be operative after the reéstablishment |) either of the two bills. 


After that agreement of 
| the conference committee, that bill was reported 
by myself to the House. My friend from lowa 


oe 


eg ccna tar 5 HGR 


t 
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{Mr. Wirson|acts d withme upon thatconference 
[ would say, moreover, and besides 


was passed | 


committee, 


that, that when the revenue bill 


mean the bill Which Contains the provision for 
imposing a direct tax of $20,000,0I ()) the sane 
course was lanen. Lie committee of confere: 

rej cted the billS which had been agreed upon by 
the two Houses, and substituted another bill in 


‘That 
course 1s precisely the one that has been adopted 
jn this case, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will ask 


the gentleman from Massachusetts another ques- 


the form of a report, which was adopted, 


tion: if the principles of his bill as it originally 
passed the blouse have not been widely varied 
and departed from? 

Mr. ELIOT. Ishould think not; not the prin- 
ciples of the House bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
principles and details of the bill. 
enurely chanwed ? 

Mr. ELIOYL. 
find, of he examines the bills, that the Senate bill, 
excepting the sections that | referred to the other 
day, which were upon matters of detail, contains 
the provisions which the Hlouse had acted upon 
and the principles of the bill which the Llouse had 
passed. And, Mr. Speaker, | think that the point 


of order of the gentleman trom Illinois, if it had 


I mean the 
Ilas it not been 


On no, sir. 


A The gentleman will 


been taken in season, could hardly have prevailed. 
"This report is in accordance with the preceedents 
of the House. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois. There seems 
to be one precedent, a precedent which we fought 
against atthe time, and that is what is known 

as the English Lecompton bill, which we all de- 
nounced here at the time. 

Mr. ELIOT. | do not know why my friend 
should say that there has been but one precedent. 
I have just named two others. 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Illinois. 
Went to this extent, 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 beg pardon; they are upon all- 

* fours with it. 

Now, I stated when I began that I did not in- 
tend to defend the provisions of this bill unless 
called upon to do so. [have done nothing ex- 
cept reply to inquiries made, and I shall close by 
asking to have read atthe Clerk’s desk some pas- 
sages from a communication to the President of 
the United States, and then | wish that the mes- 
sage of the President on the subject shall be read. 

Mr. WILSON. Before the gentleman has that 
read, i desire to ask some further explanation, 
The power of this Commissioner is to be exer- 


Not that 


cised in that portion of the country occupied by 
eur armies, and he is authorized by the fourth 
seetion of this bill to establish regulations. Now, 
suppose there should be a conflict between the* 
regulations established by the Commissioner and 
those of the military officer commanding the mil- 
itary department, what remedy does the gentle- 
man propose to apply to that conflict? 

Mr. ELIOT. Such difficulties as that might 
possibly occur under any possible management of 
this Department wherever it might be. ‘The gen- 
tlemah must bear in mind that it now stands in 
the ‘Treasury Department, and that it now stands 
without any guard or any protection. Butif he 
will refer to the tenth section, he will find that 
the President is charged with funishing the mil- 
itary and other support needful to carry this act 
into effect. The necessary military aid will be 
thus secured. If it should by possibility happen 
that a conflict should arise because of some ex- 
igency at the moment, the gentleman does not 
need that | should say to him that the military 
for the time being must control. Itis not to be 
Epp however, that any such control will 
xe had to the prejudice of the interests of the par- 
ties cared for by this bill, norcan | see how even 
possibly such difficulties could occur. They are 
inseparable, however, from the subject itself to a 
certain extent, 

I ask for the reading of the communication. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Wasuinoton, D. C., December 1, 1863. 


Sin: We appear before you a committee of gentlemen 
representing the Freedman’s Aid Societies in Boston, New 
York, Phifadelphia, and Cincinnati, and, in general, the 
anxieties and sympathies of the American people in regard 
to the present position and future prospects of the freed 
men created by your proclamation of emancipation. 

* - * . * 7 * * 7 * 


It is not, Mr. President, that we are seriously in doubt | 
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ee ee 


as to the methods to be adopted with the freedmen, for we 





have not been disappointed in the schemes in Uieir favor 
Ww ave already planned and executed. It is only that 
. mes are small, and must continue so, While wie 
demand tor their adoption is large, beyond even our pres 
t power lo meet it, and wrowing Wilh prodigious strides 
eve ur itis the magnitude, wot the nature of the work, 
thi appalis us, and drives us to the Govermacentior tid and 
We have tound the treedman ea to manage, 
beyoud even our best lop ; Willing and able tofight asa 
roldier; Willing and | work as a daborer; willing and 
able to lear as a pupils ad ile, patient, afl ethouate, grate 
ful, and although with a great Gibal range of tutellect from 
nearly infantile to nearly or quite the best white intelli 
gence, yet with an average mental capacity above the or- 
dadinary estimates o 
We have no doubts of the aptitude of the slave for free 
dom under any tair circumstances, But we see that his 


circumstances must inevitably be untair under the best 


arrangements the Government can take, and that, inde 
pendently of a great pater al care on the part of the Gov 
ernment, they will be so bad as to wring cries of shame and 
indignation from the civilized world, dishearten the triends 
and advocates of emancipation at home, and give new Vital 
ity to the disloyal suggestions of the slaveholders’ allies in 
I Vorth and West. ~ ; : z . : 

as the Government any moral right to free the slave 
Wi Lseeing to It that, with every chain it breaks, the 


best within its power is dove to keep the treediman from 


ring alter his master and his bondage, 


liatike trou feeling 
that his liberty is a burden, lis lite acurse, and bis domes 
tie affvetions even more fatal to bis peace under our flag 


Livin beneath the Shall be hunger and 
thirst, shall he go naked and cold, shall he wander louse 
J and die unburied, shall tis aged parents and young 
lildren be seattered where be cannot find them, and in 
unspeakable misery lay their bones together, wo old and 
too young to contend with their fate upon the strange and 
distant soil to Which fear aud want have driven them? 
While anything remains undone within the power of the 
nation or the Goveriumentto doto alleviate or diminish this 
itistian principle and pity of our people will 
allow none Who are respousible for it lo rest in peace. 


plantation Whips 


misery, the ¢ 


” * * * * * * * * * 


It is plain to us, with our experience, that the question 
is too large for anything short of Government authority, 
Goverument resources, and Goverument ubiquity to deal 
with ‘The plans, the imeans, the agencies within any 
volunteer control are insignificant in their adequacy tothe 


vastness of thedemand. Our reliet associations have dis 
eharged their bighest duty ta testing many of the most 
doubiiul questions touching the negro’s ability and will 


ingue to come under direction when direction has lost 
its authoritative character, ‘They live proved the freed 
mein’s diligence, docility, and loyalty, his intelligence and 
value as alaborer. ‘They have alleviated much waut aud 
But were the 


Misery also. ir resources Lei Lines What they 
are, and ten times What they can be made, they would be 
no substitute tor the governmental watcehtulness and pro 


Vision Wiich so nuns 
circutnstane 


ous a race under such extraordinary 
Jn our judgment the presentand 
the future of the treedmen demand a kind and degree of 
studs , and of aid, Which itis in the nature of 
things impossible the Government should give indirectly, 
or by ineans ol any existing bureau or combination of bu- 
reuus, * * * * - * * * 7 

We ask, then, your interposition with Congress, recom- 
mending the immediate creation of a bureau of emancipa- 
tion, charged with the study of plans and the execution of 
measures tor easing, guiding, andin every way judiciously 
aud humanely aiding the passage of our emancipated and 


sre quires. 


, of guidance 


yetto be emancipated blacks trom their old condition ot 
toreed labor to their new state of voluntary industry. We 
ask it for many reasons, but we will content ourselves with 


stating only two: 

1. It is necessary that there should be a central office, to 
collecttrom original investigations, and to receive from in- 
vestigations already made and making, the now seattered 
information and varied and undigested testimony respect- 
ing the condition, Wauts, and prospects of the treediman. 
‘The amount of kuowiedge now existing in private hands, 
or local spheres and associations, is already great; but it 
is neatly useless for want of being arranged and brought 
into systematic order. If offered to the Government, as 
it constantly is, it is brought to officials already overbur- 
dened with care and duties, and laid before Departments 
Which are not yet agreed as to Qie precise sphere within 
Which itfalls. The honestdifferences of Departments as to 
their authority and responsibility in the case have beena 
chief obstruction to the methods of dealing promptly with 
the necessities of the freedman. Were a bureau in exist- 
ence with no other duty but to attend to this vastand ever- 
expanding class of our fellow-creatures, countrymen, and 
citizens, it would at once be able to concentrate, and in 
the shortest possible lime to methodize, the now diffused 
and disjointed testimony in the ease, and from its ecutral 
and commanding point of view to devise plans and meas- 
ures which would satisfy the humanity and relieve the 
auxieties Of the nation, 

» 
be a Goveroment bureau. ‘The various freedmen’s associa- 
tions, rich, numerous, and powerfal, might unite and es- 
tablish a central ofiice at Washington, in whieh should con- 
verge all the light and knowledge collected at the most 
distant points of the circumference, and trom which wise 
and humane plans might originate and radiate in all diree- 
tions; but such a central office, disconnected from the 
Government, as in that ease by the hypothesis it would be, 
without any right to official information or assistance, 
would lack the chief illumination now required, which is 
simply this: a knowledge how the existing machinery of 


the Governmentin all departments can be brought to bear | 


on the problem of guidance, support, and relief in this tem 


porary though not brief state of the transiuon of millions of 


boudmen from torced to free labor. This is a problem in 
Which the vast, costly, omnipresent machinery and agen- 
cics of the Government already existing, with the least pos- 
sible additivns and the least possible disturbance, are to be 





economized and applied to the work of starting and aidiy 
a humane process of emancipation. » ” ° " 


omy to be considered. 
sequence 
the negro cost 


is demoralizing in the extreme to civil and social o, 


or his needless cde cination, ts 
and arson, and violenterim 
the vengeance inhabiting violated jaws, 
one of another, and if one of the members suffer all ty 
members suftler with it. 
of self preservation, as well as with a fearof the righi 


thew 





ask that it be reread? 


sent. 


| ing to the gentleman from Ohio. 
| Clerk to read the message of tne President of the 


2. [tis not merely a central office thatis wanted. Itmust | 





February 9. 


———— . 


But, apart trom pelitical economy, there is a moral e 

It is really a matter of su 

whether the humane and successtul ox 
J The howor, the dig 


more OF Jess, 


moral and religious character of this mation js ats cc. O 
duties to God and man are not to be sacrificed to an 
pecuniary considerations. We are bound by the 
spiritual obligations to make the process of enue 
for the shives as sale and as litthe uohlappy and destin 

to them as possible. Again, apathy, au widitier 

man lite—the terrible accompuitinent Of a state of w 


White life is not sate when negro Life is held cheap 
‘The neglect of the negro is seli-negleets and his a 
certain to produce mur 
‘sathome. Weeannot eseay 
Weare members 


It is, therelore, With ap instiner 


retribution of God, that the moralized and intelligent, 
humane and Christian people of this country, ery ou 
national Government that the foreed and milita 
emancipation of the negro shall be made as human: 
the dithicult and serious circumstances of the case y 
permit. The Christian heart, the moralized brain of 
nation, Will not suffer their Government to do less 1 


i 


the utmost in the ordering of this greatand solemn m 


Let not this annie iyfora bureau of emane pation 


an expression and organ of Government solicitude and ca 


be confounded with a disposition to overdo the eare of th 


freedmen; to come between them and the natural laws « 
political economy 5 to substitute supervision and direet 


for their own Jatent energies and selt-helpfulness. "Phe 
Ulinost extent to which the ordinary principles of tree lett 
and labor can be applied to the blacks should be insisted 


on; the least possible done tor them, the most possible ex 


pected of them; as little difference made as can be betwee) 
them and other Jaborers, their treatinent always leaning 


rather to too little than too much aid aud direction. — [t 


to learn by careful inquiry the utmost extent to which this 
sound canon of civilization can be applied to the treedme 
that the first study of the bureau of emancipation would | 
directed. 
be applied to at Jeast a million of them further than it is 
applied to our own children. If, in obedience to the gener 
principle that all aid and direction is weakening to hum 
beings, we are ready to cast our own offspring at & tender 
age upon their owii resources, We may think it wire oder 
with like Spartan severity with the freedmen, of who » 
many are children in character when not children in years 


jut experience has already taughtthat it cann 


We must lend leading strings to these babes of liberty, and, 


would we have them go alone, see that they do not das 
out their own brains betore they learn to walk. 


* * * * * * * * * . * 


Imploring the blessing of God on the nation, the freed 
man, the country’s cause, ind the President of the Unit 


States, we are, with profound respect, your Excelleiucy’s 
fellow-citizens and feliow-countrymen, 


STEPHEN COLWELL, President of Joint 
Committee. 

EDWARD ATKINSON, 

GEORGE CABOT WARD, 

J.M. WALDEN, 

FRANCIS GEORGE SHAW, President Na 
tional Freedman’s Association, of New } 

HENRY WARD BEECHER, of New Yoo 

HENRY W. BELLOWS, of New York. 

GEORGE CABOT WARD, of New York. 

C.R. ROBERT, of New York. 

STEPHEN COLWELL, of Philadelphia. 

J. WHEATON SMITH, of Philadelphia. 

ELLIS YARNALL, of Philadelphia. 

FRANCIS R. COPE, of Philadelphia. 

ADAM POE, President ** Western Freedman’s 
Aid Committee,’ of Cincinnati. 

EDWARD HARWOOD, of Cincinnati. 

LEVI COFFIN, of Cincinnati. 

J. M. WALDEN, of Cincinnati. 

J. M. FORBES, of Boston. 

EDWARD ATKINSON, of Boston. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I did not hear the 
whole of that document read. Is it in order to 
[Laughter.] 
It requires unanimous con- 


Secretaries. 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. COLE, of California. 


I object. 
Mr. ELIOT. 


1 am very glad it is so interest- 
I now ask the 


United States. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

Herewith I lay before you a letter addressed to myself 
by a committee of gentlemen representing the Freedman’s 
Aid Societies in Boston, New York, Puiladelphia, aud 
Cincinnati. The subject of the letter, as indicated above, 
is one of great magnitude and importance, and one which 
these gentlemen, of known ability and high character, seem 
tou have considered with great attention aud care. No 
having time to form a mature judgment of my own as to 
whether the plan they suggest is the best, T submit the 


| whole subject to Congress, deeming that their attention 


thereto is almoet imperatively demanded. : 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
December 17, 1863. 


Mr. ELIOT. That letter of the President was 
| written in December, 1863. Nearly one year be- 
fore that time, in January, 1863,1 offered the first 


aad 
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bill upon this subject, establishing a Bureau of the committee of conference is this: the Hou und new Department, of indefinite duration, 

Emat ation, which was referred, as gentlemen passed a bill which would hav riven t wi) ‘ to | | ltotl various other Departments of 

uA remember, to a select committee,at the head care of the subject of \ { War Dr (rove t. whe t > new Department 

of w i s Judze White, of lndiana. partment, and as | think very erly | ' only ssubiect of freed 

‘I t mmittee was prepared to reporta bill, but me ure set adrift by \ \ \ : very nature 

hav y f the l rning M yur they be treedt { ry P . 

‘ or » ¢ rt , they were prevented our arm i Bu la verv m lifter 
5 ) ’ our ines. Ai v itever i A ’ » W ¢ ot 1 “ t t proposed by t 
The bill wi enin offered at the next session || ‘ever they do, and whoever they may » they fa Military Comi L the reported trom t 
of Congress, and tands No. Lupon the Calendar. naturaiy with th s oro \ ! \rioy ‘ ’ t ( ‘ nee W have mou i da 
lew referred to acommittee, aud reporte 1 again as it procecds, and as 1 advance iS mad no nm me intot 
ii is will N Be 5). and itnow comes up for direcu mn. 1 ! ¢ ' i d.in ‘ 
n the committee of conference. Since It seems to me, therefore, that the H ‘ u 7" culiarity of the 

January, 1863, we have been endeavoring to ma- || perfectly right in providing that these per trod i bythe Military Committee is that 

ture some legislation on this subject. Now, un- thus t afloat by the ‘idents and } t not d riminate ¢ t whites; that it 

| some other member desu sto propound int I of war, and nee tance and reliet fi to t eof all refugees, as well a 

I itortes or Wishes to speak upon this subject, the Government, should fall within the care | Imen, who may need the help of the Gav- 

I propose toc ll the previous question. attention of that Department of the Government rnin Now, | have no objection to the Gov 

“Mr. SCHENCK. Will the gentleman from which is engaged in the conduct of the war, and |) ernment authorities takine under their care and 
Massachusetts [Mr. Exior] withdraw that call || that a resort to other system is but to pro- || supervision, to whatever extent may be necessary, 
for the present? duce aclashineg between different Departments; is thesecolored men who may be released from bond- 
Mr. ELIOT. Certainly. but to attempt to introduce, as it were, a wheel |) : nd thrown by the accidents of war upon our 
Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I am perfectly | within a wheel—a system of operations looking hands. IUthink ita duty which we owe to them 
well aware thatin the fe w remaining days of this | for its head and direction to one Department ot to look after themtoacertainextent. Yetl think 
short session not much or lone debate would be the Government within the very field of the opera t t, with regard to them well as with reeard 
either proper or in good taste. But I trust the || tions of another Department of the Government to white refugees, there is always danger that we 

House will exeuse me for asking at least a little The Senate took different view, d 1 en lo in a state of pupilage 
; attention to this subject from another point of || to leave the care of this matter where it now i lt will. t ‘ m too much as a matter 

view this morning; my excuse being that this under the presei ition that ex ot un ot CGrovernment, lest, i id 

subject f } rovidinge tor refugees, set adrift by the subject, in tl Treasury D irtment; thu 3 hing u in them a feeling of stre rand 
Cx the fortunes of war, was, some two montis building up a sortof rivalry by giving the Treas f-dependence, we should create in them rat 

avo, referred to the Committee on Military Af- ury Department the care of matter which are | i d lence on o rs, a disposition to 
Ti fairs, of which l am chairman, and that as soon the incidents and « quences of 1 war, | ren 1 to some extent paupers tn ch urve of the 
alter that time as opportunity could be had, the within the very area covered by the war-making Government, not looking out for themselves, be 
committee reported to this House a bill which power in Its operats . The ecom ‘ cause t r condition of dependence would be an 
they had printed for the information of the House || ference, in making their compromise, have pro- |» easier life than taking care of themselves. ‘Chat 

and recommitted to thatcommittee; and that com- posed_to us a new thing entirely; that is, that to be wuarded avainst either as to whites o1 

mittee now holds itself ready, whenever an op- neither the Tr iry D ment, the} cs: and t difference of which Iam speak 

portunity offe rs, to report that bill baelx to the wishes, nor tl War Departm t, as the Liou mie ween the two l is that the system pro 

: 5 Hous , With two or three small amendments. proposes, shall have charge of th t, bu ' d bv ul committee of conference, building 

Ll can better, perhaps, present the view taken | thata new D t if the Gove t sh the ition heretofore attempted and which 

irs by the Commiitee on Military Affairs of this || be established, at the head of which there shia resulted in the difference between the two Llouses, 

. Whole s ibject, by asking to have read from the be a Commissianer, wit a salary of some tout looks only to the care and supervision to be «x 

. Clerk’s desk the very short bill concerning this thousand dollars, with various subordinates unde tended over freedmen, while nothing whatever is 
matter which that committee are prepared to re- him, to take care f this whole ibiect. t | done fort wit refurees, 

er port. ‘The three verbal amendments proposed by Mr. ELIOT. ‘The gentleman will allow me We have heard, Mr. Speaker, time and again, 

t the committee are inserted tn the bill, and if the to say that in the provisions for the appointment and heard related most truthfully, details moving 

Clerk will read it the House will be in possession of a Commissioner and assistant commissioners, | our sympathy, some of them most appalling im 

] of the bill precisely in the shape the committee || the commitfee made no change as to the exper their character, of the suffering of the poor creat- 

; propose to report it back. Mr. SCHENCK. ‘That is a mere matter of ures who, by the aeecidents and necessities of 
The Clerk read, as follows: detail on which I did not mean to comment or) war, being released from bondage, live along the 

es A bill to establish in the War Department a Bureau forthe make any criticism The main point to which I border or escape into our lines, and for a time, 
cs Kteliet of freedmen oe murlnguas. am inviting the attention of the House ts that the men, women, and children, all of them, are more 
| : nee , jo Per ee eee tan report of the committee of « onfe rence, instead of or le 1s he Iple , depending upon the bounty and 

a bureau be established in the War Department, to con leaving this subject to the War Department a care of the Government to save them from dest! 

tinue during the present war of rebellion, to which strall be the House desir: d,or to the ‘Trea ury D I tution and tarvation, until they can in some f 

: committed (he supervision, management, and control of ment as the Senate proposed, presents a new idea manner be lookedafter. And whatever is true in 
tine “ 0 eee pip walt altogether; that is, to create a new and Independ- regard to the blacks is also true in regard to th 
embraced in the operations of the Ariny, under such rules || €Nt Department of the Government to have charge whites in relation tothis matter. From the very 
and regulations as may be preseribed by the head of the of freedmen. Inthis consists the first material dif t of war, i irging over the country back 

man’s : ee sane girt oe geif toe we ane ee ference in idea between one ee ee ed by t and forth, o matter WhO earmyitm \y he, that 

Venger piesa a alt ie : neato he ai aay iene Committee on Military Affairs and that reported of the rebels or that of our own Government, the 

compensation shall be $3,000 per annuin, and such num by the committee of conference. Wedo not thin! m 1of that arn y must alway resultin houses 

ber of clerks as may be deemed necessary by the ehiet of it necessary to builtupa new Department of vast being destroyed, in home being made desolate, 
the bureau, and approved by the Secretary of War, notex proportions. We in nat think it nece ry that + eople beine driven from the shelter of these 

ri ling twoot the lourth Ciass, tWo Of the third Class, tiree l i ¥ . 

GT the aesand wines ahd five hr the fit elas. that Department should be indefinite as to its dui homes } a itution, in suffering. It follows 
| Sec.2. ud be il further enacted, Thatthe President may tion. Wedonot think thatthe pi nt condition from t cause, and that unfortunately extends 
the assign to such bureau, for the benefit of said retugees ind of the freedmen in the country i Vv ine? more a to black ind whites and to a colors Thi 

er frecdinen, the temporary use of such abandoned lands and than one of the ineidents of the war—temporary let 2, if we were to go into them, and if we 
tenements in insurrectionary States, not belonging to loyal . . ; : 

= ot may be necessarv. and may direct such issues in its character from the very nature of things; t should have information read which has come 

cl of provisions, clothing, and’ fuel as he may deem needfal be disposed of as the war progresses, and to be before the Committee on Military Affairs, as the 
for te immediate and temporary shelter and supply of des ended about the time when the war closes. We ventleman has had an areument read in favor of 
titute and suffering t tugees and treedun i, and their Wives think, therefore, that some competent existing providing for freedmen; the details would bem 
' and children, under such rules and regulations as he may . . y . 

rest- direct. c Department of the Government should take care harrowing of the suflerings of these white men 

c thie Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatall laws and parts of this subject while the war continues, as t who have been driven by the progress of our 

f th of laws couflieting herewith are hereby repealed. subject will probably need no further attentio armiesor the rebel armies from the country which 

Mr. SCHENCK. The bill which has been || when the war shall haveended. ‘The Committe: they had ¢ ipied before onthe other side of ou 
read by the Clerk was prepared by the Commit- || on Military Affairs think, and have provided ac- line 

tee on Military Affairs; and as contrasted with |) cordingly in the bill which they have pre ed, he bill proposed by the Committee on Military 

$: the bill from the committee of conference, which || that the pl yper Department to have the care and Affairs does not, asl have said,look to a « 

nyselt is now under consideration, it presents the dif- || supervision ‘of this whole matter is the Wat t on account of color does not d ‘ 

man’s ference between the two systems proposed. That Departme nt, inasmuch as all these necessities ¢ v ‘ ut, if we ar , ate 

ee ditlerence, briefly, is this: the bill of the confer- || refugees and freedmen are matters at yascon- t t, would prov f firere ind freed 

i Pi ence committee, as has been stated by the gen- | sequences of the war, and having re i men, } ‘ of all , f n 

‘seem tleman from Illinois, [Mr. W asuBurne,} isa bill || within the line of operations of our arm order tha ill have rary t t 

Ne actually made upand brought into this House by This leads me to remark upon anotl featur immediat ae required in order th 

Lg the committee of conference. It is not the bill | in which the bill which the C mittee on M they may not und eat ne, and t 

metic n which was first passed by the House. Itis not itary Affairs would propose to t LH hif d that they may b i condition to shift 
the bill which was offered to us vy the Senateas from this bill. We pi ose to limit the oper- for themselves and b ven ndependent of th 

LN a substitute for the House bill. But it is made ation of our bill to the time of the existence of heip trom the 1 bhie of the country at the 
up by ah abandonment of both of those bills in || this present war of rebellion. The bill before th earliest time wl that can be breught about. 

L was — to have acompromise upon an entirely new House from the committee of conference has no There general difference in character 

ir be- pill. 


» first The first feature of this new bill produced by 


we 


al 


limitation asto time. Now,it would seem proper between t proposed by the Military Com 
that there should not be a great system built u 


p, mittee and this bill from the committee of con 
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ference. ‘The bill from the committee of confer- | 
ence, like the bill which went from this House to 
that committee and the Senate substitute, deals 
very Jargely in detail. Now, | think in regard to 
a matter of this kind, which my friend from Mas- 
sachusetts himself says is experimental legisla- | 
ion, that it is better, from the very nature of the || 
case, 48 itis a matter which relates to an emer- 
gency, to a necessity, to an accident, as it were, 
of the times and the condition of the warin which 
we are, that the system should build itself upand | 
grow by accretion and development according to | 


' 


the necessities as they arise or are found toexist. || 


- a | 
If you attempt to provide in advance for every 


particular thing, if you havecomplicated machin 
ery inthis bill, or simple machinery even, running | 
so much into detail, you run the risk of not ac- | 
complishing the object you seek, but, on the con- 
trary, the farther risk of defeating the very object 
which you are engaged tn by raising endless ques- 
tions as to the meaning or application of this par- 
ticular provision of this law. 

The bill proposed, therefore, is simy ly that, 
under proper regulations to be prescribed by the 
Department and approved by the President, with 
the help of the officer detailed or Appoint d for 
that purpose at the head of the bureau, with such | 
subordinates and clerks as may be required, this | 
bureau shall be established in the War Depart | 
ment, and as the emergency arises and the neces- 
sity exists, shall take care of the whole subject; | 
and the only detail is that the President may as- 
sign for the benefit of the refugees, black and 
white, and freedmen, such abandoned lands; not 
lands in possession, but such abandoned lands of 
disloyal owners temporarily,as may be requireds| 
to aid them in having subsistence supplied until | 
they can obtain such subsistence themselves. 

Now, sir, with these views upon the subject, | 
and having presented these differences of ideas, 
lam frank to say that I realize the position in 
which this matter comes before the House. I | 
know we have to adopt this report of the com- 
mittee of conference as an entirety; that we have 
got to take it as a whole or vote it down entirely; 
that there can be no substitute, as I wish there 
could be, offered now; and that there can be no 
amendment proposed now. It is for the Elouse, | 


then, to determine whether it is better to give up || 


entire this which legislates for those freedmen in | 
the manner now proposed by the committee of con- | 
ference, and run the risk, if they agree with me 
in my opinions upon this subject, of passing a 
bill which will cover the whole ground and pro- | 
vide for all refugees who suffer from the war; | 
or whether, wishing to be sure of something in 
the way of legislation, although not covering the | 
whole ground, they will take this partial legisla- 
tion now, by agreeing to the report of the com- 
mittee of conferrence. 

Mr. GANSON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio what course is now adopted by 
the Department in reference to this matter? 

Mr. SCHENCK. A very bad one. There 
mre a great many agents, superintendents, and 
assistant superintendents in the Department, who || 
have charge of the subject of trade, upon which 
this matter devolves. ‘The law under which they || 
act 1s as follows: 


“Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That, in addition 
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or less familiar with, are charged with the execu- 
tion of everything relating to these destitute peo- 
ple along our lines. There is thrown upon them 
a duty entirely different from, if not antagonistic 
to, those more direct duties to which they were ap- 
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pointed, and having no connection with this class 


of duties; and the consequence has been—I may 


| say without imputing wrong or negligence toany 
/ one—that little or nothing has been done, or, per- 


haps, can be done to take care of the freedmen. 
And how stands the matter in reference to these 


refugees generally, for of that matter I have had | 


extensive opportunity for personal observation? 


| There come continually within the lines of our 
Army people whose homes have been made des- | 


olate, or who have been cut off from supplies of 
food, clothing, or other necessaries which would 


enable them to remain at their homes, and who 
have the alternative to stay at home and starve, 


or throw themselves upon the mercy of our Gov- | 


ernmentor military authorities. When thus they 
come to us we are compelled, without authority 
of law, to meet their condition as a mere question 
of humanity and charity, from which | would 
not shrink, and would direct commissaries and 
quartermast¢rs to supply the necessary wants 
of those people, without which relief they would 
starve, or freeze, or suffer. Inallcases, | believe, 
and in cases within my own personal knowl- 


|| edge I know, the Government has sanctioned 


what has thus been done by military command- 
ers; and that, too, where, as in some instances 
within my own knowledge, that relief has been 
extended to the wives and children of rebels and 
of rebel soldiers, and who being within our lines 
in this destitute and suffering condition, it was 


not thought should starve or perish miserably on || 


account of the conduct of their fathers and hus- 
bands and friends. That relief has sometimes 
extended to the wives and children of our own 


_ soldiers who, called away from home to distant 





to the captured and abandoned property to be received, 
collected, and disposed of, as provided in said act, the said | 
agents shall take charge of and lease, for periods not ex- 
ceeding twelve months, the abandoned lands, houses, and | 
tenements within the districts therein named, and shall 
also provide, in such leases or otherwise, for the employ- 
ment and general welfare of all persons within the lines | 
of national military occupation within said insurrectionary 
States formerly held as slaves, who are or shall become 
free, Property, real or personal, shall be regarded as aban- 
doned when the lawful owner thereof shall be voluntarily 
absent therefrom, and engaged, either in arms or other- 
wise, in aiding or encouraging the rebellion.” 

| 

! 

} 





The Secretary of the Treasury, in adopting 
regulations under that law, has provided that the | 
special agents of the Government and their sub- | 
ordinatesshall doall that is required relative to the | 
employment and general welfare of the freedmen; | 
that all these matters shall be carried into effect | 
by the same agents and under the same supervis- || 
ion as are provided under the regulations concern- 
ing commercial intercourse. These commercial | 


| 
. . - . | 
agents, whose duties lie in an entirely different | 


fields suddenly, could not leave their families in 
such a condition as to getalong withoutaid. That 
relief has been very frequently applied to persons 
living along our lines, having no connection with 
either army, but affected by and driven away 
from their homes by the movement of one or the 
other of the two armies. 

This matter of suffering is one t8 which you 
cannot shut your eyes; and as a matter of human- 
ity and charity you must meet and provide for 


| it. It is a matter to which no man has a right to 


shut his eyes, or any officer of the Government 
shrink from affording immediate and speedy re- 
lief at the moment when the necessity exists, 
without which starvation and death will come to 
the sufferers. 

The Government therefore, I say, has been 
compelled, from the very necessities of the case, 
to sanction this relief, and yet it is irregular and 
without law, but has been done under the prompt- 
ings of the higher law and the necessities of hu- 
manity. 

Now, I propose to legalize the system; and I 
propose to legalize the system not merely with 
respect to freedmen or to a particular class, but 
as to all parties that suffer in that way along the 
lines of military operation in consequence of the 
war which is going on. 

I know, and I believe I have already alluded to 


| it, that in reference both tothe bill of the conimit- 
| tee of conference and the bill which the Committee 


on Military Affairs propose, there is always a dan- 
ger that you may raise up, as it were, a large 
body of paupers living and preferring to live on 
the Government rather than exercise their own 
means of obtaining a subsistence for themselves; 
but that after all is a matter which must be left 
to the discretion of those engaged in relievin 

them, as all such things always are; and while I 


| see the danger in one direction upon that side, it 


is not nearly as great asthe necessity which spurs 
us on, upon the other, to do something for lens 
people. I would pass a law, if I could, which 
should extend a provision of this kind so as to 
relieve the sufferings and keep from perishing all 
men of all color anywhere along within the limits 


| of the operations of our Army who need thus to 


be relieved. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 


thatthe gentleman from Ohio [Mr.Scuencx] has || 


direction, and who are mixed up with the regula- || a little overstated the case in characterizing the 


tion of all these cotton trades and other matters | 


along our lines, which every gentleman is more 1 


bill submitted by the committee of conference as 
a new bill. It really presents the provisions 


| Senate bills proposed to confide it. 
| ease it was proposed to leave it to the Treasury, 


| try. 
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of the two bills, that which originated in the 
House and that which originated in the Senate, 
and contains very little thatis not to be found in 
one or the other of them. 

The committee of conference discovered graye 
objections to putting this matter in charge of either 
of the Departments to which the House and the 
In the one 


That was in the judgment of the committee to make 
mana mere appendage to cotton, a commercial 
article to be treated and dealt with with exclusive 
reference to increasing the revenues of the coun- 
To leave it to the War Department, as was 
proposed in the other, there were objections, 
which, without characterizing, I may illustrate by 


| pointing to the alleged treatment of thousands of 
| contrabands by Major General Jefferson C. Davis 


| 
| 


in the course of Sherman’s march through Geor- 
gia. It was, therefore, believed by the commit- 
tee of conference that they could best embody the 
views of the two Houses by proposing the estab- 


| lishment of the Department provided for in this 
| bill. 


The view taken by the gentleman from Ohio, 
who has certainly presented his suggestions with 
a great deal of point, is a very narrow one. It 


| does not comprehend the scope of this bill, or 





| claims. 
| of laws under which they have been reared, un- 








| of the want for which it proposes to provide. He 
| seems to desire to enlarge its purposes by em- 
| bracing a class of people not contemplated by the 


bill, but proposes really to narrow them by re- 
ducing the functions simply to those of feeding 
exiled people or hungry refugees. The bill con- 
templates a temporary organization for system- 
atizing the labor of the four million people who 
hold no other relation than life and nativity to our 
country or its institutions. They have no expe- 
rience of life beyond the plantation, or if they 
have, they have derived it as they have gone in 


| gangs from one slave market to another, or from 


the market to the field of labor. They have not 
been permitted to know the cares and responsi- 
bilities of life. 

We provide by national law for the care of the 
newly-arrived immigrants, and why? Because 
many of them come tv us in ignorance, and most 
of them without knowledge of our country, its 
laws, its habits. We protect them against the 
vices of our own people. We induct them, as it 
were, into the great temple of American civiliza- 
tion. 

The system, or rather want of system; proposed 
by the gentleman from Ohio would, in my judg- 
ment, create and foster an immense body of pau- 
pers, while the aim of every provision in the bill 
of the committee of conference is to elevate into 
independent, self-sustaining, self-governing men 
and women the freedmen of the country. They 
hold no relation, | say, to our Jaws. They are 
not witnesses under the laws of the States in re- 


| hellion; they may not sue; they may be robbed 
| of their earnings, and there is no court before 


which they can successfully present or press their 
They are, thanks to the infernal system 


able to read or write. 
This bill would throw around them for a brief 


| time the care of the Government, and see that 


contracts are fairly made with them and fairly 
enforced. It involves no large amount of patron- 
age. It involves no cost. It proposes to add im- 
mensely to the revenue of the country by making 
lands that otherwise would lie waste bloom and 
bear, and to quicken the industry by giving the 
stimulant of a just reward to those who, without 
such care, would wander in vagrancy and pau- 
perism, under the general provisions of the bill 
which the gentleman from Ohio would substitute. 

I have been reminded by a question put to me 
by the gentleman from Missouri that one of my 
statements, while practically accurate, may not 
be technically true; that this people cannot sue in 
some of the States now ininsurrection. I suppose 
that when their freedom should be acknowledged 
they would have the right to issue process, to im- 
plead a party, but they could not sustain it. 
Neither their oaths nor the oaths of the people 
of their race could be heard in support of their 
suit; and the right to issue a writ, without the 
right to adduce witnesses to sustain your cause, 
is practically the denial of the right to sue; so 
that, although my statement was not technically 
true, it was substantially and practically true. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is not often given to a Legisla- 
ture to perform an actsuch as weare now to pass 
upon. We have four million peoplein poverty, 
because our laws have denied them the right to 
acquire property; in ignorance, because our laws 
have made ita felony to instruct them; without 
organized habits, because war has broken the 








shackles which bound them, and has released | 


them from the plantations which were destined 
to be their world. 


We are to organize them into society; we are | 
to guide them, as the guardian guides his ward, | 


for a brief period, until they can acquire habits 


and become confident and capable of self-control; | 
we are to watch over them, and if we do we have, | 
from their conduct in the field and in the school, | 
evidence that they will more than*repay our la- 

bor. If we do not we will doom them to va- | 
grancy and pauperism, and throw upon another | 


Congress, and perhaps upon another generation, 
the duty or the effort to reclaim those whose 
hopes we will have blasted, whose usefulness we 
will have destroyed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATR. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed bills of the following titles,in which he 


was directed to ask the concurrence of the House, | 


namely: 


Anact(S. No. 413) to establish a bridge across | 


the Ohio river at Cincinnati, Ohio, a post road; 


An act (S. No. 390) relating to the postal laws; 


An act (S. No. 430) to amend an act to enable 
the people of Nevada to form a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States; 

An act (S. No. 411) to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to incorporate the Metropolitan Railroad 
Company in the District of Columbia; and 

An act (S. No. 359) to reimburse the State of 
Missouri for moneys expended for the United 
States. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


United States in certain cases; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


REIMBURSEMENT OF MISSOURI. 

Mr. KING asked and obtained unanimous con- 
sent to have taken from the Speaker’s table an 
act (S. No. 359) to reimburse the State of Mis- 
souri for moneysexpended for the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


METROPOLITAN RAILROAD COMPANY. 
Mr. STILES asked and obtained unanimous 


consent to have taken from the Speaker’s table an | 
act (S. No. 411) to amend an act entitled “‘Anact | 


to incorporate the Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany in the District of Columbia;’? which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 


STATE OF NEVADA. 


Mr. WORTHINGTON asked and obtained | 


unanimous consent to have taken from the 
Speaker’s table an act (S. No. 430) to amend an 
act to enable the people of Nevada to forma con- 
stitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 


Mr. ELIOT addressed the Chair. 
Mr. CHANLER. [ask the gentleman from 


Ma@sachusetts to yield the floor to me for a few | 


minutes. 

Mr. ELIOT. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, when this 
bill was before the House the other day I rose 
for the purpose of moving its reference to the 


Judiciary Committee—I did so in good faith, for | 


the purpose of bringing before that committee 
the character of the bill and the general tenor of 
its provisions. It appears to me to bea bill to 
provide for tenants in fee in one case, and for 


TH 


——— $= 


| 
| 


tenants at willin another. The overwhelming 


| pretext of ** military necessity’? has developed 


throughout the country a new class of American 


| citizens—men without homes, without rights, 
| without history, and apparently without the pro- 
| tectionofthelaw. I would keep these men within 








\ 


|| ing our resources. 
way slave and the freedmanas the result of a mil- 


the purview of the pretext which gave them their 
present status. I would hold them amenable to 
the military law during the existence of the pres- 
ent rebellion. 

i consider the remarks made by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] of the Military Com- 
mittee, to be pertinent, wise, and proper, and in 
looking at the bills presented—the one by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Exiot,] from 
the committee on conference, and the one by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencx,] from the 
Committee on Military Affairs—I shall support 
thatof the gentleman from Ohio, because it meets 
the case logically and carries out the established 


| policy of the Administration, in my view, in the 


most mild and judiciousmanner. ‘The arguments 
advanced by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Ketvey] also prove the necessity there ex- 
ists that those freedmen should be under some 
stronger hand for their government than that pro- 
posed to be laid upon them by the bill presented 
from the committee on conference. 

The position presented to this House by the 
two races under consideration, in the bill of the 


| gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] is simply 
this: that on a given line of territory are to be | 
| found two races struggling for life, liberty, and 


happiness, and demanding the protection of the 
American Government. The major premise is 
the broad, philanthropic, reasonable, and consti- 
tutional one assumed by the gentleman from Ohio. 
While the clash of arms is ringing In the ears of 
men from one end of the land to the other, he 
proposes to throw the protection of the sword 
around those who are too helpless to protect them- 
selves. Remove that protection, send to the bor- 
der a commission appointed under the bill of the 
conference committee, and to what result will it 


| come? That very commission must demand from 

Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey, from the Com- || 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported as truly en- || 
rolled an act (H. R. No. 689) to provide for Act- | 
ing Assistant Treasurers or depositaries of the | 


the military commander of that department the 
very protection which the Military Committee 
extend directly to the parties in distress. 

Sir, the question of immigration has been 
brought into consideration. We are all, in one 
sense, immigrants; we are all the descendants of 
immigrants; we represent in this couvtry the 
grand principle of immigration, the development 
of that principle, and the civilization which fol- 
lows a free exercise of it. 
purpose of argument, to contrast the situation of 


| the immigrant to-day with the situation of the 


black freedman now thrust upon us. ‘That proves 
nothing. We invite the immigrant from abroad 
to seek a home here for the purpose of develop- 
We have received the runa- 


itary necessity which we could meet in no other 
way. That line of argument has no force on my 
mind; it presents no new phase of the argument 
presented to this House from time to time by the 
gentlemen who have addressed the House upon 
this subject. It has butone merit. It proves in- 
contestably that at no time,and under no circum- 
stances, will gentlemen who are laboring under 
certain influences of fanaticism—which has been 
called, by those who use language stronger than 
| propose to use at present, aspecies of Junacy— 
allow any adjustment of this subject which will 
give the white race equal protection from this 
Government, under the same circumstances, to 
that enjoyed bythe blacks. ‘Thatis all | cangsee 
in that argument. 

We are told that the military bill is a bill for 
force. Weare not told, however, what will be 
the advantage of leaving these freedmen without 
the ‘protection of the military arm. During the 
existence of military departments throughout the 
country itis impossible that they can be removed 
at any time from military surveillance, even if the 
bill proposed by the committee on conference 


| should pass. 


Now, sir, on the question of revenue I have 
nothing to say. The chief objection offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to the proposi- 
tion was that it proposed to treat this subject as 
a revenue question. Whether either bill be in- 
cidentally a measure of revenue cannot, it seems 
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to me, be an important consideration, if the pro- 
visions are inaccordance with justice and adapted 
to promote the welfare of those for whom we are 
seeking to provide. The objection that this bill 
is a measure of revenue overlooks, it appears to 
me, its chief merit. The true merit of the bill 
seems to be that it will do good, and that it will, 
by the force that is now in the field, make that 
good permanent, and secure to certain lessees of 
the Government tenements to hold at will until 
the President of the United States, in his wisdom, 
shall deem it time to make other provision for 
that class sought to be provided for. 

Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speaker, | propose to oc- 
cupy the attention of the House buta few minutes 
in reply to some of the suggestions made by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,] the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs. IT 
desire that his vote shall be given for the measure 
reported by the committee of conference, and I 
give him notice, Mr. Speaker, that | expect him 
thus to vote. I do not believe that it will be in 
his heart to refuse to vote in favor of this bill 
because he desires that something more shall be 
accomplished. 

What my friend has said in regard to refugees, 
I do not propose to controvert. It may be that 
the facts are all exactly as he states them. If at 
a proper time the committee having charge of 
this matter of freedmen had had an opportunity 
to consider the question with regard to refugees, 


| that question would have been treated by them 


with careful attention, and they would have been 
prepared to report upon it. What was referred 
to them was the matter of freedmen, not because 
it was a discrimination in favor of the black 
arainst the white, but because the time had come 
when, in the order of Providence, some legisla- 
tion was demanded for those men. 

It may be that legislation is also needed for the 
white refugees. Then let my friend vote with us 
for this bill; so much will be gained; and when 
the time shall come, if the gentleman from Ohio 
will iniuate supplemental legislation, he will find 
nothing in my heart that will prevent me from 
giving him such support as the character of hia 
bill may properly call for. But let us notdestroy 
all because we cannot now getall. It is perfectly 
obvious that no change can be made in this re- 
port. It must be adopted as a whole or it must 
be rejected asa whole. Why shall we run the 
risk of doing nothing because, in the judgment 
of some gentlemen upon this side of the House, 
the bill does not go far enough? No, sir; let us 
care now for the freedmen, because that is the 
subject immediately under consideration; and 
when the time shall come we can act together in 
caring also for those about whom my friend from 
Ohio has interested himself. 

The gentleman from Ohio has argued in favor 


| of placing the care of these freedmen in the hands 


| of the War Department. Well, Mr. Speaker, so 
I have done myself; and there is very little that 
has fallen from my distinguished friend with 
which | would not agree. He forgets, however, 
one or two difficulties. If this subject be now 
committed to the care of the Wes Deniguneeh, 
there must be at once acollision and a conflict 
between the War Department and the Treasur 
Department. The Treasury Department now hat 
| thecare ofall the abandoned lands. If you putupon 
the War Department the care of sufficient lands 
for the use of the freedmen, you create at once 
a collision between the agents and officers of the 
War Department, who are seeking to protect the 
freedmen, and the agents and employés of the 
| Treasury Department, who, under our legisla- 
tion, are looking out for revenue for the Govern- 
| ment. Let me say to the gentleman that this 
| practical difficulty was one which, more than any 
| other, perhaps, induced me to believe that, situ- 
ated as we now are, it would be better to separate 
this subject for the time from both the Warand 
the Treasury Departments. J am afraid that, if 
we should undertake to parce! out the lands, 
giving to the War Department enough for the 
freedmen and the Treasury Department the re- 
mainder for revenue, it would be difficult to pre- 
vent collision. This is the conclusion at which 
the committee arrived, after much examination, 
discussion, and deliberation. 
But, Mr. Speaker, let me say to the gentleman 


|| that it will be the easiest thing in the world to 
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attach this bureau to the War Department, if 1 


should be deemed proper, after this bill shall have 
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created, This fact will then be thi 
Department will have the management of all the 
ed Jand 
for ti dimen on y, but all that shall come wit 
the control of the United Stat during th I 


j mn. Sol say that the rentlieman will inda re I 


abardo , pot those suthcient themseive 


there why he should iow istuin Ul 


iowill be « isy lo 


"The renticman has ud t tt perma- 
} estabiishment aX > & Fi) 
It is temporary. It may ! t but fora 
#on. It will Jast but for Wi 
that the time must come, 1 
the op ations of thi Ly rim tC mu 
Not with the war—let m thie ent 
attention to th fact not w ith Wir. It wall 
not do to end our care of fi 
ends ‘The war may end during the coming sum- 
mer. We trust that it will end during the 
ent summer. ‘The time for caring for freedmen 
willnothave ended. This is of cout 


} rare ; 
wr, bu it cannot be 


temporary. 
done if} 
nm few months, even though the wat may have 
ended. 


L avree fully with the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio, that this should not be a permanent, 
enduring plan; it I difier from him when he 
says that wo should end when the war ends. I 


think thatthe gentleman on reflection will be will- 
ing,evenso faras h 


OoWn prot 
{ mean the refuges 


res ure Colce rned, 


, that we should not termi- 
nate the care which should be bestowed upon 
them when the clash of at ill cease and peace 


shall be restored tothe land. Ile wants these per- 
sons to cease to have help when the war end 
and we do not agree to that, because there may 
be the same need for help that there is now. ‘That 
is all there is of it, f 
When the gentleman from Ohio s 


bill deals in details, | wish tos 


S, 


lys that this 
ry to him chat lie has 
not treated itentire ly with fairness. It voces a little 
more in detail than either the bill which the com- 
mittee or the Llouse passe d. t does deal a littl 
more in detail than the bill which the gentleman 
from Olio proposed. But I will call his atten- 
tion to the fact that his bill, like the bill passed 
bythe I fouse, confers upon the Secretary of War 
power to make all needful rules and regulations, 
and under that power all the details, a very few 
of which are inserted in the bill reported from the 
conference committee, would be embraced. In 
other words, a system would have to be devised, 
@ plan would have to be established, to carry into 
effect the power to make all needful rules and reg- 
ulations. ‘The Secretary of War would have the 
same rizht to institute an elaborate system that 
the Secretary of the Treasury had under the act 
of July, 1864, to which reference has been made. 
No, sir; itdoes not deal in details. The gentleman 
will find most of these provisions which he calls 
details are required; that they are involved in the 
general provisions of the House bill, and are rather 
amplifications than specific, independent provis- 
rons; and that they indicate that, in the judgment 
of the House, in any rules or regulations to be 
adopted these provisions are to be embraced. 

I do not think the gentleman from Ohio has 
considered the question.of collision between the 
two Departments which would be involved by 
the passage of his bill. Under this there can be 
no such collision. And gentlemen on this side 
will bear in mind that the effect of a voteagainst 
this report will be to leave the whole care of the 
subject under the Treasury Department, under 
the three lines of the law I have referred to. All 
the special agents, who have been appointed un- 


der the act of March, 1563, and other acts, will 


dispose of ebandoned pro verly of all descrip- 


rr revenue purposes, If this report be not 

y received the me hands will be in- 

Gd \ hit S mutter tiiat have charge of the 

ii iry and financial affairs of the Government, 
Live q tion then presents itself whether the bill 
! d by the conference committee is not, un- 


tter bill; whether it 
Is nota Vast improvement of legislation to adopt 
rather than to reject this report? ‘There are pro- 
visions in that report which IL think gentlemen 
will hardly want to vote against. 

So far as freedmen are concerned, let me say 
that perhaps there has been no subject before this 


er Lhe Circumstances, th 


Congress or the last that has received more care- 
ful attention than this has at the hands of those 
Nota line of the bill has 


tted from a careful examination and scru- 


who had it in charge, 
t Hot 
Hours have been passed in collecting in- 
rmation and in putting together the best bill 
t, under the circumstances, could be framed. 
‘The question now is, is it notan improvement 
upon the legislation as it will be if this bill be 
I think, Mr. Speaker, upon that 
nt there can be no division of sentiment. | 
hink as between this bill and the law as it now 
taunds, capable of being effectually carried into 
effect, as itis, according to its provisions, we shall 
1 gentemen upon both sides of the Chamber 
preferring this law to the one now in force. That 
estion now; and not proposing to occupy 

of the House further, I call the previous 


not accepted rs 


I li qu 
tne time 
q it Won. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
yiel 1 for a moment? 

Mr. ELIOT. For what purpose? 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Lam not bold enough 
to ciaim the mdulge nee of the HLlouse or the gen- 
tlemman for the purpose of discussing the bill. 1 
only 1 What is the object 
of the thirteenth section of the conference report? 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 willexplain that to the gen- 
After the House had passe d the confis- 
cation act it went to the Senate for its sanction. 
An honorable gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. 
Maynard, called upon some of his friends on this 


ise lo ASK a question, 


ema. 


of the Fiouse and stated that there was a pro- 
vision in that act which he thought would be re- 
troactive inits operation, and desired thatit should 
be amended. In order to amend it he offered a 

le explanatory resolution, providing that the 
part of the act to which he referred should not be 
retrospective. That resolution was passed by 
the Llouse and sent to the Senate. While the 


resolution was In the Senate the confiscation act 


was before the President for his examination, it 
having passed the Senate. Before it came back 
from the President, for reasons which the gentle- 
man will not perhaps want me to occupy the ime 
of the House in detailing, it was found expedient 
in the Senate to amend the explanatory resolution 
which had gone to them from the House by add- 
ing to it the clause which is referred to in this 
thirteenth section; thatis to say, the clause which 
limited the operation of the confiscation act to the 
life of the parties who owned it when confiscated. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I merely want to know 
if that limitation would be repealed if this report 
is adopted. 

Mr. ELIOT, Most certainly. This thirteenth 
section repeals the last clause of thatexplanatory 
resolution, and will leave the confiscation act in 
the same condition in which it was when it left 
this House and went to the Senate. 

Mr.GANSON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
wWhgther, if that repealing clause is kept in this 
bill, it will not insure a veto from the Executive ? 
I understand the Executive would not approve 
the original joint resolution upon the ground that 
it violated, in his opinion, the Constitution, and 
the explanatory resolution was adopted to meet 
his objection to the original resolution. Now, if 
this repealing clause is putin here, and the Execu- 
tive has not changed his mind as to what the Con- 
stitution means, it will insure the veto of this bill. 

Mr. ELIOT. The inquiry of the gentleman 
is, Whether in case this bill goes to the President 
as itis, it will not be vetoed. I think it will be 
signed. The gentleman from New York has pro- 
gressed very greatly since July, 1862. 

Mr. GANSON. I desire to know whether the 
President has progressed upon this subject also. 
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Mr. ELIOT. The President is always pro- 
gressing in the right direction. I call the previous 
question, 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. ROSS. 1 move to lay the report on the 
table. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
namely, Will the House agree to the report? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Leall for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided inthe 
affirmative—yeas 64, nays 62, not voting 56; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, Jolhn 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, 
Ainbrose W. Clagk, Cobb, Cole, Dawes, Deming, Donnelly, 
Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Grinnell, Hooper, Jolin ff, Hubbard, 
llutburd, tngersoll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Or 
lando Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, Loan, Longyear, Marvin, 
MeBride, MeClurg, Melndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, 
Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neil), 
Orth, Patterson, Pike, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Jolin 
Hl. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Scofield, Sloan, Spalding, 
Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Wil 
liam B. Washburn, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, Wood 
bridge, and Worthington—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Augus 
tus C. Baldwin, Brooks, Willian G. Brown, Chauler, Clay, 
Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, Dawson, Edger 
ton, Eldridge, English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, Hall, Hard 
ing, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holman, Philip 
Johuson, Kalbfleisch, King, Knapp, Le Blond, Long, Mai 
lory. MeAllister, McKinney, Middleton, William H. Mi 
ler, James R. Morris, Nelson, Noble, Odell, John O'Neil], 
Pendleton, Radford, William H. Randall, Rogers, Ross, 
Schenek, Smithers, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 
Stiles, Strouse, Sweat, Townsend, Tracy, Wadsworth, 
Ward, Elitu B. Washburne, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, 
Joseph W. White, and Wintield—62. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs.William J. Allen, Alley, An 
derson, Blaine, Blair, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, James 3, 
Brown, Freeman Clarke, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denison, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eden, Farnsworth, Gar 
field, Gooch, Griswold, Hale, Harrington, Herrick, Higby, 
Hotchkiss, Asahe! W. Llubbard, Hutchins, William Jobn 
son, Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, Law, Lazear, Marey, 
McDowell, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Perham, 
Perry, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, James 
S. Rollins, Seott, Shannon, Smith, Stuart, bhomas, Voor 
hees, Chilton A. White, Williams, Benjamin Wood, Fer 
nando Wood, and Yeaman—56, 

So the report was agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. WILSON stated that Mr. Price had been 
| called from the city, and had paired with Mr. 
| Scott. 

Mr. DEMING stated that Mr. Branpecee 

was detained from the House by indisposition. 

Mr. DAWES stated that Mr. Goocu was ab- 

sent in consequence of sickness in his family. 

Mr. WEBSTER stated that Mr. Cresweii 

was detained from the House by indisposition. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, announced 

that Messrs. Marcy, Ranpaut of Pennsylvania, 
and Denison, were absent on account of sick- 

hess, 

The result of the vote was announced as above 

recorded. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I movetoreconsider the vote 

by which the report of the committee of confer- 
| ence was agreed to, and to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

Mr. NOBLE. Idemand the yeas and nays on 
the latter motion. 


Mr. ASHLEY. I withdraw the motion. 

| WAGON ROADS IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. ARNOLD. Lask leave to report from the 
| Committee on Railroads and Canals a bill to pro- 
vide for the construction of certain wagon roads 
in the Territories of Idaho, Montana, Dakoia, 
and Nebraska, for the purpose of having the bil! 
printed and recommitted, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will notobject if it be un- 
derstood that the bill shall not be brought back 
by a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I will not move to reconsider. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I make no objection. 

The bill was read a first and second timeyre- 
| committed to the Committee on Railroads Bac 
| Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


TAX BILL. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resoive itselfinto 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the special order, being the tax bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the gentleman from 


Vermont to allow me to present a memorial of 


| the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin. 
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Mr. RE Hee: 1 will yield this evening, 
but not W 
M EL DR DGE. I shall not be able to be 


M MOR RIL L. I have decline d to yield to 


ral members around me, aud must insist on 





juestion was taken; and the motion was 
agvreed lo—ayes 67, noes 25. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly re solved itself into the Committee of 

ve Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Pom- 
eroy in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid- 
eravion o the special order, being bill of the 
House No. 744, to amend an act entitled **An 
act to provide internal revenue to support the 
Government, to pay interest on the public debt, 
and for other pucposes,’’ approved June 30, 1864. || 

3y unanimous consent, the first reading of the 

bill was dispensed with. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, at an earlier 
peri d of the session it was my purpose on some 
proper occasion to submit some remarks upon the || 
fin ancial ques stions Which now so lar; oe ly concern 

*the present and future condition of our country; 
yutat the presenttime I shall notdetain the com- 
mittee long, but confine myself mainly to the duty 
of explaining such features of the bill as may be 
cons idere d novel or not here tofore e mibrac e d in 
our internal revenue laws. The leading object of 
the legislation now proposed is to make a con- 
siderable increase of revenue, and thereby re- 
enforce the ‘Treasury at the same time we are 
adding to our forces in the field. 

It is not to be disguised that our requirements 

have been on so vast a scale, and must continue 
to be for yet a time longer, that it requires the 
coolest sagacity and greatest skill to successfully 
conduct our financial affairs. It is not necessary 
to moot the th, cern whether the adoption of the | 
legal-tender paper currency ws as Wise or not, 
though my own opinion still inclines to the neg- 
ative, as on all sides it will now be generally con- 
ceded that the time has arrived when the further 
sinking of the value of the United States securi- 
ties and evidences of debt must be promptly ar- 
rested. ‘The only mode of certainly accomplish- 
Ing this object is by increasing the revenues of || 
the country, even if we should have to go so far 
as to equalize revenues and expenditures, I do 
not think this will be necessary; but if it were 
necessary, I feel certain we might pay as we go. 
Yet it might be unwise to push taxation to™hat 
extent. We are engaged in a war for which pos- 
terity can preemine nily afford to bear its fair share 
of the cost. Mr. Gladstone, the financial m‘nis- 
ter of England, made a futile attempt to plac2 the 
whole burden of the Crimean war at once upon 
the British people. Commencing comparatively 
outof debt, with unstrained resources, and backed 
up by an all-perv ading patriotism of the people, 
we might do better; but it is not now propose d 
to try the experiment. The five per cent. war 
income tax will have produced about thirty-five 
million dollars, which shows the income of the 
whole country on incomes exceeding $690 to have 
been $700,000,000; and if to this we add the 
probable amount which escaped this tax, the 
whole annual income of the country could not be 
computed at less than §1,000,000,000, and this is 
much more than our annual rate of expenditure 
has been thus far during the rebellion. Beyond 
this, L hold that for every dollar we raise now 
we shall lessen more than a pro rata amount of 
future indebtedness. We lessen it first by the 
actual payment ofdollar fordollar, and next by the 
t lismanic powe r exertle od upon value 8, W here by 
the cost of all the immense war outfits of the 
Government will be greatly reduced and its mag- 
nitude rendered less unwieldy and placed within 
safer limits. It will also tend to raise the value | 
of that currency paid out to the officers and men 
belonging to the military, naval, and civil estab- 
lishinents of the Government, and relieve us from 
the pressure for an increase of pay and salaries. 
Who will maintain that this is not a more excel- 
lent way than it would be to take steps in the 
Opposite direction, by increasing the nominal 
amount of pay and salaries twe nty” per cent.,only 
to find, when we return at the next session of 
Congress, that we had imposed upon the Treas- 
ury Department the inexorable necessity of a 
greenback expansion instead of a curtailment, 


and that officers and men wereas much straitened j 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. GIS 


to live upon their twenty per cent. advance as 

they were the year before without it?) Ourvreat 

akes of paper currency & cecome a ss 
| rf 2 ' 4 

and Lollomiless Sea ul We « ( hea 

and now within fixed unds, hevert \ ’ 

excepl by gradual « Npression Within pars t 


bits. 


Those who assume that a great expat 


g nof 
currency Is a are at fertilizer and a pu vere b 
and cling to that idea as a part of the permanent 
policy of the country, must conce Je that th rebel 


ow 


tates have reached an acme of prosperity t 
which we have not yet arrive d. With uSas d 
dollar purchases tw » dollars of United States 


rency. Among the rebel » two dollars and a hait 


ingold willbuy one hundred dollars of their paper. 
Chis to me appears to be the road to ruin and not 
to prosperity. 


} } 7 
No one doubts our ultimate success in subdu- 


y and forever, the great rebellion. 
That our pe ople will fight on this idea there is no 


ing, thorough! 








question; but the query ts, will they pay? If this 
is not so, why ts it that Europe is allowed to-day 
to obtain our bonds at half their nominal value? 
We all know the y will be paid to the uttermost 
farthing,and their intrinsic value is not less than 
the nominal; but havi provided fa means by 
W hich our OWnh peo] le can pay for thre min acure- 


rency depreciated, it is impossible to prevent for 


eicners from availing themselves of the same priv- 
ilege, By further taxation we shall be in the 


market less frequent y, and if we sell our bonds 
for what they will bring, the price obtained will 
gradually more nearly ay snide niaitar tis Vaeie aetna 


value. We shall smooth the path of any future 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and deal mor ustly 
b y ourse lvesas we as posterity, Whose taxation 
hereafter as well as our own will be diminished. 

The owner of any incumbered estate, with the 
title in dispute, must pay a higher rate of inter- 
est than the owner of an unfettered estate not in 
dispute. So we must pay, poss ony higher rate 
of interest than weshould have to pay were there 
no rebel blood-hounds barking er our heels; but 
we can at least try to make t! hat rate of intere st 
the only barometer which shall indicate the con- 
dition of our public credit. 

The stupe ndous improve ments in modern war- 
fare, its costly scientific requirements, will here- 
after make all wars far more expensive than in 
the past history of the world. ‘This Was e@xhib- 
ited very prominently in the Jate struggle of the 
Evelish and French with the Russtans, and our 
own example points still more strongly in the 
same direction. More than ever money entei 


into.the calculation of success. ‘The sinews of 


men may not fail, but they must be fed and 
clothed, transported, paid, and pensioned, and 
iron, salt, and saltpeter must be had in abundance. 
A shot or shell that once answered the purpose 


atacost of a few cents, as now fashioned ce 


9 W osts 
as many dollars. A cannon that in 1776 would 
have been dear enough at $100, is now cheap, per- 
haps, at $5,000. ‘The skill of a whole nattor ; 


cunning workmen is broughtinto action, Whether 
in the small patent fuse, or the most ponder 
engine, and all the operations, by land or sea, 
are on a ‘Titanic scale. 

With these inevitable conditions, any nation 
involved in war must now husband its re sources; 
or it may be forced to conclude an inglorious 
peace, and it must call forth its resources, or it 
will be mired in the first ditch. 


Jul I need not waste the time of the committee 


y 


on this point, he soundness of the policy of 


increased revenues is obvious to the @erest tyro 
in finance. I will not, therefore, anticipate any 
objection on this score to the general purpose of 
the bill, but suppose it will arise as to its details, 
if it shall arise at all. 

It will be asked, why make so many and so 
frequent changes? The frankest answer | can 
make to this is, that besides seeking a larger sum 
of money, we find it necessary,as the law come 
to be practically administered, to add new or 
amend old provisions, so that the unwilling shall 
be made to pay equally with the willing, and that 
the honest portion v ifthecommunity may not bear 
all the burdens, while the others—few tn n imber, 
to be sure—esc ipe. The honest and honorable 
need very litth law, but those of the other sort 
are prolific in unrighteous ingenuity, and need a 


great de: il of law, and very good law also. 
It is due to the engrossing clerks to say that at 


the | sion an unusual amount of labor was 
imposed mm them, and when the act to which 
the I 3 amendment ssead thre y were 
8 ud ' i overtasked that severairinew aud Ull- 
ra ii in Were en Ved in ¢ rossing if, 
i 1] nce the re ) of ( her iti I iS Ver- 
\ istukes in the act, Wliiich We how propose to 


have rectified 


Thatany law of this kind can be made abso- 
lute \ pertect so as to 


: vive satisfactory results at 


» Is an impossibility, 
The English excise laws are the sub) 


il ject of con- 


all times and 


ail Seasons 





stantcomplaint and constant revisiot islikely 


that each year will show to us the need of some 
change. When the warts over, and thatts n 


very distant, | fee | tolerably sure, it will then come 
In the 


torm of some diminution of taxation, and 


Congress will be called upon to adjudge what sub- 
jects shall be first released, ‘Then it depends 
a9 


yreatly upon those whoimmediately execute the 
law Whether it proves good or bad, justor un- 
just, efficient or abortive. In the hands of one 
man it goes on systematically and with litde or 
no complaint, while in the hands of another tt 
lars along painfully, producing discordant lamen- 
tations from whomsoever it touches, 

‘The law is getting to be more thoroughly un- 
derstood by the various officers throughout the 
country who are called upon to administer it, giv- 
ing ita more equal interpretation, and the reve- 
nue Is steadily increasing; and yet itis believed 
that if the law could be uniformly and strictly 
enforced in every part of the country there would 
now be no urgent necessity for a large increase 
of taxation, ‘lo remedy this, in part at least, 
has been thought advisable to somewhatinecrea 
penalties in certain eases, to change the mode of 
taxation on cigars, fixing all at one rate, to re 
quire all tobacco, snuff, aud cigars to be inspected, 
to cive a small commission on ail sums collected, 
however large, so that the collectors shall have 
an interest in collecting all that may be properly 
due in their districts, besides various other addi- 
tions deemed important to accomplish similar 
ends 

Wherever any inequality appeared to exist in 
the law the Committee of Ways and Means have 
endeavored, as it will be the duty of this com- 
mittee to endeavor, to remove it, as we may ex- 
pect, Whenever we may have reached the close 
of the present war and puble attention shail not 
be absorbed by matters of far higher import, that 
small matters will produce irritation and call forth 
very potent criticism, 

‘The Committee of Ways and Means propose 
to increase the duty on wine made of grapes from 
five to ten cents per gallon, ‘The tariff upon for- 
eien wines is high enough to give American wines 
great advantages, and their increased production 
has been and will be largely stimulated there by. 

The same remark applies to brandy made of 
vrapes. This isa pure brandy, but may as well 
be taxed fifty cents as twe nly live, though the 
amount produced is small 

Brandy made ¢ f apples and peache 3 has not 
any uniform tax, and 
cided. 


been s ubjected here tofore to 
$1 5U pe r gallon is now 

Having at the lastsession of Congress imposed 
a duty upon spirits of $2 per gallon, and all 
thal we can poss ibly collect, and perhaps more 
than we can collect unless we can effectually 
close the door against smugglers, it is now bare ly 
propose d to raise the duties upon mate liquors to 
a relative proportion, or $1 50 per barrel. Lis 
will be rather under than over-taxed, as the reli- 
tive competition between beer aud wii ky will 
be still in favor of the former article. ‘The gen- 
eral license No. 49 has been found to tnciade 
altogether too much, and it has been proposed to 
strike that out and to “ihe a provision for a 
license for miners, ex pre samen, surance broke rs, 
ind substitute brokers. ‘Lhe last, at least, will 
not be objected to. 

lt is also propose d to tax cotton six cents per 
pound,incoin. ‘This isa new feature, believed to 
be eminently proper at the present time; and if on 
trial it should prove otherwise it can be readily 
change d. Nor is any ara w bar k proposed for cutl- 
ton exported | 


» though on manufacture d cotton an 


t 


umountis to bea wed equal to that natd on the 
raw cotton a rding to the presentexisting law. 


This tax may strike the manufacturer at first as 


agreat hardship. fF think it will turn out other- 
wise. ‘The outlets for cotton are increasing, and 


=a 


a 
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even with this duty levied upon it the price can- 
not be kept up. The losses already entuiled 
upon manufacturers and the owners of cotton 
goods by the recent decline in the price of cotton 
have been large, and the duty will at least check a 
sull further too rapid decline in price, while the 
amount manufactured for ex portation, though not 
large, willin no degree be checked. When we 
reflect that this American raw material sustainsa 
much larger population by its manufacture abroad 


j 
1} 


than it does hereat home, no one will feel disposed | 


to cripple the comparatively small amount of for- 
eign trade it now enjoys. 

But, it will be asked, will raw cotton bear this 
duty and still be exported? The cotton famine has 
increased the price four or five times its former cur- 
rent rate, aud yet, notwithstanding this enormous 
stimulus to all the cotton lands of the world, the 
a e is sull extravagantly high. The crop of 

ndia for 1865 is expected to be less than that of 
1864, and that from Egypt, always more or less 
uncertain, will be no greater. There is no cot- 
ton, with the single exception of that of Egypt, 
which competes at all with even the ** New Or- 
leans middling,’’ and none whatever which com- 
petes with the Sea Island cotton. I do not think 
the duty would come out of the American planter 
if exacted, and notreturned when exported, and | 
am the more convinced that this will prove so as 
the rebel Congress have imposed an export duty 
on cotton of twenty cents per pound—not much, 


to be sure, if paid in their currency—which they | 
would not do if they did not suppose they were | 


making the foreign purchaser pay the duty. 
Then itis to be paid in coin. There is no ar- 
ticle at its value so readily exchangeable for coin 
ascotton, and it will always be so. The duty is 
not so high as to prevent traffic, 
culate as an article of commerce; and it is not 
improvident to provide in time for an accession 


of means to pay the interest on such bonds, now | 
bearing Interest in currency,as may be within | 


three years converted into specie-paying bonds. 
This will serve to fortify these securities, and place 
them beyond the reach of any peril arising from 
any possible fluctuations of the tariff, our main re- 


liance for continuing specie payments of interest. | 


The amount of cotton in the southern States is 
now at least three million bales, and probably 
more. Very little of this can now be expected 
to run the blockade. The British, according to 
some estimates | have seen, expect to obtain only 
sixty thousand bales of this. We can probably 
furnish them with more. Most of it, early or 


Jate, can be made to pay tribute to our tax col- || 


lectors, and no article deserves their hug more 
cordially. If we could realize the tax on the 
whole it would amount to over $75,000,000. In 
quiet times of peace, on the ordinary annual pro- 
duction, we might safely count upon a revenue 
from this source of not less than thirty-five to 
forty millions, whatever it may be now. 
amount of the duty we shall realize now will cer- 
tainly be considerable. 

Without reducing the duty on refined petro- 
leum, the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 


But the | 


even now considered far short of what it will ultimately be- 
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come.the more soas genuinepetroleum has been found to be 


but most slightly affected by the various coal oils that have 
been daily introduced, but has maintained its superiority 
in all particulars to amost marked degree. The fluetua- 
tions in price, as compared with Jast year, have been un 
important. Stillspeculation has been carried on to an even 
greater extent than hitherto, and as the article is daily find 


lig increased favor, operations of still larger magnitude may | 


yet be expected; the market to-day (January 1, 1965) is 
very fiem.”? * . ° * The home consumption 
of crude oil bas not increased in proportion to that of re 
fined, the manifest advantages enjoyed by the Americans 
in refining enabling them to produce a fine oil at a price 
quite disproportionate to that for which itean be manufac- 
tured here, and consequently the British refiners have for 
the most part closed their works; the smallness of present 
stocks, however, causes firmness on the part of holders.” 


I have no doubt these statement are truly made, |, 


and if so, the American refiners will have no ap- 
prehension of any permanently unfavorable effect 
on their trade by the bill now before the commit- 
tee. It is plain that coal oil, and nothing else, 
competes with refined petroleum, and that British 
refiners give up the contest as against the superior 
advantages of the Americans. 

lt is proposed to add to the duties now levied, 
in the section embracing manufactures, one fifth; 


| so that where the rate is now five per cent. ad va- 
| lorem, it will hereafter be six per cent., making 


| find the people irretrievably impoverished. 
| day the universal employment of our people is a 
| leverage that would give us the preponderance 


pose to place a duty on crude petroleum, and do | 


not propose any drawback whatever when ex- 
pork d. 
duction is found almost exclusively in the United 
States, and, for illuminating purposes, its cheap- 
ness and purity is unsurpassed by anything 
known in commerce. Without sounding its 
praises, it appears to be our duty, asthat of many 
others, to strike oil, and we have done so at the 
rate of six cents per gallon. This will be, in- 
cluding the present duty of twenty cents’ on re- 
fined, equal to twenty-eight or twenty-nine cents 
per gallon, and even then, at its market price, it 
will be, next to the sun, the most economical 
light in the world, 

The amount of our exports to all parts of the 
world in 1864 was 31,121,791 gallons, having 


largely increased since 1862 and 1863. Notwith- | 
standing this increase of exports, the consump- | 


tion has not tarried behind, as the stock on hand 


in London and Liverpool on the Ist of January, | 
1865, was not more than one third of the amount | 


on hand and unsold the year before. To show 
how firmly established this new article of com- 
merce abroad has already become, I will give 
some extracts from a recent circular of a large 
mercantile house in Liverpool. They say: 
“The home consumption has steadily increased, and is 


lt is believed that this marvelous pro- | 


| 


| fully. 
| his neighbor paid his just proportion. 


|| less modifications. 


exceptions of such articles as might not be able 
to bear the tax. If any such articles, in order to 
sustain this burden, shall require an increase of the 
tariff in proportion, such increase will hereafter 
be preposed; but it is not believed that so small 
an increase will render this needful in many cases. 

It is to be borne in mind that taxes of this kind 
on manufactures can only be defended by the 
necessities of the day, as each addition lessens the 


|| power on the part of the people for consumption, 
It will sull cir- 


and do not, like duties on imports, give any com- 
pensation by an impetus to the industry of the 
country. As legislators at this critical period in 
our history, | think it indispensable to our suc- 
cess in the great contest now going on, that we 
should see to it with the most earnest solicitude, 
thatevery man, every machine, every engine, and 
every mill is kept constantly and profitably em- 
ployed. The capital expended in war is gone 
forever, and unless the productive energies of the 
country are skillfully and properly directed to a 
daily repair of this waste, we shall at the close 


To- 


though the rebels were our equals in numbers. 
Our people know how to work, are willing to 
work, and we should give them a fair chance to 
work, In all these respects we possess great 
advantages over our foes. Let us maintain this 
as at once our staff and rod. 

The income tax, intrinsically the most just of 
all taxes, is yet one extremely difficult of adjust- 
ment and collection. The fault found with our 
present law is that too many large incomes par- 
tially escape which ought to contribute more 
Every man would be content, provided 
This we 
have attempted to remedy by providing that in 
all cases returns shall be made under oath, and 





that even then this shall not be final unless the | 


assessor shall be satisfied of their correctness. 
We also prepose that all incomes over $3,000 
shall be assessed at ten percent. Some other 


| modifications will also appear. 


Notwithstanding the recent enactment of our 
law and the sudden repetition of the tax last year, 
less complaint, it is believed, has been made about 


|| it than is constantly made about the income tax 


in Great Britain, though they have had long years 
of experience and their law has received number- 
An able British writer upon 
the subject of taxation, Sir Morton Peto, as late 
as 1863, asserts of the income tax, that * the 
tax has carried with it every sort of grievance, 
trouble, vexation, annoyance, heart-burning, and 
strife.’’ Our income tax is doubtless regarded as 
a heavy burden, but no such sweeping charges 
have been made against it. There will always be 
difficulty in ascertaining the actual income of 
reluctant tax-payers, and these will be sufficient 
in number to form a respectable company of 
growlers. Ido not argue that our law is perfect, 
by any means. If it were to remain a permanent 
feature among our statutes, 1 should urge, as 
the basis of the ascertainment of every person’s 
income, the adoption of a plan by which to get at 


| 
| 





the actual amount of property held by such person 
over and above all indebtedness. This was the 
| principle arrived at by Mr. Hume, in 1851,as the 
chairman of a parliamentary committee of fifteen, 
aftera very elaborate investigation of the subject, 
None other appears to me either theoretically or 
practically more just. By such a plan we should 
not tax accumulations until they were made. A 
person may hold a vastamountof property yield- 
ing no present income, but which it may be very 
profitable to hold. Whatever it may be profitable 
to hold, or a privilege to hold, whether it be mer- 
chandise or stocks, lands or houses, mines or 
ships, horses or plate, cattle or anything else, 
should be subject to the same rule. This would 
be essentially a property tax, and the facts could 
be obtained with more absolute certainty. If this 
were the rule, the man with a large fortune but 
who lives a drone, without making his property 
productive, would not escape with paying a less 
tax than his more active neighbor, who, with lit- 
tle capital, and borrowing more, bestirs himself 
to leave the world better than he found it, and 
does not bury his talent ina napkin. 


| 


shall be ended to speculate upon a system of tax- 
ation by which our publicdebt shall be gradually 
extinguished, and by which the more rigid forms 
of équity shall be carried out. 

Upon the subject of taxing leaf tobacco the 
Committee of Ways and Means have spent much 
time in hearing the views of those engaged in its 
production and manufacture and of exports from 
various parts of the country, and became satisfied 
that it would be better to rely upon our present 
laws, with seme important changes, than to try 
a new experiment at greatcost and with no result 
so certain as that it would prove a great annoy- 
ance and hinderance to the producer. The collec- 
tion of duties on manufactured tobacco, snuff, and 
cigars, is even now far more satisfactory than it 
was a few months ago. With a more rigid en- 
forcement of the penalties, and with the amend- 
ments now offered, it is not seen why the duties 
on these articles may not be collected as well as 
upon any others, save that the temptation of high 
duties shone induces more or less fraud. The 
different rates heretofore exacted upon cigars 
have been the source of systematic evasions, and 
now a moderate duty, intended to be about ten 
dollars per thousand, or one cent on each cigar, 
is provided for by fixing the duty at sixty cents 
per pound. In addition to this all cigars are to 
be boxed and inspected. It is believed that all 
parties will prefer to pay the duties now pro- 
posed rather than to run the risk of neglect, re- 
fusal, or fraud. 

There are two printed amendments for which 
neither the Committee of Ways and Means nor 
myself are responsible. 1 mean that relating to 
banks, and that placing a tax on sales. Other 
gentlemen will offer them at the propertime, and 
itis enough for me to say that it appears that 
some further legislation as to the tax on banks is 
desirable. What that shall be will of course be 
for the House to determine. 

Upon the other question, however, I feel com- 
pelled to say that a taxon sales has not appeared 
to me any more expedient now than when it was 
broached here three years ago. ‘There are many 
gentlemen here and throughout the country for 
whose judgment I entertain the greatest respect, 
who seem to regard the question with favor, and 
it has the recommendation of that important offi- 
cer at the presenttime, the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue. It may be that the only way to 
satisfy its advocates of the impolicy of this meas- 
ure will be to test it. I feel certain, if adopted, 
that the first thing our constituents would de- 
mand at the next session would be its repeal. 

Taxes, to be tolerated at all, should be equal. 
If taxes were placed upon sales, then those liv- 
ing near the places of production would have ad- 
vantages not available to those remote, in addi- 
tion to the less cost of freight. ‘The merchandise, 
foreign or demestic, frem the Atlantic coast, be- 
fore it reaches the Mississippi passes through the 
hands of many owners, and according to the the- 
| ory of taxing sales its cost would be increased at 
| each successive transfer. So a barrel of flour, 
| from St. Louis or Chicago, before it reaches New 
York is often boughtand sold a half dozen times. 
The tax would be cumulative, and the internal 
commerce of our country, always free until now, 








But it will be time enough when the rebellion ° 
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a 
1865. 
would be choked and dammed up—confined to 
narrow localities. Instead of being national, so 
far as our laws could make it so, it would become 
provincial or sectional. Weshould destroy that 
great feature of America, the spiritand enterprise 
of trade. Of what use would it be to produce or 
to manufacture, if the channels of trade were to 
have obstructions placed in the way and rising 
higher and higher at every step? Better could 
the manufacturers and producers afford to pay 
the whole tax than to have it imposed in this 
form. ; 

Then it would revolutionize trade and drive out 
of employment the middle-men. Inthe cities only 


on of large capital—the importers and whole- || wi 
nen of Largs Oe] || out the following clause: 


sale merchants—would be patronized. 


They 


would at once combine the trade of wholesale 


dealers, jobbers, and retailers. Country mer- 


chants would buy of the original importer, if he | 
chose to break up original packages, and the oc- | 


cupation of jobbers would be gone. “Those who 
desired to buy at retail would seek the stream of 
merchandise at its fountain-head before it had 
trickled through gateways where its cost would 
be increased by repeate taxation. 
chandise often transferred would become unsal- 


That mer- | 


able as compared with that not so transferred. | 


It would be soon understood that the merchant, 
whose goods when distributed were charged with 


but one tax, possessed advantages over his more | 


humble neighbor whose goods could not be dis- 
posed of without having paid not less than three 
taxes, 
disturb the usual agencies of trade as little as 
possible. 


would increase the prices of every raw material 
and of every perfected manufacture out of all 


proportion to the amount of revenue to be ob- | 


tained. According to the laws of trade, a profit 


would be taxed upon the tax itself as forming a | 
To the consumer it || 


part of the original cost. 
will be the most expensive of all taxes in pro- 
portion to the amount realized. 
fuirly and fully collected. More frauds and eva- 
sions would be practiced than under all other 
provisions of the internal revenue laws. 
number of men who do not keep an accurate 


account of their sales is now large and would be | 
None but merchants do this, and yet | 


larger. 
vastamounts of property are disposed of by other 
persons. The farmer and mechanic would be 
compelled to study book-keeping by double a: 
l could pursue this subject much further, but I do 
not think it necessary. If our aggregate sales 
should amount to $3,000,000,000, the half of one 
per cent. would yield but $15,000,000. ‘That is 
not enough for so large an experiment. 

The hour of half past four having arrived, the 
committee took arecess until seven o’clock, p.m. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union resumed its session at seven o’clock, p. m. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, if there are 
any other matters connected with this bill which 
I did not fully explain in my remarks before the 
recess, lam ready to answer any questions which 
gentlemen desire to ask. 
Mr. BOUTWELL. 
Vermont made any statemert of the amount of 


revenue which he expects would be received under 
this bill? 


Mr. MORRILL. I will say, in reply to the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, that my time has 


This measure would clog and harass | 
every business transaction of the country. It 


Nor could it be | 


I think it important that our laws should | 


The || 





Has the gentleman from | 


been so much occupied that I have not been able | 


to go through the entire bill. I can give him, 
however, a rough estimate of what I expect it 
will produce by certain amendments. I should 
estimate the amount to be received under the 
ninety-fourth, section, adding twenty per cent. to 
the present duties, at from $15,000,000 to $20,- 
000,000. I suppose that the increase on the income 
tax, taxing all incomes above $3,000 at ten per 
cent., instead of graduating the tax as we now 
do—a part at five and a part at seven and a half 
per cent.—might produce somewhere between five 
and ten million more. 1 estimate the amount of 


increase upon ale and beer at about $2,000,000, | 
and the amount to be received upon tobacco per- | 


haps not less than $5,000,000. In consequence 


ticle, and of other provisions in relation to col- 


think it might increase it at least $10,000,000. 
In regard to the other parts of the bill | have not 
yet been able to make an accurate estimate. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill by 
clauses, for amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
after line twenty the following: 

That section fourteen be amended by striking out the 
word * fifty’? and inserting in lieu thereof the words “twen 
ty-five;’? so that it willread: In case of a refusal or neg 
lect, except in case of sickness or abseuce, to make a tist 


or return, or to verify the same as aforesaid, he shall add 
twenty-five per cent. to such duty. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to amend by striking 


‘That section twenty-five be amended by inserting after the 
words ** $400,000" the words ‘and not exceeding $1,000,000 
and one eighth of one per cent. on all sums above $1 ,000,- 
000 ;”? by iuserting after the words ** reasonable charges 
for”? the word * advertising ;°? and by striking out all of the 


first proviso, and by striking out the word * further” in the 
second proviso. 


The section proposed to be amended is as fol- 
lows: 


Sec. 25, .4nd be it further enacted, That there shall be 
allowed to collectors. in tull compensation for their services 
and that of their deputies, a salary of $1,500 per annuum, to 
be paid quarterly, and in addition thereto a commission of 
three per cent. upon the first $100,000, and a commission 
of One per cent. upon all sums above $100,000 and not ex 
ceeding $400,000, and a commission of one half of one per 


} cent. On ald suis above $400,000, such commissions to be 


computed upon the amounts by them respeetively collected 


| and paid over and accounted for under the instructions of 


the ‘Treasury Department. And there shall be further paid, 
after the account thereof has been rendered to and approved 
by the proper officers of the Treasury, to each collector his 
necessary and reasonable charges for stationery and blank- 


| books used in the performance of his official duties, and 


fur postage actually paid on letters and documents re 
ceived or sent, and exclusively relating to official business ; 


I move to amend by adding 
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&c.; and I do not see that I have yet received an 
answer from the Committee of Ways and Means 
as to what the compensation of the collector may 
be in the district where th: 
taxes Is collected. 


largest amount of 
If I cannot get thatanswer, I 
will insist on ny amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. The maximum is already 
fixed in the original bill, and this will increase it 
very little. 

Mr. WILSON. If it will not increase the com- 


| pensation much it may as well be struck out. 


| but no such account shall be approved unless it shall state | 
| the date and the particular items of every such expenditure, 
|} and shall be verified by the oath or aflirination of the collect 


or: Provided, ‘That the salary and commissions of no col 
lector, exclusive of stationery, blank-books, and postage, 
shall exceed $10,000 in the aggregate, nor more than $5,000 


| exclusive of the expenses for rent, stationery, blank-books, 
and postage, and pay of deputies andclerks, to which such | 


| ministration of his office : 





| lected. 


collector is actually and necessarily subjected in the ad 
“Ind provided further, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to make such fur 
ther allowances, from time to time, as may be reasonable 
in cases Which, from the territorial extent of the district, or 
from the amount of internal duties collected, or from other 
circumstances, it nay seem just to make such allowances. 


Mr. WILSON. I find that the proviso to which 
this clause reters is that the salary and commis- 
sions ofnocollector,exclusive of stationery, blank- 
books, and postage, shall exceed $10,000 in the 
aggregate, nor more than $5,000 exclusive of the 
expenses for rent, stationery, blank-books, and 
postage, and pay of deputies and clerks, to which 
such collector is actually and necessarily sub- 
jected in the administration of his office. If that 
proviso be struck out there will be no limitation 
on the salary of acollector. 1 should like to know 
whether the gentleman from Vermont can state 


the maximum sum that may probably be received | 


under this clause by the collector who will have 
the greatest compensation. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, that will 
depend very much, of course, on the amountcol- 
This provision will not touch, perhaps, 


| more than six or eight districts in the whole Uni- 





ted States. After a full hearing of the subject the 
Committee of Ways and Means came to the con- 


clusion, almost unanimously, | think, if not quite || 


so, that it would be for the advantage of the Treas- 


Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Chairman, | am in 
favorof the amendment. I think we should have 
some limitation to these salaries. In very man 
districts the salary of the collector runs up, ant 4 
percentage, to the full amount of $10,000 allowed 
by the law of last year. But now it seems we are 
to have no Jimit; the proviso is to be removed; 
and in large cities the percentage is to run on to 
the extremest dollar. We are told, as a reason 
why we should do this, that it will encourage the 
collector to perform his duties thoroughly. Now, 
1 object to the employment, as collectors, of men 
of that character who require to be influenced ip 
this manner. I should have hoped that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would have fixed 


| some limit—five, ten, or twenty thousand dollars. 


1 prefer, therefore, to let the law on this point 


|} remain as it now ts, 


Mr. STEVENS. After the commissions on 
the amount collected shall have reached the max- 
imum amount allowed as compensation to a col- 
lector, he will have no personal interest in exerting 
himself to collect what remains. The commis- 
sion which we propose to allow to the collector 
after the first million dollars is only one eighth of 
one per cent. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] allow me to ask 
him a single question? 

Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Are not the deputies also 
paid out of the salaries of the collectors? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BEAMAN. So IL understand. 

Mr. STEVENS. ‘The collector has to pay all 


| the expenses. 


Mr. BEAMAN. 
the clerks? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to know if the 
Committee of Ways and Means have any data 
by which they can inform the House ofthe amount 


Of the deputies as well as 


usually received by the assessors for their com- 


| have no risk to run; and still they havea 


pensation. It seems to me from all the informa- 
tion I can obtain tnat the assessors are better 
paid than the collectors. They do not give any 
bonds; they have no money in their hands; they 


greater 


compensation than the collectors. Itseems to ma 
that the compensation of the assessors is too 
high, or that of the collectors is not high enough. 
Now, I would ask if there is existing in the Bu- 


| reau of Internal Revenue, or in the provision of 
| the Committee of Waysand Means, any data by 


ury to allow a small commission on all sums col- || 


| lected over $1,000,000, thereby making it the in- 


terest of the collector to close up his accounts and 
collect all the taxes assessed in his district. 
Mr. WILSON. I suppose the Committee of 


| Ways and Means has some data on which they 
might base an opinion as to the highest compen- | 


sation thatacollector would receive, with or with- | 


out this limitation. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
conclusion that after the allowance of three, two, 


The committee came to the || clerk hire, almost without limit; at least such is 


| my observation. 
and one per cent. ends, and where there is still a | 


considerable amount of taxes uncollected, it wagld | 


be wise to allow a small commission for collect- 
ing them. It will make buta very small increase 
of compensation, and that will be pretty nearly 
all absorbed in the expense of collection, It will 


| be a stimulus to greater exertions on the part of 
of the increase of tax upon the manufactured ar- || 


the collector. 


Mr. WILSON. [understand that the collector 


lecting the tax on tobacco and cigars, I should || has now allowed him compensation for clerk hire, | 


which they can inform the House about the act 
ual compensation of the assessors under the law 

Mr.STEVENS. There was nothing from 
which we could ascertain that with any cx riainty. 
One thing is certain, however, that with the ex- 
ception of the cities the assessors do the most 
work 

Mr.DAWES. Ithink there oughtto be some 
different proportion from what the law now es- 
tablishes, some relative alteration in the compen- 
sation of the assessors and the collectors. Asit 
is now fixed by the law, either the collectors are 
not well enough paid or the assessors are too 
well paid. The assessors are not compelled by 
the law to pay their assistants as the collectors 
are. ‘The assistant assessors are paid a separate 
compensation. ‘The assessors are also allowed 
They have no responsibility 
in the custody or the collection of money; nor 


| do they run any risk in the enforcement of the 


law. ‘Their services are more clerical than that 
of the collectors: as I have already said, the y have 
no compensation to pay to any! dy. The y have 
furnished them rent for their offices, hire for their 
clerks, and that, to ), toanalmostunlimited extent, 
and their own compensation as fixed by the stat- 
ute, It seems to me amounts to, and I hiave reason 


| to think actually does amount to, much more than 


verge 


es ieee 
+= Sem ene ae 


ag 





that w ht ‘ ctors receive under the pres- 
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i’ w, | ere ecuin y that Lhe Committee of 
Way J l e not out I 1 anf rination 
I I iden i bureau of 
] bev 1 does not rnishany evidence of 
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‘ ‘ mune two years or more, at { there ougiit to 


have been at least one or two ye irs’ settlement 


And yet I 


urman of the C 


with every assessor in the country. 
1informed by the cl 


of Ways and Mean 


bn thei po 


ommitlee 
| Vir. STEVENS | that they do 
an they find in 
the Internal Revenue Bureau, any data from which 


not have ion, nor ¢ 


ean be ascertained what these asses vs obtained 


for thetr compensation, Why are we then called 


oo 
upon to change one way or tie other the com- 


} ion of these parues without the slighest 
data from which we can judge what they actuaily 
receive ? 

Mr. PRUYN.  Itis fixed in the law now; they 
can receive $4,000, and not over. 

Mr. DAWES. They receive $4,000 and per- 
quisites; perquisites in the shape of off e rentand 

erkc hire. And theentire family of the assessor 


llow ‘ in we tell 
whether these a ors or collectors have enough 
Why is it that 


may be transformed into clerk 
or do not have eno Lheir 
accounts have notlbeen 


in be suownus 


80 that there « here what compen- 
and if wecannottell what 


the Committee of Ways 


sation they now have 
they do have how 


; 


and Means have any data upon which they can 
ask us either to make greater or less the colipen- 
pation of ¢ her of thems 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 suppose the gentleman de- 
Sire particular Case 


Mr. DAWES. Llow can we legislate upon 
particular cases ? 

Mr. SPEVENS. We know that no assessor 
ean go beyond a certain amount, $4,000. We 
know that m iny go below that amount, 

Mr. DAWES. Has 


either an the 


the gentleman any data, 


committee or in the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue, that jasufies him in saying that 


many of them fall below that 


Mr. STEVENS. I 


amount? 
have not the returns, I 


know thatin my district, a pretty populous dis- 
trict, the assessor receives less than two thousand 
ix hundred dollars, and theamountof collections 
is about three quarters of a million of dollars, and 
1 ascertained the same fi two or 


om inquiry in 
three of the surrounding districts, 

Mr. DAWES. -Tlow much did he receive for 
office rent and clerk hire? 

Mr. STEVENS. He received $800 for clerk 
hire, and $150 for office rent, 


Mr. DAWES. LI wantto be understood. Ihave 


no special complaint as to any partcularcollector 
or assessor. Of course, | do not think that those 
in my district are any too well paid. But there 
does not seem to me to bethe proper relative com- 


pensation with regard to the duties performed and 
the character of those duties. 

Mr. ODELL. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts what he intended to convey 
to the committee in the statement which I under- 
stood him to make, that the assessors have per- 
quisites, and that the perquisites are clerk hire 
and office rent. 

Mr. DAWES. I mean to state, Mr. Chairman, 
that, under the general and liberal provision of 
to office rent, clerk hire, 
and other charges—there is some phrase of gen- 
eral character; Lam not quoting itexactly—there 
is, in the administration of the law, a very liberal 


margin, under which | apprehend—that is as | 


strong as [desire to make it—under which I appre- 
heng the assessors are very liberally compensated, 
M¢ anXtety was to learn whethe r there were any 
data from which we could ascertain just how lib- 
eral that compensation is. It can be determined in 
every district in the United States toa single dol- 
lar how much the assessors receive, and | think 
it ought to be ascertained, 

Mr. STEVENS. 
lowance is; that is in the breast of the person 
who administers this Department. All I know 
is that, in my district, the amount allowed for 
clerk hire was just $380 less than the assessor 
paul. Eleven hundred and eighty dollars was the 
amount which he paid, and the Commissioner 


of Internal Revenue allowed him only g800. He, || only get what the law allows, 


We cannot tell whatthe al- 


ettled in the Department, | 


| explicit, 


He is an 
real com- 


therefore, is but very poorly paid, 
able man, a well-read lawyer, and his 


pensation did not last year amount to $2,000. I 
cannot say how liberal the allowance may have 
been in other districts. But theamount of allow- 
ance for clerk hire and office rent is within the 
discretion of the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 


enue. So far asl have heard, the complaints are 
that he has been very close in his allowances. 

Mr. ODELL. 1 do not feel entirely satisfied 
with the answer of my friend from Massachu- 
setts to my interrogatory, nor do the gentlemen 
who surround me. 

Mr. DAWES. I regret it exceedingly. 

Mr. ODELL. I have no doubt that the gen- 
tleman will be able to make his explanation more 
I wish to know whether | understood 
the gentleman rightly when | understood him to 

iy that the assessors derive advantage from the 
allowanee for clerk hire and office rent. Does 
not the Government pay to the assessor in New 
York just what he has paid for office rent and | 
clerk hire? Does the Government pay any as- 
sessor more for clerk hire than is actually paid 
by him? | 

Mr. DAWES. Ihave no particular case in | 
11y mind, and therefore I do not refer to the city 
of New York any more than I do to my own dis- 
trict. 

Mr. ODELL. I understand that. I simply 
referred to New York by way of illustration. 

Mr. DAWES. I submit that if my friend 
from New York will turn to the law and will 
then recall, from his own observation, the liberal 


|} manner in which such laws are sometimes con- 


strned at Departments, he will see what opportu- 
nity there is for obtaining a liberal compensation, 
‘The phrase of the law ts, if I mistake not, ‘* ne- 
cessary clerk hire.’? Now, what is ** necessary 
clerk hire?’’ It is just exactly what the assessor 
can make the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
believe is necessary. Now, the assessor may— 
I do not say that he does in any case—make the | 


| Commissioner of Internal Revenue believe that it 
| is necessary to have his entire family resolved | 


into clerks. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


It seems to me that | 


| there is no difficulty about this, unless there is 


perjury and corrupuon, either in the Department 
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Mr. STEVENS. 


Massachusetts 


February 9, 
Does the gentleman from 
Suppose it re asunable that the 
Committee of Ways and Means are to inquire 
into the net receipts of every assessor throughout 
the United States? Does he make any intimation 
of that kind ¢ 

Mr. DAWES. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
Ido not want to reflect upon the Committee of 
Waysand Means. ‘Tie Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a change of payment to the 
assessors, and it occurred to me that I could get 
some valuable information as to the relative com- 
pensation, I believe that the Committee of Ways 
and Means do everything in their power; and | 
say that sincerely and frankly. 

Mr. WILSON. Has the gentleman knowledge 
of any case which illustrates what he has said? 
He has been talking agood while in regard to the 
compensation of these officers—that he cannot get 
information from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, ay soon. Now, Ll ask him whether there 
is any case he can place before the committee 
which will illustrate what he has said. 

Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 
go back fora moment to the point that we are con- 
sidering, and thatis, whether the amendment pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
should be adopted. We object to striking out 
the proviso which limits the pay of the collectors, 

The first proviso which it is proposed to strike 
out declares that the salary ‘* and commissions of 
no collector, exclusive of stationery, blank-books, 
and postage, shall exceed $10,000 in the aggre- 
gate, nor more than $5,000 exclusive of the ex- 
penses for rent, stationery, blank-books, and post- 
age,and pay of deputies and clerks, to which 
such collector is actually and necessarily subjected 
in the administration of his office.’? ‘Then the 


| second proviso goes on to say that the Secretary 


of the ‘Treasury ** shall be authorized to make 
such further allowances, from time to time, as 
may be reasonable in cases in which, from the 
territorial extent of the district, or from the amount 


| of internal duties collected, or from other cireum- 


or on the part of the assessor or his clerks. The || 


law provides: 


**'The several assessors shall be paid, after the account | 


| thereot shall have been rendered to and approved by the | 


| some quarters of the country men’s consciences 


proper oflicers of the Treasury, their necessary and reason 
able charges for clerk hire; but no such account shall be 
approved unless itshall state the name or names of the 
clerk or clerks employed, and the precise periods of time 
for Which they were respectively employed, and the rate 
of compensation agreed upon, and shall be accompanied 
by an affidavit of the assessors stating that such service | 
was actually required by the necessities of his office, and | 
was actually rendered; and also by the affidavit of each | 
clerk, stating that he has rendered the service charged in 
such account on his behalf, tie compensation agreed upon, 
and thathe has not paid, deposited, or assigned, or con- 
tracted to pay, deposit, or assign, any part of sueh compen 
sation to the use of any other person, or in any way, di- 
rectly or indirectly, paid or given, or contracted to pay or 
give any reward or compensation for his office or employ- 
ineut, or the emoluments thereof,” : 


Mr. DAWES. Iam aware of all that; and if | 
we could have had from the Committee of Ways | 
and Means the benefit of definite information as 
to the actual amount paid in different districts 
under that very provision, I think that my friend | 
from New York would have understood the mat- 
ter without any remarks from me. 

Now, [| submit, Mr. Chairman, that I am not | 
to have dust thrown in my eyes by * custom | 
house oaths’’ or any sort of affidavits. It is the 
easiest thing in the world fora man to make him- | 
self believe that any number of clerks for whom 
he can get an allowance through the Department 
here at Washington are ‘* necessary’’to him, In 


are easy on that point. 
I only rose toascertain what was the practical | 
operation of this law, and | have not yet learned | 
it; for there is not a man who is able to tell me 
wfft the assessors get under this provision, I 
have reason to believe, Mr. Chairman—and I ad- 
here toit notwithstanding my friend from Illinois 
read a long list of affidavits as to the gauntlets 
through which these men ran. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I canstate how much | 
these men get, unless they swear falsely. ‘They 


stances, it may seem just to make such allow- 
ances.’’ Is not thata sufficient guarantee to col- 
lectors in the large districts that they will have 
their allowances paid by the Secretary of the 
Treasury if their collections are so great as the 
gentlemen say they may be under certain circum- 
stances? 

It will be noted that this amendment proposes 
to take off the limitation on the collector. We 
do not then know what their compensation may 
be. Lamable toaffirm thatin my district we have 
no salaried officer, State or national, who is any- 
thing like as well paid as the Collector of the In- 
ternal Revenue. I know thathe gets his $5,000, 
and I am sure he takes care to get $5,000 for clerk 
hire, &c. When he gets one eighth of one per 
cent. I tell you that he will receive $7,500 for his 
own salary. [object to this. [ say that $5,000 
isenough. If my district be an average one im the 
United States, | say that it is enough. 

Mr. MORRILL. How much tax is collected 


| in the gentleman’s district ? 


Mr. SPALDING. Il know that under the law 
as it stood before it was amended at the last ses- 
sion the collector realized $6,000. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to know how much 


| tax is collected in that district ? 


Mr. SPALDING. Probably $2,500,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. In one of the districts of 
Philadelphia, after you reach the maximum of 
$10,000, all the expense for collecting the balance 
comes out of the pocket of the collector. I think 
that itamounts to four or five million dollars. ‘The 
collector, who is an honorable man, told me that 
his own receipts, after paying all expenses, were 
$242. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I should like the, chairman of 


| the Committee of Waysand Means to state why 


this cannot be adjusted under the present law— 
under the proviso which was referred to by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Spaupine. } 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 have nodoubt that the ob- 


| ject of all who have taken part in discussing this 


amendment is precisely the same, and that is, to 
get the largest amount of revenue possible into 
the Treasury, and at the least expense. Now, if 
gentlemen will fairly figure up the amount which 
can be received in each district they will see that 
what is proposed by the Committee of Ways and 


| Means is no very extravagant proposition. If 


ai, 








! ’ 

\I SPALDI } or in any other district, they 

v i mou ltobea wed 

i ' 

And \ I l issing tl At. @7 ti 

i i I e United Stat S, ai lin 

( ts where there are distilleries, ther are 

no ich sums as §2,0V0,00U coliected,. If this 

we tion, therefore, should pass, it would af- 
t very few in number of all the distric 

of [ ted Stat Under the present jaw, 


w al w the collector on 


cum of $3,000. B 


the first $100,000 thie 


tween the sum of s100,000 and 


640900, 000 one half of one pe reent. isa »wed,. Do 
. ’ t 

that if the collector shall collect $400,000 he will 
have a salary of $4,500. From that point up to 





$1,.000,000—that 1s for collecting §$600,000—he is 
to receive only $1,000. And let me say here that 
i Tt collectors employ d putly colle ‘tors, to 


whiom they are compe led to pay a pe reeuilage on 


what they collect; and it is much harder work, 
after having collected in the district $400,000, to 
t $600,000 more, than it is to collect the first 


$400 ,UUU Phen suppose there are collected in 

the district $1,000,000, the salary is $5,500; and 

if the ammount should be $2,000,000, 1t is $7,167. 

Ifthea nount should reach $3,000,000, th salary 
i 


Would rea 


lithe outside limit under the 


present 
Phau rade ly, 


law, $9,834. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me reasona- 


ble and proper that if there are districts 1 


more than three million dollars are collected—a 
vast sum of money—we should be willing to pay 
thing in order that this sum shall be collected. 

no feeling about ts l only to Nave 





the best interest of the country con 
Mr. STEVENS. My idea is th 
» give this one eighth of one per cent. the words 


‘Sor from the 





- 


amountof internal duties coll 
should be stricken out, still leaving the territorial 
extent of the district to be considered by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in making further allow- 

‘es. That is my idea; and if this amendment 
prevails | shall move to amend by striking out 
those words, so as to take aw ay the discretion of 
‘Treasury in making 
1c ground of the at 
like to leave that discreti 
tary of the Treasury, but would prefer to make 
it definite inthe bill. Lle may sometimes be 
and if we strike it out we 1 
that duty, and relieve 


the Secretary of the 


t} 
i 


uiowe- 
Son 


amount 


do not ym to the Secre- 


mis- 

elieve him of 
everybody of the tempta- 
tion to make a large thing out of it. 

Mr. WILSON. If that pursued, 
then the collector in districts in whichthe amount 
IS not SO great as thes amount fixed in the 
in which extraordinary duties are 
performed by the collectors, they could not receiv: 
an additional compensation from the Secretary 
of the Tre asury. The effect then would be to 4 
increase the compensation of the collectors in 
the heavy districts and take away the power to 
allow additional compensation to collectors in the 
smaller districts, where a smaller amount is col- 
lected and | irger labor pe rformed. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not propose to strike 
out the words * that the Secretary of the Treas- 


® . 
tuken; 


course be 


nallest 


law, and still 


ury be authorized to make such further allow- 
ances, from time to time,as may be reasonable in 
cases in which, from the territorial extent of the 
district, or from the amount of internal duties col- 
lected, or from other circumstances, it may seem 
just to make such allowances,”’ but only the 
words for from the amount of internal duties 
collected.”’ 
Mr. WILSON. If you strike out the words 
‘or from the amount of internal duties collected,”’ 
and leave in the words ‘for from other circum- 
stances,’’ the amount of internal duties collected 
will be one of the other circumstances. Soit will 
be just as broad as it is long. 


The question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Witso~n— 


Mr. WILSON demanded tellers. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope it will be agreed that 
a vote may be taken in the House upon this 
amendment, so that we shall not break up th 
committee for want of a quorum. 

Mr. WILSON. Ido not propose to break up 
the committee. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


‘ 


If, on a di- 


the roll must be called. 


vision, the House is found without a quorum, | 
| 
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Tellers were 
ODELL were appointed 


The committee pr eded to divide; when Mr. 
Winson withdrew the fora 


Mr. HOLMAN | ’ 
nie it } ! if hav \ 
on thi rr sition ti 

Mr. ANCONA If v ree t 
rive u 1 vot { Liou » W W ll 
ma division WwW. 

1 . ‘VQ ’ ' 

Mr. STEVENS. Iam quite w r to acy 
to that. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to amend, 1 
3 of the » vy striking out the word ** ten, 
it thirty-nine, and i rting **twenty’’ in hl l 
thereof, so that th i Will t ! 

That s 1 twent et i | t g 

ter I a \ y i 1 
t \ 1s teach s “ in twenty 
la a I iving t t n 

I ive n l ent in each 

1 in hi ew ! | 
i 1 | i i i I t wi 
to be p ed upin i ‘ 
in ti i t i ile \ ‘ 
due a 

' \ ‘ c 

Slime 1 Ai U i t t 

The sectionas it »w stands gives the lector 
twenty days to furnish the county. new I 
with the notice. ‘That is all the notice the tax 
payer gets, and he is required to be ready with 
his money in ten days. [think ought to have 
twenty days. If it takes twenty days for the « 
lector to get his notice in the paper, you certai 
ought to give the tax-] yer twenty days to get 
ready with his m y find outthat the not 
has been given, [tis ¢ y ten day now. 

Mr. HOOPER. If th nhuieman wi have tl 
roodness to | ¢ furthel in j yn, f 
Will find t ut thi twenly uays ure there L hie 
S LIOh re ids 

And if any persor to] is aforesa T 
nore than ten da » at I 
his deputy to issue to such person an leita 


dwelling, &c 


Mr. ELD. I was aware of that; | 


SCOFI 





d y en days after the first ten days t 
ti ayer must seek the coll rat | office 
or at som pl ‘ I | can | i ] I 
noti Is that b A | e- il i 
the end of ten days, aud x ( may 
come there and pay hi but if y do not se 
the notice ! ei t ok { y have t 
days more in which to hunt him up anywher 
he may be fi rty miles away; | part \ 
ettled district he may along way off; and ut 
less there Is some 1 vhy the time should be 
short ry I think we « ught to give them twen 
days. 

Mr. HOOPER. T ling that 
not t than ten y may m . 

till the tax-p rs ve t lay r the { 
te 1 days from.) , and | I i e t 
much to e3 it Livie »> tw Lay 

Mr. SCOFIELD 1} w fi I vn 

ryvation that the t ) i | 


country districts have hever come to the K 


edve of a large p rf x yer 
time was u I do not know what | 
juired by the present act, but | do know t 
many people never find out until the co 
has been collecting and has left 

Mr. HOOPER. The gentleman will notice t 
the law Is « hane d. B r ne y i 
paymentis now 1 irred, there m 
notice, giving ten days additional be t 
alty is incutred! Fe nalty 
curred after ten days’ 1 Now, t I Y 
be an additional not erved at the dwe 
the party, and before any penalty is incart 
days mustelapse. I think that more th ( 
the time the gentieman asks for. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. 
the amendment of the gentieman from P 
vania 
fifteef' days in 
ample time f 


ne or the } t 
Mr. MORRILL. It 


J 


tead of twenty. Lu K that |i 


f ‘ t init 
lowa,and ot ier gentl mie ,~unda | tu 
tion, they will not ask any further change than 
prop sed Oy Line Commit e4 of W y Al 1 Me ttt 
It will be noticed that thi tion refers exclu 
sively to the annual tax, and ti ewspaper notice 
I believe, is regarded througuout the country % 


[Mr. Scorreu » as to make the tume 


ell Lhe peo} understand when their 
tax lu Lpay \ \ it 
i V i haa 
\ i ’ i ‘ 
I \ oust 
} \ 1 i 
i | ol d by 
: J 
Mr. EH BALI lowa, w a 
T 
NI FIELI t was disatreed ’ 
ly ~ ri\ i NS UW) i, ve ¥y nrec, 
I move to rt atler \ : ret * the 
| ‘ ; ? t } 
W I \ h can b nd, rt t the 
\ traint it { t 
iu it t 1 ! 
\ Vv 
i 
f erdw i 
! | t if 
1 \ i thie uu mind i 





, | may say, does not refer to the Commis- 
mer of Internal Revenue, butt the person with 
whomt notice is to be lef 


»>amendment Was agree 


Ih t 
Mr. TOWNSEND. Mr. C 


be generally Known to the committee 


« j no busine 3 
Olt it} 


in citi wid residing in the 


country read the city newspapers at 


‘This section 


he jocal papers. 


t \ bye publi hed In the county papers 
Therefore,in order to provide for the difficulty in 
regard to persons residing near the cities, lLmove 
to insert after line thirty-five tl words **and on 
ferries al l railroad depots, rthatit Will read 
That each of id collectors shall, within twe s 
i rece i gy hisannual collection amt 
l i tp i en ico i 
i new ) | i i 
{ i ! \ iti 
i t pu j renaen 1 
t,and ona ana t road d 
p t have bye duc ! payable 
The amendment was not agreed to 
YD T \r ‘ . 
Mr. PRUYN. Mr. Chairman, l notice acler- 
ical error ru ine throuvh the seetior In some 
t \ gees , l,and in ot r 
es t vord ** notification’? is used I move 
) mie l V King’ out t word **notifier 
, ' 
n’’ where it occurs, and inserting the word 
ey ’ ‘ ’ 
" rus ' \ 
Vir, BOUTWELL. I hope that amendment 
will t be lopted. ‘There is a distinction be- 
tween the two words. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, (on the Democratic side of 


ther they are 


A Memser, (on the Republican side.) 
ver here Laughter.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair under- 


mit tleeman from New York to pi post 
bam nents 
Mr. PRUYN Yes, sit 


INOS ldo notdoubt that t 


t ry Wiil take care to have 
. ) 
iw n nec ry 
\i KALBEFLEISCH l tis not i 
t 7 leman trom Pennaylvat ier 
| am correct, L yy a — I bi 3 
mad ny ovision in this ¢ 


Mr. STEVENS. For « 
Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Yes, 
Mr. STEVENS. Notatall. It ig not neces- 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH. That where I dif- 


,sir. ‘The duues at 7 1, and nds 
ome ul and Vv J ! ro- 
V c | t 
tpl » t ment tu ig 

ell 
Ir. KASSON. I understand that the bonds 
ai é‘ mposed v. If not, ther 
l i in cases and 








700 a 


require « new bond at such times as he shall deem 
necessary. 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. 
changed before, but new bonds were not required. 
| want-to provide against the contingency of 
these bonds becoming null and void. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the last 


proviso, by inserting the words ** school books,”’ | 


so that it will read: 


Provided, further, That there shall be exempt from dis- 


traint the tools or implements of a trade or profession, one | 


cow, arms, and provisions, and household furniture kept 
for use, school books, and apparel] necessary for a family. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I 


amend by inserting the following: 


move to 


And hereafter there shall be assessed and collected a tax 
of filly cents per gallon on ali domestic spirits on hand tor 
sale. 


The question was taken, and there being, on | 


om? 
a division, no quorum voting, 


The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers, and ap- 
pointed Messrs, Wasnsvurne, of Illinois, and 
lloumMan. 


‘The committee divided, and the tellers reported || 


—nayes 26, noes 44, no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed 
to call the roll, 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest that the gentleman 
from I}inois can offer hisamendment toany other 
part of the bill to-morrow or nextday; and Lask 
him to withdraw it now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
know that I shall be here to-morrow or nextday. 
I do not see why this matter cannot be compro- 
mised by having a vote taken in the House by 
yeas and nays. The gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania [Mr. Stevens] agreed to that on another 
qut stion. 

Mr. NELSON. How often must this ques- 
tion be determined by the House? 


Mr. STEVENS. The constant repetition of || 


this proposition is destroying and unsettling the 
business of the country. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
Bettie it. 


The roll was then called, and eighty-two mem- 
bers answered to their names—not a quorum, 


Let it un- 


‘The committee then rose,and the Speaker hav- | 


ing resumed the chair, Mr. Pomeroy reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union having found itself without a quorum, 


had caused the roll to be called, and had directed | 
him to report the names of the absentees to the | 


House. 


The following are the names of the absentees: | 
Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, Ander- 


ron, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blaine, 
Biair, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Brooks, William G. Brown, 
Chanter, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Cole, Creswell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Denison, Dixon, Donnelly, 


Dumont, Eden, English, Finek, Ganson, Gooch, Grider, || 
Grinnetl, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Her- |] 
rick, Hotehkiss, Hutehins, Jenckes, William Johnson, | 
Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, || 


Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Longyear, Mallory, Marcy, Me- 
Dowell, MeIndoe, McKinney, William Il. Miller, Moor- 
head, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Noble, Nor- 
ton, John O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perry, Price, Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, William H. Randall, Alexander I. Rice, 
Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, 


Ross, Schenck, Scott, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, | 


John B. Steele, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, 
Voorhees, Wadsworth, Webster, 


Wood, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—100. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE moved that the House do 


now adjourn, 

The question was taken; and, upon a division, 
there were—nyes 22, noes 54. 

Mr. FRANK demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. WILSON moved a call of the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move thatthe House 
adjourn. Itis useless to remain here. 

The question was taken; and, upon adivision, 
there were—ayes 23, noes 53. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn, . 

‘The SPEAKER. A call of the House having 


— ordered, the Clerk will proceed to call the 
roll, 


|| be a vote on this amendment to-morrow 
The law has been 


journ. 


| cused, as he has been confined to his room all 





| illness. I move, therefore, that he be excused. 


Wheeler, Chilton A, || 
White, Joseph W. White, Williams, Windom, Benjamin 


ce 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If there can 





Several Members. Order! Order! 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order; the 
Clerk will proceed with the call. 

The roll was then called; and the following 


, members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alley, An- 
derson, Arnold, Ashivy, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, 
Biaine, Biair, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Brooks, William G. 
Brown, Chanier, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Coffroth, Cole, 
Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Denison, Dixon, 
Donnelly, Dumont, Eden, English, Finck, Ganson, Gooch, 
Grider, Grinnell, Tarding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Har- 
ris, Herrick, Hotchkiss, Hutchins, Jenckes, William Jolin- 
son, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knapp, 
Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Loan, Longyear, Marcy, McDow- 
ell, Meludoe, McKinney, William H. Miller, Moorhead, 
Daniel Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Noble, Norton, John 
O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perry, Price, Radford, Samuel J. 
Randall, William U1. Randall, Alexander HU. Rice, Robin- 
son, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, James S. Rollins, Ross, 
Schenck, Scott, Sloun, Smith, Smithers, John B. Steele, 
Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, 
Wadsworth, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph 
W. White, Williams, Windom, Benjainin Wood, Fernando 
Wood, and Yeaman—89. 

The list of absentees was then called. 


Mr. SPALDING moved that the House ad- 


The motion was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The Doorkeeper will now 
close the doors of the Hall, and the Clerk will 
call the list of absentees for the purpose of receiv- 
ing excuses. 

The doors were then closed, and the names of 
the absentees were called, as follows: 

James C. Atten. No excuse offered. 

Witiiam J. Atten. No excuse offered. 

Lucien Anperson. No excuse offered. 

Isaac N. Arnoutp. No excuse offered. 

James M. Asniey. No excuse offered. 

Joseru Batty. No excuse offered. 

Aveustus ©. Batpwin. No excuse offered. 

James G. Biaine. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Briatne] be ex- 


day by sickness. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Jacos B. Buarr. No excuse offered. 

GeorGe Buss. No excuse offered. 

Henry T. Brow. No excuse offered. 

Avucustus BRANDEGEE. 

Mr. DEMING. My colleague [Mr. Branpe- 
GEE] left the Hall this morning in consequence of 
indisposition. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

James Brooks. No excuse offered. 

Wirtiam G. Brown. No excuse offered. 

Joun W. Cuanrer. No excuse offered. 

I'reemMaN Cirarke. No excuse offered. 

snutus J. Cray. Noexcuse offered. 

Avexanper H.Corrrotu. No excuse offered. 

Corne.tivus Core. No excuse offered. 

Joun A. J. Creswe.u. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. The gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Creswe tt] has been con- 
fined to his room for two or three days past by 


The motion was agreed to. 

Henry Winter Davis. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. The gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. Davis] has also been con- 
fined to his room since the day before yesterday 
by illness. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Joun L. Dawson. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move he be excused. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Cuarnves Denison. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Iam not 
informed as to the cause of the absence of Mr. 


| Denison; but I know that he is in very poor 


health, and is unable to attend all the sessions of 


the House, as is known to many gentlemen. I 
move that he be excused. 


The motion was agreed to. ° 


Natuan F. Dixon. No excuse offered. 

Ianarivs Donnetty. No excuse offered. 

Esenezer Dumont. 

Mr. HOLMAN, It is well known that my 
colleague [Mr. Dumont] is in very poor health. 


; 
I move that he be excused. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Joun R. Even. No excuse offered. 








| to old age. 
/ to come here; and I move, therefore, that he be 








| week, an 
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James E. Encuisn. No excuse offered. 
WiriiaM E. Finck. No excuse offered. 
Joun Ganson. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move that he be excused. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


DanieL W. Goocn. 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague (Mr. Goocu] 
has been detained at his room for several days 
by very severe sickness in his family. 1 move 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Henry Griper. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Speaker, I have been 
so unfortunate in the excuses which I have offered 
for my friends to-night that 1 do not know but 
that I ought to get some other gentleman to pre- 
sent the excuse for my colleague, (Mr. Griver;] 
but f will say for him that I have no doubt that 
he is detained at home by the infirmities incident 
He is too old a man to be required 


excused. Now, gentlemen, be kind. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


Josian B. Grinne.e. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. I would say that 
my colleague, (Mr. Grinnewu,] has been quite 
unwell during the day; and | think he is detained 
to-nightin consequence of sickness. I move that 


| he be excused. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE. I would state, also, 
that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Grinne} 
was obliged to leave the House this afternoon, 
before the adjournment, on account of a sudden 
and apparently quite severe indisposition. Iam 
certain that it would not have been prudent for 
him to come out of his room to-night. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Aaron Harpinc. No excuse offered. 
Henry W. Harrincton. No excuse offered. 
Bensamin G. Harris. No excuse offered. 
Awson Hernick. No excuse offered. 

Gites W. Horcukiss. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. My colleague 
is detained from the House by sickness; and [ 
move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


We ts A. Hutcuins. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas A. JenckEs. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, just before 
the House adjourned this afternoon Mr. Jenckes 
said to me that he was so unwell that he would 
be compelled to leave. Ihave no doubt that he 
is not wel: enough to be present this evening, 
and | move that he be excused. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope that Mr. Jenckes 
will be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WiruiaMm Jounson. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Joun- 
son said to me when we were both riding in the 
cars that he had been unwell for several days, 
and I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Greorce W.Juiian. Noexcuse offered. 
Francis W. Kettoce. No excuse offered. 
Francis Kernan. 

Mr. ODELL. My colleague was called home 
in consequence of sickness in his family last 
I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Austin A. Kine. No excuse offered. 
Antuony L. Knapp. No excuse offered. 
Joun Law. 

Mr. CRAVENS. My colleague is generally 
very attentive to the business of the House, and 
as he is an old man I move that he be excused. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I think that my colleague 
ought to be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Jesse Lazear. 

Mr. ANCONA. My colleague has gone to 
Baltimore to meet some members of his family, 
and I move that he be excused. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Is he in the city now? 

Mr. ANCONA. He is not. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Francis C. Le Bronp. No excuse offered. 

Bengamin F’. Loan. 

Mr. BOYD. I understand that my colleagues, 
Messrs. Loan and Kina, have had an arrange- 


li ment to meet the Secretary of War this evening, 
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and that, for that reason, they are not presentin || Jesse O. Norron. No excuse ofigred. 


the House. 

The SPEAKER. The committee on the con- 
duct of the war have gone to meet the Secretary 
of War this evening, so the Chair understands. 

Mr. BOYD. I move that Mr. Loan, who isa 
member of that committee, be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
is a member of that committee, and ought also to 
be excused. 


The SPEAKER. 


ceived to excuse him. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The com- 


mittee on the conductof the war have had leave to | 


sit during the sessions of the House, and | make 
the pointof order thatthey cannot be brought here. 

The SPEAKER. That willbe reached in due 
order if the House continues this call. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that my colleague, 
Mr. Juxian, be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Joun W. Loncyear. 

Mr. DRIGGS. 


ter. j 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
Dantet Marcy. 
Mr. ANCONA, 

of absence. 

The SPEAKER. It is in the recollection of 
the Chairthatthe gentleman had leave of absence 
by the House, 

James F. McDowett. 

Mr. CRAVENS. 
for several days past, and is not able this evening 
to attend the sitting of the House. I move he be 
excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Watter D. Mcinpoe. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Mctnpoe has been seriously 
indisposed from a sore throat for several days, 
and although he has attended the daily sessions 
of the House, he is not able and it would be im- 
proper for him to come here to-night; I therefore 
move he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Joun F. McKinney. 

Mr. COX. 


[ think Mr. Marcry had leave 


whether I thought there would be anything before 
the House this evening. 1 did not think the gen- 
tleman from LHlinois would bring up his amend- 
ment in reference to spirits, and | told him I 
thought there would not %e anything of conse- 
quence; and therefore | propose to take any pun- 


ishment that may be imposed on my colleague, | 


vicariously, (Laughter.] 

James IK. Moorneap. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Moorneap is de- 
tained from the House by injuries received from 
a railroad collision. I move he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Daniet Morais. 


Mr. WINFIELD. _Irise toa question of privi- 
lege. Was Mr. McKinney excused? 


The SPEAKER. 
was made. 

Mr. WINFIELD. I move he be excused. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in 
order except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I object. 

Mr. BAXTER. Mr. Morris, of New York, 
has been sent for to see a sick daughter, and | 
move he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Wiitiam R. Morrison. No excuse offered. 

Amos Myers. 

Mr. KELLEY. My colleague from the oil 
district is interested in a very large tract of oil 
land, is president of a company, and has gone to 
the telegraph office to learn the result of recent 


No motion to excuse him 


borings; and as the Government looks for a very | 


large revenue from the result, | move that Mr. 
Myers be excused. 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Then they better send 
somebody else down there if the Government 
wants any revenue. [Laughter.] 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Warren P. Nosiz. No excuse offered. 


My colleague, Mr. Jutian, | 


His name has been passed; | 
but if there be no objection a motion will be re- | 


Mr. Lonerear has gone to | 
Baltimore to meet his wife, whom he has not seen | 
for evera month. | move he be excused. [Laugh- | 


Mr. McDowett has been ill | 


Mr. McKinney left here some | 
half an hour ago, and asked me before he left | 











Joun O’Nemu. No excuse offered. 

GopLove 8S. Ortu. No excuse offered. 

James W. Parrerson. 

Mr. BEAMAN. 1 wish to state that Mr. Pat- 
TERSON left the House a short time since on ac- 
count of indisposition. 


Mr. MORRILL. 


l move he be excused. 


Mr. Patrerson was herea | 


part of the evening, and left, understood, because | 


he was too ill to remain. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Nenemian Perry. No excuse offered. 

Hiram Price. No excuse offered. 

Witriam Raprorp. 

Mr. TOWNSEND. My colleague, Mr. Rap- 
FORD, has gone home to put himself upon a low 
diet. (Laughter.] 1 move he be excused. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Samvuecr J. Ranpatv. 

Mr. STROUSE. Mr. Rawnpatt has been se- 
riously indisposed since last Saturday, and is 
confined to his bed at his residence in George- 
town. I move he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Wiruiam H. Ranpati. No excuse offered. 
ALExanpverR H. Rice. 
Mr. HOOPER. 


ing fallen down, is obliged to stay at home to at- 
tendtohim. [Laughter.] I move he be excused. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
I wish the gentleman would state it again. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 object. 


Mr. STEVENS. He is sitting up with 
Jenckxes. [Renewed laughter.] 


The motion was not agreed to. 


Awprew J. Rocers. 

Mr. NELSON. I was informed some days 
since that Mr. Rocenrs was sick, and not having 
seen him or heard of hisrecovery, 1 suppose that 
he must be sick yet. 1 move, therefore, that he 
be excused. 

Several MemBers. He has recovered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Epwarp H. Routumws. No excuse offered. 
James S. Rortuins. No excuse offered. 
Lewis W. Ross. No excuse offered. 
Rospert C. Scuenck. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understood the Chair 


to decide that members of committees having 


leave to sit during the sessions of the House were | 


excused. 
TheSPEAKER. TheChairhasmadenosuch | 
decision. The Chair has only decided that such 


members havearightto vote before the announce- 
ment of the result. 


Joun C.Scorr. No excuse offered. 
IrHamarR C. Stoan. No excuse offered. 
Green Cray Sniru. 

Mr. WILDER. Mr.Smiru has been sick for 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. Rice, living in the same | 
| house with Mr. Jencxes, who is quite sick, hav- | 





a number of days, and | move that he be excused. | 


The motion was agreed to. 
Nartuaniec B. SmitHers. 


Mr. ECKLEY. 
Mr. Smituers has just recovered from a spell of 
sickness. 


therefore move that he be excused. 
Mr. WINFIELD. If he hasrecovered,I do 
not see why he should be excused. 


Mr. ECKLEY. 


Mr. Suituens, as I supposed | 


The House will recollect that 


Tomy knowledge he did not feel well | 
enough to come to the House thisevening. I | 


| 


the House knew, had a fever a short time ago, and | 


has not quite recovered. 
A Memsper. He was here to-day. 


Mr. ECKLEY. 


| 


He was here during the ses- || 


sion to-day, but did not feel like coming out this | 


evening. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Joun B. STEELE. 
Joun T. Stuart. 
L. D. M. Swear. 
Francis Tuomas. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
to be somewhat infirm. 


No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 


I think that all old men 


Mr. Tuomas is well known || 


ought to be excused. I move that he be excused | 


on account of his great age. 

Mr.MALLORY. The presence of the gentle- 
man himself isa sufficient reply to his application 
to have Governor Tuomas excused. If my friend 


House, why cannot Governor Tuomas? 
The motion was agreed to. 


|} winter. 
I did not hear that excuse. | 
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Rosperr B. Van Vatkenseren. No excuse 
offered. 

Danie W. Voorneses. 

Mr. CRAVENS. My colleague has been ab- 
sent for a number of days in consequence of the 
illness of his wife, who has not yet enurely re- 
covered, I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Wirtiiam H. Wapswortn. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Speaker, my colleague 
is quite unwell, and is unable to attend the ses- 
sion of the House to-night. I move that he be 
excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Epwin H. Wessrer. 
Mr. MORRILL. 1 believe it is well under- 
stood by the House that the gentleman from Ma- 


ryland has been sick several days. 1 move that 
he be excused. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, just before going 
out the gentleman from Maryland assured me that 


he was very much indisposed—to stay, as he had 
been on his feet all day. 

Mr. MORRILL. If withdraw my motion. 

No other excuse was offered for Mr. Wes- 
STER. 

Ezra Wuee er. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin has been in poor health all 
i I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Cuitton A. Wuire. 

Mr. PENDLETON, Mr. Speaker, my col- 
league (Mr. C. A. Waite] was called home sev- 
eral days ago by indisposiuon in his family. I 
move that he be excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Josern W. Wuite. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, my colleague was 
along with Mr. McKinney when I gave the in- 
formation I referred to. 1 move that he be ex- 


| cused. 


Mr. CRAVENS. Mr. Speaker, Iam board- 
ing at the same house with Mr. Waite, and I 
know he is in delicate health. 

Mr. COX. I do not put it on that ground. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. CRAVENS. 
for | know the fact. 

Mr. COX. It is altogether my own fault that 
these gentlemen went away. 

The motion was agreed to. 


I do put it on that ground, 


Tuomas WiutaMe. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker,my colleague 
went away quite indisposed, and asked me to 
mention that fact, if there should be a call of the 
House. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Wittram Winpom. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine. Mr. Speaker, the gen- 
tleman from Minnesota is detained fromthe House 


by sicknessin his family. I move that he be ex- 
cused, 


The motion was agreed to. 


3eENJAMIN Woop. No excuse offered. 

Fernanno Woop. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
some gentlemen have been excused to-night for 
the reason that they were on the committee on the 
conduct of the war. Lf move that my colleague 
be excused on the ground that he is on the com- 
mittee on the conduct of the peace. [Laughter.] 

Several Members. Which of them? 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Both of them. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Georce H. Yeaman. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move that my colleague’s 
absence be excused. 

The SPEAKER. On what grounds? 

Mr. MALLORY. On general grounds. | Laugh- 
ter.] 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, (at nine o’clock, p.m.) 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. COX. I suggest whether it may not be 
necessary to institute a commission to inquire 


i! into the sanitary condition of this city. 


from Pennsylvania can attend the sessions of the | 


Mr. MALLORY. I move that ail further pro- 
| ceedings under the call be dispensed with, 
| The motion was not agreed to. 













(OZ 

Mr M ALLORY ] sugrest that if the doors 
bye ened ere W e enourch of membe ra to 
pl I do not ses any necessity 
for further proceedings under the ¢ ; 

\) VORRILI lI move that the Speaker be 
directed to wh warrant to the Sergeant-at- 
Art to rin the absentee 

" t i arreed to: and the Speaker 
thereu ied bia rat to the Sergeant 
Arms to arrest and bring into the Hlou the 
ab tmembers who were not excused, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I would 
inquire Whether itis in ord rto move for a war- 
rautto4 ie for the arrest of deserters under the 

resent draft? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is 
notary order at thi time, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE 


req iir d lo be 18st 


I move that the warrant 
ed be made ré turnable to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clor 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair rules that that 
motion 1s not in order, as by adjournment all 
proceedings under the call are there by termin- 
ated. It has been tried in vartous Cor s to 


have the effect of the call operate 


k, noon, 


ore t 
upon the next 


day; and it h been repeatedly decided, upon 
appeal aml otherwise, that it cannot be done, 
Vir. ELDRIDGE I care nothing about the 


efit ctupon theeall; Lonly wantmy motionadopt. d. 

The SPEAKER. The motion 1s not in order. 
The Divest, on preaere os that by an adjourn- 
| 


ment pending the call, all proceedings under the 


tales 


ca lare terminate d. 

Mr. PRUYN. Cannot the House take a 
cess until to-morrow noon? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Digest states that it is 
not in order to take a recess pending a call. 

Mr. PRUYN. ‘The Clerk has concluded the 
call 

The SPEAKER. The House is now enraged 
in concluding proceedings under the call. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 
pe nd the rule, so that can tak: 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman can move 
to adjourn. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 
suspend the rule. 

‘The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the 
rules can only be made on Monday after the 
morning hour. 

Mr. NELSON, Would it be in order to move 
to direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to appoint such 
members of the Hiouse as are now present his 
assistants’: 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ODELL. 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The recular order of busi- 
ness is a call of the House; and the House is pro- 
ceeding under that call now. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. IT understand that the 
question pendins: in the Committec of the Whote, 
whien it was fiund that there was no quorum, 
was taxing the stock of whisky on hand. I want 
to know whether it isin order, pending that ques- 
tion, to consume the stock on hand. {Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not 
inorder, [Laughter.] 

Mr. PIKE. It seems to me that we have done 
enough to vindicate the dignity of the House; I 
therefore move the House do now adjourn. 

The question was then taken, and, upona di- 
vision, resulted—ayes 2], noes 40. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms then appeared at the bar 
of the House, having in custody Messrs. Mor- 
nison, Raprorp, and WepsTer. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Mornrisox, you have 
been absent from the sessions of this House with- 
out leave. What excuse have you to render for 
rour absence? 

Mr. MORRISON. I presume I did not start 
from my lodgings as early as 1 ought to have 
done to come to this Hall. 

Mc. COX. I move that the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Morrison} be excused, upon the 
payment of the usual fee. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then said: Mr. Raprorp, you 
have been absent from the sessions of this House 


without leave. Whatexcuse have you to render 
for your absence? 


Mr. RADFORD. 


Il move to sus- 


a recess, 


we 


No; I move to 


That is not in order. 
I call for the regular order of 
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got home; and as soon as! woke up I came here. || city to arrest some of the absentees. It will cer- 


{ Laughter. } | 
Mr. MALLORY. I move that the gentleman | 
ym T ae Mr. Raprorp] be excust d. 


from New York | 

A Memper. Upon the usual terms? 

Mr. MALLORY. Yes, upon the usual terms. 
Mr. FRANK. IL would ask, whatare the usual 


fees? 


tainly be some time before he can return with any 
of them. I therefore move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

The question being taken, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 35, noes 4]. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Farws- 


The SPEAKER. Two dollars for each arrest, |! wort, and Jounson of Pennsylvania, were tp 


one dollar for each day’s custody, and ten cents 
a mile for travel. 

Mr. RADFORD. 
excuse, and say that | went to bed sick. 

Mr. SREVENS. How did you get up? 

Mr.RADFORD. I gotup well. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 move that the genldeman 
from New York |Mr. Raprorp] be absolutely 
excused. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend that mo- 
tion by excusing the gentleman upon the pay- 
ment of the usual fees. 


[Laughte r.] 


ment of Mr. Stevens, and upon a division it 
resulted—ayes 44, noes 37. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

The motion of Mr. MaLiory,as amended, was 
then adopted, 

The SPEAKER then said: Mr. Wessrter, 
you have been absent from the sessions of the 
House without leave. What excuse have you 
to render for that absence? 

Mr. WEBSTER. I came into the House early 
in the evening, and feeling indisposed [ requested 
my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke.vey] to 
say as much tothe House, if necessary. After- 


1 judge by inspection. | 


| 


I would ask to amend my 


pointed, 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 31, noes 5). 

“So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. UPSON. I move that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Pruyn] have leave to give the 
reasons for the exclusion of the presidential vote 
of West Virginia, (Laughter. ] 

Mr. PRUYN. I should like to make some 
remarks on the position which the House now 


| presents before the country, and on the question 


1 
i] 


ward, supposing that he might himself feel in- | 


disposed, I} returned voluntarily to the House. 


| of this day’s session. 


Iam not here as a drafted man, but as a volun- || 


teer. [ Laughter. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I would ask the gentle- 


man if he was indisposed, or merely indisposed | 


stay here? 
Mr. WEBSTER. Ihave made my excuse to 
the Speaker. { Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. | move thatthe gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Wessrer] be excused. 

Mr. STEVENS. | move to amend the motion 
so that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wes- 
sTER] be excused upon the paymentof the usual 
fees. 

‘The amendment was adopted; and the motion, 
as amended, was agreed to, 


to 


Mr. MORRISON. I rise to a question of priv- | 


ilege. Lam required to pay the costs of this ar- 
rest to the Sergeant-at-Arms. I have here in my 
hand the necessary funds, authorized to be issued 
by thisGovernment; the Sergeant-at-Arms refuses 
to take it, as itis notlegal tender; yet it is author- 
ized by Congress. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that if the 
gentleman from Iilinois[ Mr. Morrison] lias made 
tender of the fees in legal tender he has complied 
with the order of the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is not legal tender, but 
bank notes authorized by the Government. 


The SPEAKER. That raises another question. | 


[Laughter.} 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the gentleman 


from Illinois [Mr. Morrison] have leave to pay | 


from stock on hand. 


{ Laughter. ] 


Mr. SPALDING, (at ten o’clock, p.m.) 1) 


move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was notagreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 30, noes 47. 


Mr. MALLORY. 1 move thatall further pro- 


| ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 


Mr.. STEVENS. I would inquire whether a 
quorum 1s yet present. 

The SPEAKER, Not yet. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope we shall wait fora 
quorum. 

The motion of Mr. Matiory was notagreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. Is it in order to have a count 
of the House, to ascertain whether a quorum be 
present? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will count the 


House, if it be desired. 
Mr. WILSON. I 


counted. 


ask that the House be 


The Speaker, after counting, announced that | 


eighty-nine members were present. 


Mr. WILSON, It is now ten minutes past ten | 
I went to bed as soon as I || o’clock. The Sergeant-at-Arms has gone into the 





j 


' 


whether we are not bringing ourselves into con- 


: ae ‘ || tempt before the whole country by the course we 
ie question was then takenupon the amend- | 


are now pursuing. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
make those remarks by unanimous consent. 

Several Mempers. ‘* I object.”’ 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
privileged question. Although not well, | came 
here to-night intending to participate in the delib- 
erations of the House if anything of importance 
should be transacted. I do not now feel well, and 
| would like the House to grant me permission to 
retire. I wish to go to my bed. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky asks leave of absence during the remainder 
Shall it be granted? 
Leave was granted, there being, ona division— 


| ayes 37, noes 25. 


Mr. STEVENS. Cana member be excused 
when there is no querum voting ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that he 
ean. A number of absentees have been excused 
to-night without a quorum, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the gentleman from Kentucky be permitted 
to put in an able-bodied substitute. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. A white man? [Laughter.] 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. Seriously, 
I think that we have carried this thing far enoug!,, 
and I move that all further proceedings under the 


| call be disnensed with. 


| cused, 





Mr. COX. I call for a division of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. (Laughter. ] 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 33, 
noes 48. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. UPSON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the gentleman from Kentucky was ex- 
[Laughter.] 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to excuse 
Mr. Matrory. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 33, 
noes 46. 

So the House refused to excuse Mr. Matiory. 

Mr. PIKE moved that the House do now 
adjourn, 

‘The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. PRUYN. I move that the doors be opened. 

Mr. WILSON. What will be the effect of 
that? 

The SPEAKER. It will have the same effect 
as a motion to dispense with all further proceed- 
ings under the call. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. SPALDING moved that leave be granted 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] to go on with his speech on reconstruc- 
tion, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no doubt that the gen- 
tleman is anxious to give his experiences of be- 
ing under arrest, and | move that he have permus- 
sion to do so. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, moved 


that there be a sanitary commission appointed 


| upon the condition of the absent members who 


were reported sick. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, moved to adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin, Will it be in 


9p, | laa 
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order to move that those who so desire may retire, 
and that those who want to see the Sergeant-at- 
Arms return with members inarrest m iy remail ; 

The SPEAKER. Excuses must be made in 


each case 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that my colleague 
be excused. 

Mr. COX. My friend does not wantto be ex- 


cused, 


she stands here as a sentinel upon the 
tower of freedom. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THAYER. Is it in order forme to make 
a report from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. No business can 
be done without the presence of a quorum. 

Mr. WINFIELD. I move that my colleague 
[Mr. Warp] have leave to make a speech on re- 
ciprocity. 

“The motion was agreed to. 

[Cries of ** Warp!’’ ** Warp!’’} 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
[Laughter.] 

A special messenger appeared at the bar with 
Mr. Batpwin, of Michigan, in custody. 

‘The SPEAKER. Mr. Batpwin, you have 
been absent from the sessions of the House with- 
outits leave. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Michigan. | was detained 
from the LLouse by business, and | have no fur- 
ther excuse. 

Mr. STILES. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged on the payment of costs. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman was absent 
on business, and | move that he beexcused. Gen- 
tlemen on the other side will vote for the amend- 
ment when they recollect that he voted for the 
constitutional amendment. (Laughter. 

Mr. WINFIELD. I move to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. 

The SPEAKER. 
with it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will it carry the prisoner? 
[Laughter.] 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes not. 

‘The motion was disagreed to. 

The amendment was disagreed to; and Mr. 
Srites’s motion was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. 
order for members to leave the Hall ? 

The SPEAKER. Not without consent of the 
House. 

Mr. THAYER. I move that the Doorkeeper 
be ordered to direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to make 
instant report to the House. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, moved (ateleven o’clock, 
p. m.) that the Hlouse adjourn. 

Mr. THAYER. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Tuayer and 
Mr. Cox were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 47, noes 109. [(Laughter.] 

During the division, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Irise toa question of order. 
I saw several gentlemen pass through the tellers 
twice. 


The SPEAKER. 


He does not reciprocate. 


That will carry the motion 


Is it in 


The gentleman can call the 


yeas and nays if he doubts the count of the tell- | 


ers. 
The result of the division having been an- 
nounced, as above, 


Mr. RICE, of Maine, demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 33, nays 49, not voting 100; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Boutwell, James S. Brown, Cox, Cra- 
vens. Thomas T. Davis, Eckley, Farnsworth, Frank, Gris- 
wold, Hale, Hall, Asahel W. Hubbard, John HU. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Kalbfleisch, Littejotin, Long, MeAllister, Me- 
Bride, Middleton, James R. Morris, Charles O'Neill, Pen- 
dieton, Pruyn, John H. Rice, Spalding, William G. Steele, 
Thayer, Tracy, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, Whaley, and 
W ilson—33 P 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Join D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Boyd, Broom- 
all, Cobb, Dawes, Deming, Driggs, Eldridge, Eiiot, Gartield, 
Charles M. Harris, Higby, Holman, Hooper, Ingersoll, 
Philip Jonson, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Kellogg, Knox, 
Loan, Marvin, McClurg, “«amuel F. Miller, Morrill, Mor 
rison, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Odell, Perliam, Pomeroy, 
Radford, Scofield, Shannon, Starr, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, 
Townsend, Upson, Wilder, Winfield, and Woodbridge—49. 

NOT VOTING—Meesrs. James C. Allen, William J. Al- 


| len, Alley, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Anderson, Arnold, 


Ashley, Baily, Blaine, BI 
Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Broo 


cs, William G. Brown, Chan 
ier, Ambrose W. ¢ rk, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cofl 
Cole, Creswell, HI y Winter Davis. Daw 1. De 
Dixon, Donnelly, Du t, Eden, Edgerton, Eng 1. | \ 
Ga n. Gi G _ a i yr oH i 
Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hotehkiss, Hutchins s 
William Jobo » Julian, Pra sW. kh va, K 
King, Kua Law, 2 il bh 1] VI 
Mir ,MeDowell, Melod VieKit \V au tlM 
Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Amos My« Noble, N 
Jolin O'N a< Patte uu. Perry, Pike, Price, Samu 
J. Randall, Wi we tb. Ra ili, Alexander tl. Riee, K 
son, Rog » Edward H.R s, James KK i 
Schenck, Scott, Sloa Smith, Smithers, John Bos 
Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, 
Wadsworth, William B. Washburn, Web-ter, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Williams, Windom, 


Benjamin Wood, Fern indo W od, Worthington,and Yea 


man—1l00. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Pennsylvania. I notice 
that Mr. Amos Myers is at the door of the Hall. 
| move that the Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms be 
authorized to bring him to the bar of the House. 

Mr. PIKE. Can that be done? 

Mr. ANCONA. Has the gentleman 
Maine himself [Mr. Pike] been excused ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Maine 
voted on the last vote. 

Mr. ANCONA. IL noticed him leaving the Hall 
some time ago, and Ll supposed that he was among 
the absentees, - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
members are allowed to leave the Hall by the 
usage, under a call, only on a parole fora few 
moments by the Speaker, a record of which is 
kept by the Doorkeeper, and the Chair does not 
remember that the gentleman from Maine has 


from 


asked leave of absence at all. 


Mr. JOLLNSON, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the Assistant Sergeant-at Arms be permitted to 
bring in the body of Amos Myers. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks that mo- 
tion, if made directory, is inorder. ‘There is no 
doubt in the mind of the Chair that any member 
may be taken into custody by any special mes- 
senger appointed by the Sergeant-at-Arms, 

‘Lhe motion was agrees d to. 

A special messenger appeared at the bar, hav- 
ing in custody Mr. Amos Myers. 

TheSPEAKER. Mr. Amos Myers, you have 
been absent from this House without its leave. 
What excuse have you to render for your ab- 
sence? 


Mr. Speaker, I presume 


i thatit will take me a moment or two to make 


myself correctly understood. (Loud cries of ** Go 
ahead!’’) 1 will state first that l was in the Hous: 
until perhaps an hour and a half ago, and then I 


| left with the belief that oil would not be reached 


for some time. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Were you 
boring?—that 1s the question. [Laughter.] 

Mr. A. MYERS. My coll ague ut ks a que s- 
tion that is rather awkward in its nature. 

A Member. It augers well for your cause. 

Mr. A. MYERS. I returned and discovered 
that oil was still not reached. Important busines 
required—however I will not state that. [Cries 
of **Go on!’’] Perhaps without a very great 
violation of the trath, | might say that I was in 
search of some information in reference to the 
question whether ** crude oil’? could stand a tax 
of six cents a gallon. [Laughter.] ‘The mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means who 
has charge of this bill said very truly that they 
had ** struck ile.’’ I thought they had struck it 
entirely too hard, and in search of information on 
that point I got into contact with an officer in 
the Census Bureau to find out the statistics ont 
subject. 


! 
ue 


But, sir, to make a long story short, (for I do 
not wish to detain the House, and if | have a 
good excuse, a fair and reasonable apology, I pre- 
sume the House will let me off easily; | throw 
myselfupon the indulgence of the House,) I cam: 
here, and I don’t think | was arrested. I should 
have been in here if the doors had not been shut 
[Laughter.] Coming down the avenueas hard as 
l could, thinking that perhaps something might 









take place here, although not knowing that any- 
thing had taken place, | saw thelight shining from 
the top of this building. Hastening my stepgas 
fast as I could, comftng down to Four-and-a-half 
street, I think it is, an excellent street, on which 


|| some very fine persons live, [laughter,]} I struck 


(O38 
the Sergeant-at-Armsa, or rather the Sergea 
Avehetrect & - cr.) When} 

1 that \ the S nt-at-As oo ' 

ently ced ‘ H e wis 
eV \ he,‘ | 
\ ~ % | \ 
I ors | yan 
t but at fe use of tha N 
I | rvered t ! el 
I \ t | | \ KX { ( ol 
Duatchm Ik vy out t co 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH N of your Du ’ 
now. Laughter.) 

Mr. A. MYERS. I say I was a littl the 
situation of a Dut nhman in tt oul country who 
lost his son Peter: the « | ma had a short way 
of calling him * Pete.’ Hh t the boy for 
three or four weeks. Jt made a great talk all 
throuch that country Wi , On a certain occa 
sion when there was a public ,and the wl : 
township Were gathered toe er, the pee ‘ 


asked ’ ’ 
having lost your son Pet Tell usall abont ut 
Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Pete is not Dutch. 


(L, vuehter.] 


Mr. A. MYERS. 


him, **tlow is. thi Jak nbout yo 


The crowd rathered all 


whether he was 


around him. The auctioneer’s hammer wa \ 
the cry of ** Going, going, gone,” had ceased at 
last foratime. All were anxiot sinter ly X- 
ious, and one said, ** Vell us about your | 
your son Pete.’?’ Well, the old man commenced 
hisstory. IT willtellitas nearly as Lean as he did, 
altho iv7h the old man exhibited some emotion in 
telling it. ‘The old man said: ** 1 did lose my 
son Pete. He was gone along while. LT did no 
know whether he was lo to wie her he was ki ed, 


dead, whether he was di i 
Ai Vuow Loc { 
not found him. One day I did found him. | 

PomY down the 


Street. 


or whether he was run away 


street; my son Pete was coming 
l see Pete, Pete see me, | ran 
upon Pete; Pete ran upon me. 


up the 
l putmy hands 
\ round bias me 
Pete put his head under my shoulder. [ erred 
and Pete ered I raised up my head,and Pete 
raised up his head. ‘Then Pete raised up hist 
and | raised up my face, but it was not hin 
oh!’ [Laughter.] Mr. Speaker, when I looked 
atthe Se rgeant-at-Arms I first thought it was be 
but when | talked with him and he told me what 
he wanted, I did not think it was he. {Lat rite | 

Mr. RADFORD. The e 
I move that he be ¢ xcused. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
that he be excused on payment of the usual fee 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pem yivania,. I move to 
amend the amendment by adding **and that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms take it out in oil stocks.”’ 
Laughter ] 


on Pete’s shoulder and my arms 


nuleman augers Weill. 


Il mov ,asan amendment, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
that would be in order, { Liat rhter.] 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I will not 


insist on it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Garritip 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion as 
am aed and it was agreed to. 

Mr. COX. I[ move that a pecial messenger 
be directed to bring in the member from Jilinois 
{[Mr. Ross 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
entin the Hall. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
gentleman is here, 

Mr. ROSS. I waive arrest. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pen: ylvania. We have 
got his That is all that we care for 

A special messenger appeared at the bar of the 
House, having in custody Mr. Ross. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Ross, you have been 
bsent from the session of the Hy 
leave, 


: 
That gentleman is pres- 


I would inquire how tliat 


corpus he re. 


a without its 
W hat excuse have you to oller for your 
absence? 


Mr. ROSS. Guilty, my lord. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on payment of the usu fee, 

Mr. COX. [I suggest that the Speaker repri- 
mand the gentleman. Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROSS. | would y, In mitigation of 
damages, that, having | f an intimation of the 


Hou 


the way, between the gate and the Cap- 


wantof a quorum tn the e, | started to come 
here. On 
itol, | met a member returning to the city, who 


told me that he had come near enough to see that 
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the light was out and the lag down. He said he 
was certain I therefore turned back, 
and, on my way, meta polite and amiable gen- 
ometimes officiates as Sergeant-at- 
ime that the House 


about that, 
bieman Who 8 
Arms, and who informed 
Was ith Session. 

Mr. JOILNSON, of Pennsylvania. 
flag sull waving. 

Mr. ROSS. I made my way up here. 


And the 


I had | 


some pressing calls from some of my constt- | 
vents who seemed to have aclaim on my atten | 


tion and hospitality. Since some votes taken in 


the House, and especially since the vote on the | 


resolution introduced by the distinguished gen- 
: : ; ? : 

tleman from New York, |Mr. Fernanpo Woop,) 
in which a majority of the members indorsed the 
principle that we should negotiate for an honor- 
able peace and for a restoration of the Union, I 
felt that I might with perfect safety absent my- 


self for a short time, and intrust the business of | 


I do 
I be- 


legislation in the hands of the majority. 
not know that | have any other excuse. 


lieve I have been here as many days of this Con- | 


yress as any other member. 
TheSPEAKER. 
flag is not flying over the 
because aboutten o’clock the halyards broke, and 
the officers cannot repal them before morning. 
Mr. ROSS. That is the reason why I was not 
he re some time ago, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak- 


ar, the gentleman states that in consequence of the | 


flag not flying over the Hall he was misled as to 
I move, as an amend- 
ment, that he be excused unconditionally. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Stevens’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
makes a quorum, 

The SPEAKER, That makes a quorum if all 
the members are in the Elall. 

Mr. STEVENS. ‘Then | move thatall further 

proceedings under the call be dispensed with, 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Messrs. Ancona and InNGerso iu. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 39, noes 40. 

So the House refused to dispense with all fur- 
ther proceedings under the call, 

Mr, COX, (at twenty minutes of twelve, p.m.) 
I move that the Hlouse do now adjourn, 

Mr. FARNSWORTTI called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CRAVENS moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER appotnted Messrs. Morriti 
and Cravens to act as tellers. 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 29, noes 39. 

So the House refused to dispense with further 
proceedings under the call, 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, (at fifteen 
minutes of twelve o’clock,) said: Mr. Speaker, we 
would now have a quorum in the Hall if some 
gentlemen had not left by unaccustomed outlets. 
And as I suppose that no order will be taken in 
regard to those gentlemen,and perhaps not with 
any others who may leave, | think our remaining 
here longer will be useless; I therefore move that 
the House do now adjourn, 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative, 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

Mr. ANCONA. I understand that the Ser- 
gveant-at-Arms is here, and has made no arrests. 

f my information is correct, | would ask that he 
be directed to report to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Doorkeeper informs the 
Chair that the Sergeant-at-Arms has not yet re- 
turned. 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to know from the 
Doorkeeper whether he has allowed any mem- 
bers who have been here to escape; because, if 
not, then we have a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. There is no door through 
which members can leave the Hall but the one 
immediately on the left of the Chair, and no mem- 
bers have passed there but those under parole, to 
return in a few minutes, 

Mr.STEVENS. ‘Then we should have aquo- 
rum. I therefore move to dispense with all further 
proceedings under the call, in order that we may 


the House being in session. 


Mr. Speaker, | believe that | 


The Chair will state that the | 
tepresentatives’ Hall | 





| Mvers.] 








have a vote on the proposition to tax whisky on 
hand. L hope we will not adjourn unul we have 
taken a vote on that question, 

Upon this question Mr. Franx demanded tell- 
ers. 

Tellers were accordingly ordered. 

Messrs. Frank and Ancona were appointed 
tellers. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 36, noes 41. 

So the House refused to dispense with further 
proceedings under the call. 

Mr. WILSON. Several members are in the 
Hall who have not voted; 1 therefore ask for a 
count of the House. 

The SPEAKER. If gentlemen will come in 
from the cloak-room and the corridors, and witl 
stand so that the Chair can count them, he will 
count the House. 

Subsequently the Speaker announced that he 
could count but eighty-six members present. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Has the Sergeant-at-Arms 
been heard from by the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The last the Chair has 
heard from the Sergeant-at-Arms has been from 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Amos 


| 
| 
| 
| 


He supposes that that officer is en- || 


deavoring to find members on whom to serve | 


notices of arrest. 

Mr. THAYER. I move that the Doorkeeper 
be sent after the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The question was taken, and,upon a division, 
there appeared —ayes 21, noes 31. 

So the motion was not agreed to, 


Mr. ANCONA. Would it be in order to move 


| that the roll be called in order to ascertain whether 
| a quorum Is present? 


‘The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, as a 
matter of information to the House, it would not 
be out of order to have the roll called. 

Mr. KASSON. It may avoid the necessity of 
calling the roll again if | may be allowed to state 
that there is but one wanting to a quorum. The 
absence of one member, who was once excused, 
renders the number present less than a quorum 
by one member. 

Mr. ANCONA. ThenI withdraw my motion, 
Mr. GARFIELD. Is there no remedy b 
which this House canenforce its authority? The 
Sergeant-at-Arms has been absent now for nearly 

three hours without making any report. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the 
Sergeant-at-Arms is absent in the city looking for 
members. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania, asked unan- 
imous consent to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at- Arms, in having delayed 
for nearly three hours to execute the order of this House, 
has rendered himself liable to its censure. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa, objected. 

Mr. THAYER. It is now twelve o’clock. 
Has the morning hour now arrived? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour of this 
day’s session has already passed, about eleven 
hours ago. 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I move that the 


House now adjourn, and upon that | call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 33, nays 49, not voting 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Boutwell, James 8. Brown, Cox, Cra- 
vens, Thomas T. Davis, Eckley, Farnsworth, Frank, Gris- 
wold, Hale, Hall, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Kalbfleiseh, Littlejoim, Long, McAllister, Me- 
Bride, Middleton, James R. Morris, Charles O'Neill, Pen- 
dieton, Pruyn, John H. Rice, Spalding, Williain G. Steele, 
‘Thayer, Tracy, Ward, Elihu B. Washburne, Whaley, and 
Wilson—33. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Allison, Ames, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Bakiwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Boyd, Broom- 


all, Cobb, Dawes, Deming, Driggs, Eldridge, Eliot, Garfield, | 


Charles M. Harris, Higby, Holinan, Hooper, Ingersoll, 
Philip Johnson, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Kellogg, Knox, 
Loan, Marvin, MeClurg, Samuel F. Miiler, Morrill, Mor- 
rison, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Odell, Perham, Pomeroy, 
Radford, Scofield, Shannon, Starr, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, 
‘Townsend, Upson, Wilder, Winfield,and Woodbridge—49. 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. 
Allen, Alley, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, Biaine, 
Biair, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Brooks, William G. Brown, 
Chauler, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cof- 
troth, Cole, Creswell, Heary Winter Davis, Dawson, Den- 
ison, Dixon, Donnelly, Dumont, Eden, Edgerton, English, 
Finck, Ganson, Gooch, Grider, Grinnell, Harding, Harring- 
ton, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hotchkiss, Hutchins, 
Jenckes, William Johnson, Julian, Francis W. Ketlogg, 
Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Longyear, 
Mallory, Marcy, McVoweil, Mcindoe, McKinney, William 
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H. Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Noble 
Norton, Johu O'Neill, Orth, Paiterson, Perry, Pike, Price 
Samuel J. Randall, William H, Randall, Alexander UH. Rice 


Ross, Schenek, Scott, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, John B, 
Steele, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Van Valkenburgh, Voor. 
Wadsworth, William B. Washburn, Webster, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White. Joseph W. White, Williams, 
Windom, Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, Worthington, 
and Yeaman—100, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. ROSS. Would it be in orderto move that 
additional Sergeants-at-Arms be appointed, in 
order to bring in absent members ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would hardly 
be in order, unless the additional officers were 
named. The Chair will state that probably the 
Sergeant-at-Arms; after going down into the city 
saw that the flag was down, and supposed that 
the House was not in session. The flag has been 


| down since ten o’clock. 


Mr. THAYER. 1 move that the Assistant 
Doorkeeper be appointed a special messenger to 
go for the Sergeant-at-Arms, and require his im- 
mediate attendance in the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. We are proceeding now against absent 
members, notagainst the Sergeant-at-Arms. ‘The 
motion proposes other business than that before 
the House. 

Mr. DAWES. In order toexecute that order, 
it is necessary to have the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. FARNSWORTHII. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
is now executing the order. 

Mr. THAYER. My motion proposes no pro- 
ceeding whatever against the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
It simply proposes that this House shall com- 
mand the attendance of one of its officers. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The officer has been 
in attendance, and is now absent in pursuance of 
an order of the House. 

Mr. THAYER. Well, he is bound to attend 
as often as the House requires his attendance. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
House has the right at any time to require the 
presence of its officers. It may see fit to bring 
the Sergeant-at-Arms back to revoke the order 
of arrest. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, during his absence, ought to be treated 
fairly. I would, therefore, move as an amend- 
ment to the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Tuayver,] thata rule be served 
on the Sergeant-at-Arms by the Doorkeeper of 
the House, requiring him to show the House 
why he has not made return of the process that 
was issued for the arrest of absent members. 
That is the more usual proceeding against an ab- 
sent officer. 

Mr. THAYER. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Hlinois, [Mr. Farnswortn,] that 
his motion proposes a proceeding against the 
Secgemit-nt-hrtes without any evidence that he 
is in default. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is ar 
send for him that he may show wh 
made return. ~ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
that would be in order. The Chair thinks that 
the farthest verge to which the House can go is 
to require the presence of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to give him any orders that it may see fit. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There are precedents of cases 
where a proposition has been made and adopted, 
to require the Sergeant-at-Arms to show cause why 
he did not serve process. 

The SPEAKER. There are no such precedents 
within the recollection of the Chair,and he thinks 
that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
cannot be recognized as in order. 

Mr THAYER. I move that the Assistant 
Doorkeeper be appointed to require the presence 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms in the Hall. 

Mr. ROSS. I hope that that motion will not 
be adopted. I will say, in behalfof the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, that it cannot be expected that in a city 
of three or four miles in extent he could make his 
return any more promptly than he has done. 
When I saw him, he was discharging his duties 
as rapidly as possible. I think that the proper 
course would be tosend more officers to assist him. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
so as to provide that the Assistant Doorkeeper be 
appointed a special messenger to arrest, under the 


in order to 
y he has not 
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